Archival Assessment Practice on William Wilberforce 

Methodology:   
My methodology was to begin with simple searches on the National Archive database. Through this I was then able to see what was available in other archives in both the UK and abroad. It also helped identify archives from the areas that the Wilberforce family held connections to which allowed the discovery of documents which are not directly connected to William Wilberforce but mention him in some way. The Methodology also identified several documents which at this time cannot be accessed. Future attempts should be made to gain access to the mentioned documents. 
The Archived Material: 

Durham 
Duke University Library 
Duke:4432257

This document is a letter written by William Wilberforce though the name of the recipient cannot be read unless the reader is skilled in transcription. The description of the manuscript does not name the receiver the either so those who cannot transcribe with find the document of limited use. The writing is also very clear, so a close transcription is possible. The document also is dated by the archive between 1782-1786. This letter though is dated specifically to August 6th, 1782 which puts it towards the start of the fight of Emancipation. The letter is short and only covers one side of the paper and the top states that it was written in response to a letter that Wilberforce has received that morning. The specifics of the letter are not readable without through knowledge of Wilberforce’s handwriting so it is advised that further examination should be given to this document to identify the specific contents of the letter. If a researcher wishes to view the document it is available of Duke University’s website or it is available for viewing in its original form at the Duke University Library. 

Kew
The National Archives 
PROB 11/1825/373 7

This document is the last will and testament of William Wilberforce Esquire. It details the assets that he possessed at his death and how they where to be distributed. The will is useful as it allows us to view what Wilberforce owned at his death and how he wanted his property to be divided up. Historians who are interested the family financial history may also glems some information from it based on the property mention in the text. The text is clear to read so a transcription is possible with some degree of ease as none of the pages have fading text. The document is currently available online on the National Archives website which any researcher can access for a small fee. Those who have accounts for the site though can access the document for free. We know the document is legitimate as it is legal document which signed and seals by both witnesses and William Wilberforce’s name.



Hull 
Wilberforce House and Georgian Houses 
NRA 10757 Wilberforce House

According to the description of the of the piece the file contains correspondents relating to the trans-Atlantic slave trade. Specifically, it contains details about slave cargoes being sent to West Indies and to plantations on Grenada, Barbados, and Trinidad. This document will be of value to historians as it contains details of the slave trade to the Caribbean possessions. The document is unavailable online so those wishing to view it will have to visit the archive in person. The correspondence is dated between 1826 and 1838 so some of the correspondence comes after the 1807 act which abolished the slave trade and others come after the bill which abolished slavery. This document will be of use to those investigating Wilberforce’s role in the abolition of the slavery and how he interpreted the events of the time. 







