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Evaluate the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies (e.g. problem-oriented policing, predictive policing, intelligence-led policing, reactive policing) in relation to a specific type of crime of your own choosing. Your answer must be based on academic research, not personal experience.

This essay will explore the effectiveness of two crime prevention strategies in connection with burglary. Section 9 of the Theft Act (1968) governs and defines burglary as entering a premises as a trespasser and stealing or entering with the intention to steal, inflict grievous bodily harm or cause damage (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). Burglaries are prevalent in the UK, with roughly 192 thousand home burglaries being reported in Wales and England between 2021 and 2022 (Office for National Statistics, 2022). The impact of burglaries can be highly detrimental to victims and can consist of financial loss, anxiety, sleeplessness, and a distrust of others (Maguire and Bennett, 1982). Therefore, it is of great importance to adopt effective crime prevention strategies when dealing with burglaries, with the overall aims of reducing the rate of re-offending, preventing future instances of burglary, and consequently safeguarding communities.

	The first crime prevention strategy to be explored is problem orientated policing (POP). POP aims to identify a specific problem, discover effective policing responses through understanding of that problem, and then assess the effectiveness of these responses (Reisig, 2010). An example of a POP scheme is the Crime Reduction Programme (CRP), which was established in England and Wales in 1999, and is underpinned by the principles of POP (Maguire, 2004). The CRP used an array of initiatives to reduce neighbourhood crimes, such as burglaries, including implementing CCTV, making drug arrest referrals, installing locks for pensioners, and employing neighbourhood wardens (Tura, 2019). Research suggests that POP is highly effective in tackling burglaries as the second stage of POP includes gaining an understanding of the policing problem, therefore by adopting a POP approach it allows police to develop a solid knowledge base of the offence in question and why it is taking place in a particular area (Bullock and Tilley, 2012). Therefore, by gaining a good understanding of certain offences, such as burglaries, it allows police to discover the underlying causes of these offences. Thus, there is a greater chance of more effective police responses being employed as police are able to adopt a preventative and proactive stance rather than reactive, as police gain an understanding of why burglaries are carried out in the first instance. Support of this arises from statistics published by the Office for National Statistics (2017) which show that between 1993 and 2015 the number of reported burglaries in England and Wales (excluding attempted burglaries) decreased by 68%. Therefore, it can be suggested that the reduction in burglaries can be due to advancements in research guided policing and the development of such theories such as POP, as the notion of POP was first introduced in 1990 (Wakefield and Fleming, 2009). Therefore, as research and evidence-based crime prevention strategies have developed the number of burglaries has significantly decreased. However, it is important to note that although a relationship exists between reduction in burglaries and the emergence of theories such as POP, causation should not be drawn between the two. This is because there are other variables which exist which may have also influenced the decrease in burglaries overtime, such as economic factors including an increase in employment rates and advancements in technology such as CCTV and other home security systems (Chang, 2011).  
 	An additional crime prevention strategy employed to address burglaries is hot spots policing. Hot spots policing is a crime prevention strategy whereby areas known as ‘hot spots’, which are areas with high crime rates are targeted (College of Policing, 2018). An example of the use of hot spots policing comes from a study by Bennett (1995); this study looked at burglaries in Cambridge and was able to identify that residential burglaries were not evenly distributed and were more prevalent in the Northwest of the city. Cambridge police were then able to use these findings to inform crime prevention strategy as the Northwest became the hot spot for police intervention. Therefore, by reducing burglary rates in this particular area, the overall burglary rates for Cambridge would subsequently decline. When evaluating the effectiveness of hot spots policing as a crime prevention technique for burglaries, it is important to note that a critique of hot spots policing is that some research suggests that it can lead to crime displacement, whereby offenders simply move to a different area which is not a police target (Braga, Papachristos and Hureau, 2012). Alternatively, other research suggests that directing police interventions such as directed patrols and proactive arrests to hot spot areas is an effective tool (Braga and Bond, 2008). Fielding and Jones (2012) used predictive risk mapping to target domestic burglary in Trafford. Predictive risk mapping is a police system which uses previous crime data to identify future crime hot spots (Johnson et al., 2009) This study concluded that by identifying hot spots and targeting these areas, there was a significant decline in the number of reported burglaries and therefore Greater Manchester Police were able to more effectively and efficiently deploy resources.

