Story About Me – Assignment Brief
I’m Jo from Pembroke in West Wales. I am originally from Cardiff, I still love the city and will always sound like ‘that naughty little Splott girl’ that climbed up the drain pipes on terrace houses to knock on the upstairs windows.  
My hidden talent being able to crochet almost anything.  I decided to learn the craft during COVID.  I was clearly deluded as I thought this would be a simple task and I’d be making cardigans within a week.  This couldn’t have been further from the truth. It it took an absurd amount of time to get the hang of it, the learning experience was peppered with hand cramps, yarn burn and colourful language.  I spent most of my time surrounded by noodle shaped blobs or ‘splats’ as I affectionately named my new creations.  However, I persisted for six months and was moved to tears when I created my first small flat circle, named Horace .  I have now taken crochet to a whole new level- I have learned amigurumi- the Japanese art of making small, yarn people and creatures.   My personal triumph was stitching the characters of Stanley Kubrick’s film ‘The Shining’.  This includes Danny with a movable spooky finger and his little tricycle.  
I have a small close family unit, just mum, dad and my, not so little, brother Andrew.  However. I have a huge wider family but tend to see them on big occasions such as weddings or the annual ‘family catch-up’ (this involves drink, dancing and bad singing).  I have 38 first cousins, we are a Romany family so there are lots of babies everywhere- I lost count of my second and third cousins some time ago. We are a loving bunch, and I know I’d always have someone out there if I felt alone.  I can’t forget my little dog Lola, she’s a teacup chihuahua, she is evil and clearly embraces the spirt of the demons that possess her.
In terms of the less important stuff …work.  I have always been guilty of changing my mind and trying something new.  In my twenties I worked in hotels and hospitality, I ended up as a night manager.  Despite the job being poorly paid, it gave me the wonderful opportunity to travel the world and sparked my interest in earth science.  I decided to attend Cardiff University to study Environmental Geoscience.  After that I studied a master’s degree in Environmental Risk and decided to teach.  I wanted to share how wonderful the world is with young people and inspire them to travel and experience new cultures.  Why not try tea in China, see if there are witches in Salem, run away from a brown bear in the Rockies and watch the sunset over the Pacific Ocean! Go for it! You only live once!  
Now, I’ve reached another turning point and wanting to try new things.  After caring for my father and studying a diploma in Psychology I have set my sights on healthcare.  Why?  I like people, human beings are amazing creatures but need a bit of care and support to stay fabulous.
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