For the purpose of this reflection I will be using Gibbs (1988)
Description
For my assessment I will be reflecting on my online lectures and activities.
This is the first time I have joined a course at university and am studying online, I have started using teams and Moodle for my studies. I use teams meeting to join the online lectures and Moodle to complete my activities and assignments.
I learnt referencing the second week and the 3rd week the structure of Kolb’s and Gibbs and they seem quite straightforward. Few activities are needed to be handed in before the next lecture starts and I think I can manage this well.
I have become a student rep for my group and all my cohorts are in agreement with this decision. I think I will be good with bringing everyone’s opinions forward and opening up discussions about our module.
Feelings
This whole online learning is a new experience for me so the day of the induction was great, I felt very excited to join this course and looked forward to my lectures to start. The following weeks I felt my mood dampen a bit as I missed 2 lectures, one from the academic and employability skills lecture, due to a bank holiday and then I missed a lecture from my professional career development because my teams meeting was showing as cancelled and I couldn’t get access to join. I felt saddened by this because I know I have fallen behind on some work and I may have missed out on some important notes or pointers from my lecturers in the meetings. I feel relieved knowing that all the work and sources will be available on my Moodle for me to carry out.
All in all, the actual lectures that I have joined through teams so far are very interesting! at first, I felt overwhelmed with all the information but now I am thoroughly enjoying myself as I am learning new skills and getting to know my cohorts.
I have become a student representative for my group and I felt very nervous when asked as I’m not that confident and I don’t know my cohorts that well yet but at the same time quite excited because I know everyone is OK with me being a student representative. I don’t know if I have the confidence to speak up and help others to open up if they have concerns or question about the module, I would like to feel like I will be able to do this. 
Evaluation
Looking back at how my term started I think it could have been better if I didn’t miss the lectures. Few good things that came out of this is that 
· I have become a student representative 
· Learning new study skills
· Meeting new cohorts 
· Discovering myself and my ability to carry out assignments using books, online literature.
I can confidently use teams and navigate myself around Moodle. I think if I plan to check dates beforehand then I will avoid missing lectures on teams.
Analysis 
I think that the first day of the induction was very pleasant, meeting my lecturers and being introduced to all the cohorts who will be on this learning journey with me. As the weeks went on and we learnt about different topics I particularly found the week 3 topic interesting, learning the structure of Kolb’s and Gibbs.
Whilst going through the panopto created by my lecturer, I found this idea very encouraging and informative (Kolb’s 1984) do something, think about what you did, come to conclusions about what you did and plan to try again.
Although I am using Gibbs reflective cycle (1988) for my reflection, Kolb’s idea was simple, straight to the point and easy to understand
Another idea that I found very helpful for my work for the week 3 activity was (Drew and Bingham, 2001 p221) ‘... looking back on any experience and making sense of it to identify what to do in the future’.
I can put these methods into practice for all my future assignments and plan my learning journey better.
I think these reflective cycles will help me on this course and the modules as I can use the Kolb’s and Gibbs cycle whenever I carry out my work. This will allow me to look back and re-evaluate my assignments.
I think these cycles can be put into practise with not just assignments. I can use their ideas to better myself as a student representative and in the future come up with solutions to improve myself for my cohorts. I can reflect on myself on how I am at present as a representative and how I can reflect on my cycle to change and improve, so I can be more confident and approachable.
By missing a lecture, I have fallen behind on an activity so I will create a timetable for reminders.
Conclusion 
I have learnt that studying online via teams is the new way of learning. As the weeks go on, I can complete all my activities and assignments Using Kolb’s and Gibbs reflective cycle and other learning skills. There ideas will guide me to improve on assignments and being a student representative. Being a student representative is quite daunting and I will need to put in effort to get to know my cohorts and show them that I am approachable by asking them question’s and if they need to ask me questions which I can pass onto the lecturers on their behalf. 
Action plan
When I next carry out assignments, I will use the Kolb’s and Gibbs reflective cycle (1984, 1988) for guidance. Their ideas are very informative and studying the cycle will allow me to reflect and structure my work and consider actions needed to better myself and my ways of learning.
Using timetables to prioritise on which works need to be handed in first will help my learning journey. To avoid missing future lectures I will use my mobiles alarm as reminders for day before the lectures.
With my cohorts, we can help each other if we miss some information during lectures. It will be an icebreaker and help me grow in confidence as a representative. I have already created a WhatsApp group and slowly we are getting to know each other better, a lot of the members give reminders about dates and deadlines which is great.