	Overall, burglaries are a frequently reported crime and due the effects of burglaries on victims, it is a crime that police are continuously working to reduce. There are several crime prevention strategies that have been developed, whereby their findings are applicable to targeting and reducing the number of burglaries in a particular area. However, as this essay demonstrates, there are studies which support the effectiveness of certain crime prevention techniques, but nevertheless research also exists which draws upon the limitations of such crime prevention strategies. Consequently, it is useful to acknowledge that no single crime prevention strategy is without limitations, and instead a combination of crime prevention strategies could be utilised together which could achieve a more successful outcome when targeting burglaries and other related crimes. 
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Community policing – to what extent do police have a role in creating and maintaining community cohesion? Your answer must be based on academic research.

This essay will explore the concept of community cohesion and discuss why this concept is an important construct for individuals living within society. The role of neighbourhood policing teams will also be discussed and how the police service has a responsibility to promote and maintain community cohesion will be addressed. This essay will also draw upon other agencies that have a responsibility in promoting community cohesion and other factors which effect the overall cohesion of a community.

	Community cohesion is a term used to describe well connected communities whereby individuals living within these communities have respectable relationships with one another despite factors such as age, race and religion (Wales Safer Communities Network, 2021). Therefore, in a cohesion community, the community functions in harmony rather than in conflict. Community cohesion is an important construct as without cohesion the stability of communities is threatened which can lead to community tension and an increase in crime and disorder (Cantle, 2018). Research by Shechory-Bitton and Soen (2016) measured levels of distress in African refugees within a chosen community and it was concluded that those who reported reduced community cohesion also reported greater levels of fear, perceived risk and overall distress. This research highlights the importance of community cohesion and how it plays a role in ensuring individuals living within communities feel safe and secure, which ultimately affects their overall feelings of happiness. Additional research has also suggested that greater levels of community cohesion are associated with a greater sense of belonging amongst individuals (Lev‐Wiesel, 2003) in addition to this, greater reported levels of community cohesion has been associated with reduced levels of fear and reduced levels of crime (Lee and Earnest, 2003).

	The role of police, specifically Neighbourhood Policing Teams (NPT) in creating and maintaining community cohesion is vital. In order for police to be aware of issues within communities that may threaten community cohesion, it is important that officers effectively engage with members of these communities, which is known as community engagement (College of Policing, 2013). This offers the opportunity for individuals to speak with officers about issues in a particular area and this awareness and understanding of community issues that neighbourhood policing teams possess is fundamental to these issues then being addressed and targeted by police. Research has suggested that effective community engagement leads to an increase in public confidence and trust of the police service (Jackson and Bradford, 2010) and with an increased trust of police there is greater likelihood that members of the public will confide in police and discuss any divides and tensions that exist within communities, therefore police can then work with other agencies to target these divides to ultimately improve community cohesion. 

Furthermore, in order for community cohesion to be achieved, problems which create tension within communities, such as anti-social behaviour (ASB), need to be addressed. Police have a role in addressing ASB and other crimes, and if police do so successfully, this will lead to a reduction in issues such as ASB and other crime within communities, which should lead to greater community satisfaction and cohesion. Support of this notion comes from Wickes et al., (2012) who found that higher levels of ASB are associated with lower reports of social cohesion, which suggests that if police can effectively target issues such as ASB, reported levels of community cohesion should subsequently improve as communities will experience fewer problems. 

Although police have a key role in promoting community cohesion, creating and maintain community cohesion should be viewed as a collective responsibility with other agencies such as the local authority. Gendrot (2001) looked at two factors which impact community cohesion; actual crime and fear of crime and found that in order to reduce these variables there needs to be partnership between local authorises, educators, police and participation from communities. This suggests that although police can aim to improve cohesion within the communities, it is also important to have engagement and involvement from partner agencies that can assist such as schools, the health service, the local authority and housing associations. Therefore, there should be a joint approach to achieving and upholding community cohesion. Additionally, it is important for individuals living within communities to have positive attitudes towards achieving community cohesion and at the individual level there should be an absence of racist or extreme views (Thomas, 2007), especially if these views are targeted towards minority groups which may reside within the community. As an important factor to achieving community cohesion is for individuals living in diverse communities to feel safe and respected (McGhee, 2003). If individuals living within a community voice racist or stereotypical views to other individuals living within the same community, this can have the opposite effect of cohesion and can result in community tensions and divides. Consequently, there is responsibility upon individuals living in communities to engage in positive and respectful manner with other members of their community.

