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	On the 25th of September, 2025, there was a case study was published in the Asian Journal of Paleopathology by Kenji Okazaki, Akinori Uesugi, Shogo Kume, Masashi Abe, Abudulmohsen Almunif, and Sumio Fujii with the title of “Funeral practice at an early Pre-Pottery Neolithic B settlement in Masyoon (Northwest Saudi Arabia)”. This study reports a finding of a funeral practice for three men found together in an early settlement found in northern Hijaz. Northern Hijaz is a region of Saudi Arabia that borders the Red Sea. Saudi Arabian officials have announced it to be the oldest known human settlements on the peninsula. This clashes with large creationist views found in Saudi Arabia and the rest of the world, potentially bringing up a long-argued topic of debate. 
The excavation was led by the Saudi Ministry of Culture Heritage Commission and Kanazawa University. The site was registered in 1978 but only started yielding results in 2022 (1). The finding is made up of three partial human skeletons. It can be inferred that they were placed there after death. Many bones were out of place or missing from the skeletons with the most found consisting of 50% of the skeleton. Due to the size and shape of certain bones, all skeletons can be considered male. The skeletons were surrounded by stone slabs. Shells, stone tools, and animal bones were found too. Results of radiocarbon dating show the bones to be between 8600 BC and 8200 BC, which is 10200years-10600 years ago. This falls into the Pre-Pottery Neolithic Era B, a time in early human history which can be characterized by its aforementioned lack of widespread pottery and the existence of full scale neolithic farming and settlements (3). This is currently evidence to be the oldest settlement from the Arabian Peninsula (1). 
The date of settlements and civilizations are always being pushed further back in time, dating humanity much older than those think. This conflicts with conservative religious views and beliefs. Christianity dates the creation of the world to around 6000 years old, pointing to evidence found in the bible (4), while the age of settlements found through scientific means by archaeologists can place humanity further behind that line. An example would be Göbekli Tepe, a site of structures in Anatolia thought to have been created by hunter gatherers who lived in upper Mesopotamia. The pillars were probably used for ritual purpose and are evidently manmade by the animal carvings about them. This site dates back to between the years of 9600 BC and 8200 BC, or roughly 11500 years ago (5). 
	This debate of the age of the earth has been a debated topic for hundreds of years, with the theologist age of earth being formulated by James Ussher in the 1650’s. Ussher used biblical genealogy and dates found in the bible to create a precise date of the universal creation, believed to be 4004 BCE (6). Over the years, this theory has been challenged by other theologists and modern scientific understanding. New age creationism is still believed today by many adults believing in the bibliologist view of the universe. In a poll conducted by Ipsos, an international research and marketing firm, in 2011, around 40% of adults in America side with the creationist viewpoint of the world, and the highest percentage of people who believe in creationism is Saudi Arabia itself, with 75% of adults believing in creationism (7). 
While new age creationism is still prevalent today, with this current study showing that settlements were made in the Arabian Peninsula over 10000 years ago, an argument of creationism fades more as the tide of scientific discovery brings more to proof of our belated age on earth. The Saudi Arabian government and press cooperating, acknowledging, and celebrating this archaeological find could point to a shift in the views of its people away from believing the creationist age of the earth towards a more scientific evolutionary belief. As the nation works with archaeologists to run excavations to prove humanities rich and old history, a change could be found in the people who still doubt how old humans truly are. 
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