ECGE4003Q – Ffion Lindley

Part 1:
In Wales, there is a wide range of important policies, procedures, and documents that tell us what Youth Work is, where Youth Work is Based and what its purpose is. These documents can benefit students as well as those who work in the field of Youth Work. According to the document (Youth Work in Wales: Review Group, 2018), one of the most important principles of Youth Work is that the relationship between a Young Person and Youth Worker is voluntary. All Young People aged between 11 -25 can access support from a Youth Service.
There are many books that emphasize the relationship between Young People and Youth Workers, one including (Jeffs and Smith, 2010) who state that the voluntary principle means that the Young People can choose to enter the relationship with the Youth Worker and end the relationship when their needs have been met. The Youth Work Strategy for Wales (wg,2019) also explains that Youth Work is based on the voluntary participation between Young People and Youth Workers and that this helps the young people feel like empowered partners.
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Part 2:
[bookmark: _Hlk89380216]This essay will discuss the definition and purposes of Youth Work. The purpose of Youth Work has been made by the (CLD Standards Council Scotland), They state it 
 Enables young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social, and educational development. To enable them to develop their voice, influence, and place in society to reach their full potential (CLD Standards Council Scotland). It is important for Youth Workers to be able to build positive relationships with their Young People. (Blacker 2010) explains “a central task for any Youth Worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with Young People”. (Jolly, 2010, p6) states “it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining Youth Work practice rests with the worker”.
Youth Workers provide Young People with opportunities to learn but in a non-formal and informal way, the activities that Youth Workers use are tools that “provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of Youth Work to take place. They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning” (Harte, 2020).
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Part 2b:
· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism.
Its important students avoid this because they need to be able to prove their points are coming from further sources than just their opinion.
· You only have to reference when you use direct quotation. Is this true or false?   It is FALSE as you can be accused of plagiarism. You should reference when you quote, paraphrase, or write anything where you were inspired by another person.
· Wikipedia is a good place to search for the information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reason, whether you believe this statement is true or false?
Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information as it can be edited by anyone, and not everyone is educated on certain topics so their information could be incorrect.
· Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
Firstly a long quotation is started as a separate paragraph, then you should indent the paragraph. Long quotations are not required to have quotations marks. However, you must reference, and to do this you need to open bracket (the author’s surname, the year it was published, page number or URL enclosed) close bracket.
· Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
Firstly, look at the submission sheet to see what it is asking you to cover and what you should include. Plan what you want to present within your essay and research for information to back up your argument. You can find important information on the internet, books, journal articles, the reading list supplied by your lecturers or lecturers themselves.
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Introduction.
This is a critical response to the article ‘Student’s perspectives on cyber bullying’ written by Agatston, Kowalski, and Limber (2007). The aim of the article is to better understand the impact of cyber bullying on students and whether prevention measures need to be put in place. This critical response will look at the structure, language, evidence, and reasoning to include some recommendations for future improvements. 
For many years, cyber bullying has affected the lives of many young people and the communities they live in. Due to the increase of accessibility to the internet and the need for phones to stay socially relevant, there is a need for internet safety. Cyber bullying has had a massive impact on how youth and community workers practice, and how they respond to their responsibilities. 
The main finding of this article is the number of students being affected by cyber bullying, how it has affected young people, and their responses to witnessing or experiencing cyber bullying. The authors intentions with this article were to raise awareness and to help the future practice of mainstream schools and how they deal with cyber bullying.
 
Structure 
The structure of this article follows the format of most professional journals. It starts with an abstract that summarises the article, followed by an introduction though this is not titled. Next, it goes on to discuss the methods used in the study and results before offering a discussion about the findings collected from the study. Lastly, there is an acknowledgment and a small paragraph at the end for the referencing. The discussion is split roughly in half looking at results and the recommendations. Usually in journals, the conclusion and recommendations are displayed separately within the article, possibly in a separate paragraph, however, there is no clear conclusion although recommendations could be seen as a conclusion for the study.
The use of paragraphs varies within the article. The introduction and methods have average size paragraphs but the results and discussion both include lengthy paragraphs over 20 lines long. Cottrell (2019, pp. 294-95) suggests that paragraphs should be short and effective. In other words, readers may struggle to find information easily and quickly in large paragraphs. The article does not seem to use linking words between paragraphs, Cottrell (2019, p. 296) says linking words helps show the reader what is going to be discussed next, so it is easier to find the information they need. It also helps the writing flow better, however, there are very few linking words. 
This article makes use of statistics and numbers in the introduction and methods however they are not used in the results or discussion. References are added at the end as an appendix. Next, I will look at the language used in the article.
Language.
The style used in this article is formal because the language is academic and not conversational. Is it quite easy to read because there is not too much jargon or academic language even though it is In a formal style. There is a lot of persuasive language in the final section where recommendations are made as they only recommend their opinions and reference their own work. The author uses a lot of objective language for example ‘it is possible’, also discussing schools and classes in general without giving their opinion about what type of schools and classes they are referring to. I will now go on to discuss the evidence and reasoning within this article. 
Evidence and reasoning.
There is a lot of repetition within this article, however, the text only relies on their own findings and referencing their own work. This can be seen as biased as they are not reading others’ opinions and using a wider range of resources. Their argument of cyber bullying being a problem is consistent throughout the article as they repeat their statement on multiple occasions to get their point across. The text only relies on evidence of their own study and the opinions of 4 mainstream schools. The evidence that they gathered can be seen as inaccurate as the article was written in 2007 and the evidence may have changed since then. This article was also written in America so the statistics can be different in other countries. However, the evidence is effective in supporting their argument and assisted them to conclude that cyber bullying is in fact a problem. 
Conclusion.
To conclude, my overall opinion was that this was not a helpful academic article to support cyber bullying as the study is years old. You would not separate groups by gender anymore, as to be inclusive, it means we need to keep genders together unless the Young People choose to separate the group themselves. 
I would recommend doing mixed-gender studies as well as surveys in schools across the country to be able to get more accurate feedback. When writing an article, I would recommend writing in shorter paragraphs as the reader could get lost within the writing. I feel this article would have been an excellent academic article when it was published, however, lifestyles have changed now so the practice of how we deal with cyber bullying has also changed.
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