DYSLEXIA

The meaning of the word ‘dyslexia’ is split between ‘dys’ which means difficult, and
‘lexia’ meaning words, reading or language. This clearly defines the meaning of dyslexia
which is difficulties with words, reading or language. However, Hudson, R.F., High, L.
and Otaiba, S.A., (2007) tell us that dyslexia is misunderstood a lot of the time.

People who are typically diagnosed with dyslexia are otherwise capable individuals in
other aspects and would be thought to be accessible of mainstream education.

Of all learning disabilities, dyslexia is the most prominent and widely studied of
them, affecting 80% of individuals with a learning disability (Shaywitz, S.E., 1998) and
thought to affect 10% of the population (Council, H.C., 2016).

Cause of dyslexia
Dyslexia is caused by the person mainly using the right half of their brain when they are

tasked with reading and spelling.

Dyslexic readers rely greatly on the Broca’s area at the left frontal lobe of the brain, as
seen in figure 1, whereas stronger readers use other parts of their brain which is used
whilst fluently reading and recognising words quickly.

The broca area of the brain does not process reading, writing and basic sounds of
language. Meaning people with dyslexia struggle to make necessary connections.
Although this information is of knowledge, it is not yet fully understood why the right
side (Broca) of the brain is not as efficient at reading and writing and why people with
dyslexia use this part of their brain. (Council. H.C., 2016).

Dyslexia in Early years
Children in their early years learn through their natural curiosity and
enthusiasm. Offering environments to children where they are able to feel safe,
secure and confident, they will be more able and willing to learn. Children’s
evelopment and learning depends on their environments and opportunities.
hildren in their early years who may be falling behind in some aspects of their
evelopment, may not have had as many opportunities to thrive and experience
ifferent kinds of learning. Adults are the scaffold for children’s learning- which
gotsky discusses in further depth (Berk, L.E. and Winsler, A., 1995).
ly stages of learning take place through play, which teaches children language,
ial and symbolic skills. Some children do not always acquire the same level of
acy sills as others. These children may require additional support and time
adults. Children who are eventually diagnosed with dyslexia often struggle in
literacy development in these stages of life (Hartas, D., 2013).
is a controversial aspect to the diagnosis of dyslexia in the Early Years. Itis
ioned that children may be too young to be diagnosed as they all develop
t different rates. This is why children should not be diagnosed before the age
n. Children may have presented signs before this age for dyslexia, however
mind to their personal developmental rate should be kept in mind (The
Psychology Service, 2020).

Support
It Is of growing discussion about the affects of interventions for pupils with

dyslexia. (Snowling, M.J., 2013).

There are higher rates of effectiveness If interventions are started from
a young age. These interventions depend on the individual chid and
the extent of their additional needs. Children in mainstream schools
with dyslexia can often get the correct support and interventions
needed there. Interventions that would be offered in mainstream
schools include additional support from learning support assistants
who are able to work in smaller groups or on a 1-to-1 basis,
Phonological skills can be developed as children are encouraged and
helped with identifying and recognising sounds, combining letters and
understanding what they are reading. For a better impact from these
interventions, they should be continued regularly (NHS, 2022).

De Beer, J., Engels, J., Heerkens, Y. and van der Klink, J., (2014) has
also expanded how assistive technology can help through enabling extra
time, recorded textbooks, or bigger font throughout education.
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Figure 1-The dyslexic Brain and causes of Dysexia
(The Reading Well, no date),

Barriers

Children with dyslexia can potentially face many difficulties
throughout life. It is suggested by Thomas, C. (2004) That the
inadequacy of enabling environments and opportunities for those
with disabilities, may leave them feeling under appreciated and can
greatly affect their well beings and opportunities to thrive and
develop.

Children who are in mainstream education in the United Kingdom are
expected to conform to the national curriculum which later in school
years includes tests, reading, writing and many other lessons.
Children’s performances are recorded during these years. Students
with dyslexia face this pressure during school (Jacobs, L., Parke, A.,
Ziegler, F., Headleand, C. and De Angeli, A., 2022).
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