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This statue of Aphrodite is often renowned for its depiction of the female form. It is thought to have been one of the first nude and life sized sculptures of the female body in Greek history, and as such is often compared to the many male ones from the era. In depicting the goddess in such a way, Praxiteles displays an alternative idea to the male heroic nudity that is frequently shown. This difference is especially heightened, because of the many similarities between this and many other statues of males throughout the period. Praxiteles could have chosen to have represented Aphrodite in a suppressive manner, placing her in a more domestic setting, however instead he chose to mimic the stance and characterisation of the male heroic                                   statues. The ‘contraposto’ pose in particular shows this. 
One consequence of the statue being so beautiful, is that countless copies were made, often changing the art and design. Many of these imitations were changed so as to make the statue more erotic, some making her hands cover her chest, others making her put the entirety of her body on display. One copy even changed the design so much that made her look fully clothed from the front, but around the back, fully exposed her bottom. 
It was supposedly so beautiful that men tried to have sex with the statue, breaking into the sanctuary where it was held, and in one case leaving a vulgar stain on her thigh. 
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