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Discuss a range of factors that influence children’s behaviour (both positively and negatively) in a learning environment.
The variants that influence positive and negative behaviour within the learning environment, are such as classroom climate, peers, carers, and environmental factors and that of physiological. The School and Classroom, however, can often be a uniformed space in mainstreamed classes where pupils are expected to conform to a standard that can prove challenging to pupils experiencing learning and emotional difficulties and disabilities, however cohorts of proficient students can flourish within classrooms.  Therefor in an Inclusive nature, it is important to recognise the differences of how individuals respond and adapt differently, given underlaying ALN needs or emotional requirements. This Essay will seek to identify internal and external factors that affect the learning environment, and how these can work alongside policy and expectations set by educational institutions, how they may affect long term wellbeing, motivation, and growth mindset for the individual, and what can be defined as good practice.
Behaviour in Wales, Good practice in managing challenging behaviour (Estyn, 2006), outlines the purpose for its report as providing the Welsh Assembly with best policy for managing information on behavioural challenges at schools and looks to contribute to address and raise standards, by way of multi-agency engagement to better understand the needs and background of the pupil to support behavioural intervention, regardless of where the negative behaviour has stemmed from and to support recognition that schools may not have paid enough attention to the finding that the affect behaviour has on an individual learning process.
Pupils are expected to meet a certain level of classroom structure within the learning environment regardless of their needs background or learning ability, however this is not always possible to achieve given a number of differentiating factors. While Policies can often indicate that the learning environment is inclusive it can seem impossible to be a nurturing and productive environment for all and it is important to identify the reinforcers and triggers of negative and positive behaviours for a pupil to gain their full potential from the learning environment. Positive outcomes are present when children are happy, feel safe, supported, and stimulated and outcomes such as good attendance, being involved in activities in and out of education and where there are evidence of good grades and building relationships. These individuals can be viewed as pupils who have stable home lives, feel loved and have all their basic needs met and parents are connected to schools that encourage parental engagement for best outcomes for staff as well as pupils, however past research has shown that even though all these factors strongly influence positive student outcomes, the higher pupil attainment the more the parent is involved. Desforges and Abouchaar (2003), found that parental involvement stems from social class and standing, health and poverty were precursors to levels of confidence, but some parents were concerned with the fact that they would be looked down at by schools and teachers, therefore discouraging parental involvement. This can be viewed that parents themselves have had adverse experiences within the educational system themselves or another child could be the subject of a negative school experience within the same school. This could also set the expectation that one child could be the same ability or nature as a sibling or in instances where Teachers have tenure, that they are viewed the same as the parent and the child will disengage and not have reached full potential. Situations such as this, where a historic disconnection between subjects and academic professionals occur can prove catastrophic where the need for support can be overshadowed in areas such as learning or emotional difficulties that need to be identified. Individuals can go through education not reaching full potential and display challenging behaviour consequently.
This can have an enormous impact on their adult lives and physical health in later years. Pupils with SEN needs, such as Autism, ADHD, Dyslexia, Mental Health Issues, where not offered an inclusive learning experience or treated equally by their peers within the classroom environment, can be ostracised and display low self –worth which can lead to social and economic disadvantages in adulthood. It is equally important that interventions and adjustments are made to support classroom management. Strategies that seek to minimise disruption are principal factors to ensure an inclusive learning environment. Pupils on spectrums can present impulsive and disruptive behaviour, also peers within the classroom who can work independently, may often not comprehend these characteristics, and can retaliate if there is a constant disturbance and behaviours of both cohorts of pupils needs to be managed. An example of this could be a student that can work independently, when asked to complete a piece of work on a laptop can concentrate and remain unsupervised, however a student who may be easily distracted or require additional support when faced with completing this task can quickly become distracted and  may want to focus on searching the internet rather than completing the piece of work assigned and create a negative working space, suggesting that this action works well for some but not for other students.  Behaviour management therefor is essential to promote an Inclusive learning environment for all students.
Ivan Pavlov a Russian Scientist developed Classical conditioning whereby a study on dogs intended to research digestion, showed that dogs responses to food and subjects triggered a response that could be classed as involuntary, due to the use of a bell, food and the salivation of a dog in response to a stimulus, but over time the dog would only respond to the sound of the footsteps of the Human. Classic conditioning is a learning response associated with a new stimulus, showing that behaviour can be modified and reversed. In addition, B.F Skinner an influential American Psychologist, believed that Pavlov’s theory was too simplistic and developed the theory that behaviour is determined by the identified consequence whether they are reinforcers or punishments and developed the concept of Operant conditioning. These approaches are widely used in educational policies and classroom rules to support Behavioural outcomes with the intent of promoting positive behaviour. This suggests that classroom behaviour can be modified to support positive outcomes for all students but also can often be unclear in which areas these and interventions are effective, however countries outside the United Kingdom are looking furthermore to local environmental factors to influence and shape inclusive and positive learning experiences.         
According to an American study by the Aspen Institute, its national commission has now reviewed several areas to support good practice and identifies the importance of better understanding how social and emotional development influence the learning process and life beyond education. In addition, it recognises that Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), encourages Institutions and its professionals to look to its communities to ascertain which factors should be considered in shaping effective ways to make sure all students reach their full potential (Jacobson,2020). This can be understood to support the diversity in how education is adapting from outdated curriculum and uniformed policy, to which reflects the economic background of all students to succeed in education.
While changing methods are starting to evolve in our UK policy such as, Curriculum for Wales (Wales. Welsh Government, 2020) which signals the aim to support schools to develop their own curriculum and supports 4 main purposes that seek to close attainment gaps, seeks to indulge public confidence to promotive a positive experience all for Pupils and influence positive behaviour. The focus of the intrinsic factors is that of the differentiating School requirements. This can be viewed as an opportunity to create a unique and positive environment that reflects the specific needs of the Individual School.
Doyle (2016) notes that Schools in Finland promote a positive and unique educational experience where teachers are considered the highest regarded professionals next to medical professionals and are required to have a acquired a master's degree. Where school rules and policies made by politicians, can again be uniformed, and have adverse and negative effects on pupils, Finnish schools look to protect their schools from politicians and offer individualised curriculum and enrichment. Whilst in Uk Schools standardised tests can prove stressful and judgmental for some, Finland do does not require students to sit them. Children are required to take 15 minutes free –play outdoors every hour, supporting happiness and contentment and focusing on enrichment and an experience that is fitting for the child thus promoting positive behaviour.
The commonalities that appear on the surface to influence behaviour and participation are many, however as educators we are trained to identify the root of a behaviour. Factors that influence the learning process whilst individual, are important to identify to support the progress, attendance, and individual nature of the learning process for a student. What is thought to be a positive experience for one is not always the case for all. It is crucial to treat our pupils as individuals so we can identify areas of strengths and weakness and seek ways to deliver best practices and interventions, so the learning experience is balanced, positive and support measures are used or removed accordingly. By supporting positive and Inclusive experiences we promote positive behaviour.
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