Discourse Analysis module (Errors types from in-class writing)
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(A) Missing language
The most common mistake that Chinese international students make, in their written English, is to leave out certain words from their sentences. Read the following, and try to work out which words are missing. Then write them back in to the sentence:-.

(1) The great advantage of mobile phones is that can help people to stay in touch.

(2) We can search information at any time of the day.

(3) One of the big advantages of mobile phone is that it has many applications and this makes quite convenient.

(4) On one hand, mobile phones allow us to access to internet easily.

(5) One of the disadvantages is you cannot get a signal in any location.

(6) Many young people cannot leave their phone, even an hour.

(7) In addition, if people look the screen for long time, their eyesight will start to decline.

(8) Everything has two sides, so mobile phones have advantages and disadvantages.

(9) It contains abundant resources to help. 












(B) Register
Register refers to level of formality in all communication. Written English is always much more formal than spoken English. However, sometimes people make the mistake of writing as they would speak, for certain words or phrases. With this in mind try to rewrite parts of the following sentences:-

(1) We can search for information via our mobile phones anytime, anywhere, anyway via our mobile phones.

(2) The great advantage of mobile phones is that you can communicate with other people anytime.

(3) You can call anyone in any places.

(4) Moreover, it’s bad for our eyesight.

(5) But, one of the bad points is that face-to-face communication has lessened because of mobile phones.

(6) Furthermore, people can use them to contact each other no matter when and where they want.

(7) You can surf the internet anywhere using your mobile phone.

(8) You don’t need to go to a cinema, a shopping mall or a library.









Here is a selection of other less common errors from your in-class writing on mobile phones. As you can see the 5 sentences have been grouped under 3 different categories. As before, try to correct them all:- 


(C) Pluralisation:-

(1) One of the benefit of the mobile phone is the fact that we can use it to communicate with our friends.

(2) Another drawback is that excessive use of mobile phones may do harm to our health and our brain. 

(D) Lexical (vocabulary) errors

(1) It may easily lead us to have many friends.

(2) Individuals are paying more and more time on their cell-phones every day.


(E) Parts of speech:-
(1) One of the great points is convenient.








ANSWER KEY
(A) Missing language:-

(1) The great advantage of mobile phones is that they can help people to stay in touch.

(2) We can search for information at any time of the day.

(3) One of the big advantages of a mobile phone is that it has many applications and this makes it quite convenient.

(4) On the one hand, mobile phones allow us to access to the internet easily.

(5) One of the disadvantages is (the fact) that you cannot get a signal in any location.

(6) Many young people cannot leave their phone alone, even for an hour.

(7) In addition, if people look at the screen for long time, their eyesight will start to be decline.

(8) Everything has two sides, so mobile phones have both advantages and disadvantages.

(9) It contains abundant resources to help us.












(B) Register:-

(1) We can search for information at any time of the day, at any location and in a number of different ways via our mobile phones anytime, anywhere, anyway via our mobile phones.


(2) The great advantage of mobile phones is that you can communicate with other people at any time of the day anytime.


(3) You can call anyone from any location in any places.


(4) Moreover, it is it’s bad for our eyesight.


(5) However, But, one of the bad points is that face-to-face communication has lessened because of mobile phones.


(6) Furthermore, people can use them to contact each other at any time or from any location no matter when and where they want.


(7) You can surf the internet from any location anywhere using your mobile phone.


(8) You do not don’t need to go to a cinema, a shopping mall or a library.








(C) Pluralisation:-

(1) One of the benefits benefit of the mobile phone is the fact that we can use it to communicate with our friends.

(2) Another drawback is that excessive use of mobile phones may do harm to our health and our brains brain. 


(D) Lexical (vocabulary) errors

(1) It may easily help lead us to make have many friends.

(2) Individuals are spending paying more and more time on their cell-phones every day.


(E) Parts of speech:-
(1) One of the main advantages is the sheer convenience great points is convenient.
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