The War Scrolls (IQM)
The War Scroll is an extremely gender biased piece of text. The piece presents the major importance that the various roles men would have for the battle being discussed, sand make it clear women are not included and are not needed for the battle. Not only are the men permitted to go to battle all extreme specimens of masculinity, but the horses used for this battle are all male as well and are described as angelic, prime animals (1QM VI, 12).
The men are described as being ‘men of worth’ who are well equipped in armour and weaponry, meaning they have earned enough as soldiers to pay for these (1QM VI 15). Age is of great importance; those who see battle are between 30-45 years old, those who watch over the weapons are 25-30, those who keep order in the camp are 50-60 and officers are between 40-50 years old (cf 1QMVI, 11b-VII, 7). The younger men are given only the nonviolent, unclean roles. The way the soldiers are described demands they are respected, and the most heroic jobs go to the ones at an optimal age, whilst the lesser jobs of keeping order in camp or watching over the weaponry goes to the younger and much older members of camp. The scroll specifically states women are forbidden as are young boys. As well as the men, the horses are to be all male and they are described as elegant horses trained to perfection and their appearance is to be the same as well (1QM VI, 12-13).  
The scroll has strict ideas on who is suitable for battle. Those who have any blemish on their skin, or are impure in any way, are not permitted to fight (CF. 1QM, VII). Looking at Leviticus 15 from the New International Bible (2011) makes the War Scroll make sense. Leviticus 15 is a chapter about purity and the importance of staying pure which ties in very nicely with the way The War Scroll is written. Leviticus describes many ways in which a man can be impure, for example being around death, having certain diseases or being around someone who has one (13), touching a woman during her menstruation and sexual misdeeds (15: 25). This could be the reason women are not permitted on camp- to avoid coming into contact with men therefore making them unclean and unable to fight until they have become pure again. As being around the dead makes men impure, it is likely the reason it is the younger men who have this role and not the men who attend the battle as this enables the men aged 30-50 to remain pure. 
In order to go into battle the men have to be pure and this includes having a bodily discharge before (1QM VII, 6). The scroll also mentions any unnecessary nakedness is not permitted and the toilet is of some distance (2000 cubits) from the rest of the camp; this again ties in with cleanliness and purity. 
It is clear from reading the scroll any and all forms of disability are prohibited for a battle; ‘neither lame, nor blind, nor crippled’ shall be allowed to join the battle’ (1QM VII, 4-5). That being said, it does not clarify if those who are disabled are permitted to work in the camp or not. If not, it sends out a status that says if you are disabled you are of no use. This is likely to de-masculinize the men who are not joining the battle. As the scroll presents this perfect and ideal vision of man, it would make sense for anyone with any imperfection, no matter how small, would be banished from the camp. 
The text mentions the men must be ‘perfect in spirit and in flesh’ (1QM VII, 5). This could mean anything from the men’s mental state to their level of purity. It would appear it has some significance as it also states ‘for the holy angels are together with their hosts’ (1QM VII, 6) which could mean the men are being watched over by holy angels when they fight, and they need to remain pure for the angels to be able to watch over them. 
The War Scroll mentions the violent realities of being in battle by stating the men should be prepared to ‘shed the blood of the slain’ (1QM VI, 17). This is likely to mean killing people. Another way violence is expressed is by the choice of armoury mentioned like long spears, bow and arrows and war javelins (1QM VI, 15-16). This shows intent of violence. The need for the shield shows violence is likely to be returned. The way the men are described seems to be more about image than of skill and strength.
The way The War Scroll is written with the expectations of men for a battle is highly unrealistic. The scroll tends to focus more on the image the men should present and not on their natural skills or ability. A good example of this is the scroll states no one with a permanent blemish shall be permitted to fight, but what happens if they get cut in battle? Would that be the end of the battle for them or as the blemish happened while they were pure and fighting, they would still be permitted to fight as long as the blemish was cleaned? It states the horses will be well trained and will be able to withstand loud noises and all sorts of different sights they will likely witness in a battle (1QM VI, 13). 
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