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Having previously worked in property maintenance, I have always had a keen interest in construction. Quantity surveying is an area that I wanted to train in. However, until now, family life and financial commitments have taken precedence. As both children now enter full time education, I have the opportunity to pursue my chosen career path and feel I am in a position to commit fully to the course.

[bookmark: _GoBack]During my work life, I have gained many skills that I have transferred to studying. Having been both employed and self-employed, I have demonstrated the ability to work alone and as part of a team. In addition to this, I have completed work-based courses including NVQ Providing Security Services. These courses have demonstrated my ability to complete work within deadlines working on my own initiative and managing this around working and parenting commitments.

Work in the past has not been particularly challenging and has not required me to be mentally challenged which is why I decided to embark on a learning route to seek a career which would be both interesting and challenging. I have a keen interest in the environment and look forward to seeing how the construction industry adapts to work to save our environment.

During the first month of the course, I looked for strategies to effectively digest information delivered through lectures. I found that taking detailed notes assist me in developing a deeper understanding of the points when reading over work completed. These notes have also supported my assignment writing.
One of the first assignments on the course, I completed a group exercise following a field trip to St Fagan’s. I worked collaboratively with other members on the course to create and deliver a presentation. We worked together, focussing on individual strengths to allocate tasks to be completed. From this, I have developed good working relationships with other members of the course and feel that we support each other and share information to build our knowledge. Collaboratively discussing ideas with other students is something I would like to develop further as I feel where there may have been misconceptions understanding aspects within lectures, discussions with fellow students would benefit my development further. 

Assignments initially have proved difficult to complete as it has been many years since I have completed these. I have enjoyed the challenge and built up my knowledge to complete these assignments using a mix of research (books and internet) and notes from my lectures. As I have completed more assignments, I have found planning the areas out beforehand using bullet points have helped me organise my writing more effectively. Initially I felt my assignments required more structure and planning these out beforehand has helped. I am still finding assignments difficult however, applying planning and proof-reading strategies are assisting me in this area. 

Sketching is an area that I anticipate to be challenging and I know this will be used throughout the course. I have found the book ‘Building and Construction Handbook’ by Chudley and Greeno and I feel this will benefit my sketching skills.

Measuring is an area where I do have some experience from working in Property Maintenance, however, The Quantity Surveyor’s Pocket Guide by Duncan Cartlidge has proved to support my work as it provides guidance and explanations of measuring.

With limited recent construction experience, I decided to look for practical opportunities to deepen my understanding. I made some enquires locally about the possibility of volunteering in various construction companies. From this, I secured an interview with a local construction firm who were advertising for a Trainee Quantity Surveyor. The interview was successful and I begin work with them alongside my studying on the 23rd January 2020. I feel having this “on the ground” experience will benefit my studying immensely as I have a kinaesthetic learning approach and seeing the theory in practice will assist me in future assignments. I plan to use this opportunity to shadow the Quantity Surveyor in the company and gain vital experience to progress in this field. I anticipate that the experience will assist future assignments as this is the area where I most need to improve. I anticipate this experience will also support my sketching skills.

Positivity and self-belief is an area that I need to develop. I begin assignments feeling that I am unable to complete them. I have devised strategies to break down the tasks and look at how I can complete them in sections. This has helped me to not panic and work more proactively. As I receive feedback from the completed assignments, I intend to use the comments to improve on future assignments.

Finally, reflecting on the first three months of studying, I have found that combining studies with a young family has proved difficult at times. I have reflected on this and have planned to time manage more efficiently. I intend to spend more time completing work in the University Library in order to maximise work opportunities in between lectures. Now that I have secured a Trainee Quantity Surveyor post, time will be more limited and therefore I will need to ensure that I manage my time efficiently to ensure tasks and assignments are completed on time. As I mirror the Quantity Surveyor within the company, I hope to gain experience and knowledge that will support my studies and improve the speed of completion of my written tasks.

















