Give a detailed account, including variants, of Alexander’s encounter with Talistris in the sources. Focus upon Walter of Châtillion, Alexandreis 8.1-48; Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.24-32; Historia de preliis pp.77-9.

The legend of Alexander’s encounter with Talistris is described by several authors over the centuries. Most notably it is recounted by Quintus Curtius Rufus in his Historiae, retold in Walter of Châtillion’s Alexandreis, as well as an alternative tale in the Historia de preliis.

Curtius’ Historiae tells of the queen of the Amazons, Talistris, who wished to meet Alexander[footnoteRef:1], and her preposition of a child with Alexander[footnoteRef:2] - ā sentiment echoed in Walter’s Alexandreis[footnoteRef:3]. In the Alexandreis, Walter keeps his account close to that of Curtius’ when it comes to Alexander’s visit to Talistris. Certain parts of his account are almost verbatim what was said by Curtius, for example their meeting and the description of how Talistris approached Alexander’s camp with the desire to meet him[footnoteRef:4]. Also like Curtius’ Historiae, Walter describes Talistris’ attire[footnoteRef:5],  much like it is described in Curtius’ Historiae – “the clothing of the Amazons does not wholly cover the body; for the left side is nude as far as the breast, then the other parts of the body are veiled”[footnoteRef:6]. Walter however  fails to mention the company with the queen that his predecessor does - “she came forward attended by three hundred women”[footnoteRef:7].  [1:  Curt. 6.5.25]  [2:  Curt. 6.5.30]  [3:  Walter of Châtillion, Alexandreis 8.44-47]  [4:  Walter of Châtillion, Alexandreis 8.9-10; Curt. 6.5.25]  [5:  Curt. 6.5.27-28; Walter of Châtillion, Alexandreis 8.16-27]  [6:  Curt. 6.5.27]  [7:  Curt. 6.5.26] 


In the Historia de preliis, the encounter between Alexander and the Amazon queen Talistris differs greatly from that described by Curtius and Walter. In this work, Alexander and Talistris converse through a series of letters, never meeting in person. Furthermore, there is absolutely no mention of Talistris’ desire to bare Alexander’s child in the Historia. The first letter of their exchange in the Historia is a threat from Alexander to Talistris, saying “I therefore command you to pay me tribute if you do not wish me to come against you and inflict some harm upon you”[footnoteRef:8]. Talistris’ response details the practices of the Amazons, specifically that of procrastination, with a female child remaining with the mother while a male child would be returned to the father, also mentioned by Curtius[footnoteRef:9]. The letters close with Alexander requesting, and receiving, a peace offering after further threats had been exchanged[footnoteRef:10]. [8:  Historia de preliis p.77]  [9:  Historia de preliis p.78; Curt. 6.5.30-31]  [10:  Historia de preliis pp.78-9] 


The Alexander’s depicted in Curtius and Walter’s versions of the encounter with Talistris are essentially interchangeable with one another. This is likely due to the fact that Walter’s variant of the story was heavily reliant on the work of Curtius. Alternatively, the character of Alexander depicted in Historia de preliis stands apart from the Alexander of Curtius and Walter, seemingly focusing on the military campaigning side of the historical man. 
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