[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment will be discussing the unique and diverse Islamic responses to mortality, such as ideas of martyrdom and the rituals surrounding death. How COVID 19 has changed the way, Islamic burials are undertaken.
Usually, Muslims are buried rather than cremated. It is a tradition for the body to be wrapped before burial as soon as possible after death. Muslim women rarely are allowed to attend burials, and it is rare for funeral directors to be involved. 
Muslims describe heaven as a beautiful garden. They also believe when the soul has passed in goes on to a judgment day where Allah makes the decision if they go to heaven or hell.
Muslims believe that the present life is a trial in preparation for the next realm of existence. When a Muslim dies, he or she is washed and wrapped in a clean, white cloth and buried after a special prayer, preferably the same day. Muslims consider this a final service that they can do for their relatives and an opportunity to remember that their existence here on earth. (A R Gatrad) 
 Martyrdom in Islam means a Muslim who is killed for protecting their property.
Martyrdom in Islam is a significant concept. "Islam" means submission to God, and it is in martyrdom that this submission to God finds its full expression. In Islamic Ideology, the most significant aim in life's struggle is to become victorious over the self. 
Islamic extremists believe that suicide bombing as martyrdom and believe they will go to heaven, not all Muslims believe in this as they say it is not at act of God. An example of this is the Islamic state bombing. Which took place in a Muslim shrine, called the Shiite shrine killing 60 people and injuring 110. Two suicide bombers then continued to blow themselves up nearby during the rescuing. ISIS claimed responsibility for the bombing. (2021 express.co.uk) ISIS is a military organisation that has recruited thousands of people from Europe and the Muslim community. However, ISIS consists of Sunni militants from Iraq and Syria. (2021 NBC news)
The Islamic faith has strong beliefs regarding funeral services and how long after death a Muslim is buried. Islamic funeral arrangements begin immediately after the death of a loved one since, according to Islamic rituals, they must be buried as soon as possible. Which has made it extremely difficult for Muslims to keep to their rituals During the pandemic of covid 19, it has been challenging and upsetting for the Muslim community to keep to their strict burial guidelines. They are unable to wash the body or even have a service with family members and pray. An example of this is how ritual bathing is restricted in funerals. Due to the chance of the virus spreading. Body bags are now being used to replace the white burial shroud or kafan. Kafan consists of wrapping or covering the deceased with large simple sheets in layers. The colour and cloths material depends on the regional customs. Men usually get buried with three sheets, and 4 tie ropes, whereas women usually get buried with five (2021 al Jazeera Media and Network.)  The usual routine would be putting the deceased into a plastic body bag and then preforming tayummum. Tayummum is an Arabic word for aim or purpose. In Islamic law this means “aiming for or seeking soil to wipe one’s face and hands with the intention of purification and preparing oneself to pray and so on” (2021 Islamic finder.org) After this they put the body into a coffin and then finally to the graveyard. Due to the restriction of the amount of people allowed to gather during COVID, concretional funeral gatherings at mosques temples or synagogues have ended. Aswell as communal prayer. 
One of the other rituals in Muslim funerals Is Ghusl. Ghusl is a way of washing the deceased body to ensure purity. Protecting from “Hadathe and Akbar” or “greater impurity.” The steps include washing both hands, up to the wrists. Secondly, the genital areas are washed. Thirdly washing any parts of the body that might hold impurity. Then make a full wudhu. After wudhu you need to wash the head three times. Then pour water three times on the left shoulder. After this pour water three times on the right shoulder. Then pour water entirely all over the body three times. Finally, if the feet were not already washed during wudhu, then they wash them thoroughly, ensuring none of the body is dry. Additional washes during this common. (islamknow.com 2021)

After an Islamic funeral, following the completion of the funeral prayers, the congregation will line up in rows and pass the coffin from shoulder to shoulder towards the gravesite for burial. Non-Muslim mourners should keep at a respectful distance to allow the casket to be carried. (The Islamic Society of Greater Haverhill) This shows high respect to the god as they pass the body to the next stage of his or her life.

In the Islamic tradition, only men are allowed to attend the burial, although some Muslim communities also enable women to be present. For a Muslim funeral, the grave should be perpendicular to Mecca, the Islamic holy city, with the person on their right-side facing Mecca. While the person is being placed into the grave, mourners recite a prayer. Mecca is a holy city of the birthplace of Muhammad a Prophit and founder of Islam who at the age of 40 has revelations from Allah who is the Islamic god.” By 630 he had unified most of Arabia under a single religion.” (Greg Timmons 2014 The Biography.com website)
Once the casket is laid in the ground wood and stones are placed on top, which prevents the soil touching the person. The Imam who holds the Islamic leadership position will speak another prayer, and individually each mourner will through dirt into the grave.
 After the funeral it is tradition for all Muslim families to gather in their home and receive gifts, the Muslim community would provide meals for the bereaved for the first three days after the funeral.
“The mourning period lasts for 40 days but can often vary depending on the family. Traditionally, the mourning period for widows is even longer – four months and ten days – in which they are forbidden to interact with men they could potentially marry.” (The Islamic Society of Greater Haverhill)
  Muslim tradition is that all men and women should dress modestly showing little skin, men would wear shirt which is called thobe and trousers, and some may wear a Bisht which is worn over the Thobe, also a head scarf called Ghutra and Egal which is a square or rectangular headscarf along with a rope band to keep the Ghutra in place and women would wear ankle length skirts, long sleeved tops or a hijab which is a modest dress, and a head and face vail which are called Khimar, and when entering the mosque shoes must be removed as a sign of respect.
As evidence shows, the Islamic responses around death and their rituals are extremely strong and their rituals shows a lot of preparation is taken before a burial such as washing of the body and wrapping of the body this all as a significant meaning to Islam. Also, the ceremony is not just one day of mourning and prays but several days and a widely support system. With the pandemic this evidence of important Islamic rituals has been challenging for the Islamic community to proceed with, although they have kept to the ritual of cleansing the body to their best ability keeping to government guidelines. Martyrdom is a very divided belief in the Islamic religion, where many believe that suicide bombing is a suffering of death for their god, whereas others do not believe that this is a sacrifice to God but a crime and is not Martyrdom.
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