	Overall, the police play a vital role in creating and maintaining community cohesion, and it is central to the role of a neighbourhood policing officers. These officers aim to tackle neighbour issues, even seemingly minor neighbour disputes, as if these issues are left unresolved, this can create tensions which ultimately disrupt community cohesion. However, other agencies are also responsible for upholding principles of community cohesion, these include housing agencies, the local authority and schools. Additionally, although the role of police is important, there is also reasonability at the individual level for those living within communities to be open minded, respectful and empathic towards others that they share their community with.
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What impact can personal bias have on investigations, and how effective are the measures in place to prevent this? Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience.

This essay will focus upon the role and impacts of personal bias in police investigations. Firstly, this essay will draw upon what personal biases exist in the field of policing and how these biases can unconsciously influence decision making. Additionally, this essay will then look at what measures are put in place to prevent personal biases affecting police investigations, and research which aims to evaluate if these measures are effective will also be discussed.

Personal biases in policing can be described as a prejudice that has been formed about a person or situation, and this prejudice usually reflects an individual’s own personal experiences, beliefs or background (BBC, 2020). Personal biases can be conscious/explicit, which are prejudices that individuals have and are aware of, or biases can be unconscious/implicit, which are prejudices that individuals are unaware of, but these prejudices can still influence an individual’s behaviour (College of Policing, 2016). There is an array of research which looks at how and why personal biases influence police investigations. For example, Elaad (2022) proposed that during police investigations there is a tendency for officers to have a belief that a certain suspect is guilty of an offence and then use ‘tunnel vision’ when evaluating evidence, which is where officers ultimately filter evidence selectively in order to build a case to support the suspect’s conviction. Research by Maynard and Schelly (2017) suggests that if officers work in accordance with their own personal biases this can be detrimental, as if only evidence in line with the officer’s own personal biases is considered, this means that evidence pointing to the suspect’s innocence is disregarded, which can ultimately lead to wrongful convictions. There is also research which looks at other biases which exists within the field of policing, these include a gender bias with exists whereby research suggests that it is assumed that in a domestic abuse relationship, it is more likely to be assumed that the victim will be female and the perpetrator male (Dutton and White, 2013). Other biases include racial biases; research suggests that race was used as a factor which influenced when officers used certain police powers such as stop searches (Goff and Barsamian, 2012). 

Therefore, there is a need for measures to be put in place in order to try and reduce the impact of personal biases in police investigations in order for investigations to be more impartial and objective. The first measure put in place is officer training. In a study by Miller et al., (2020) researchers examined the effects of a racial and ethical bias training programme to determine if this had any effects on officer’s subsequent use of stop and search powers. The study found that training was associated with a reduction in officer bias as training reduced officer’s reliance on ethical and racial stereotypes when deciding to stop and search individuals, resulting in decisions to stop search being based on legitimate reasonable grounds. Further research which supports to the use of officer training to reduce personal bias comes from Glaser (2015) who conducted a review of implicit biases in the criminal justice system and concluded that police training reduces personal biases as it exposes officers to information that challenges common stereotypes and shows officers the process by which stereotypes can unconsciously guide behaviour. However, it should be noted that although there is research to suggest that officer training is an effective tool in reducing personal biases, much of this research takes place within a training setting which is a controlled environment, and for training to be successful officers need to continue to apply the principles of training to real world scenarios once training is complete. 

Another measure put in place to reduce the impact of personal bias in investigations is community policing. Research suggests that an effective way to reduce biases against certain groups of individuals is to engage in positive contact with these groups (Spencer, Charbonneau, and Glaser, 2016). Community/neighbourhood policing is a method that encourages officers to interact and build positive relationships with the people in the neighbourhood in which they police (College of Policing, 2021). Support of this measure comes from Dhont, Cornelis and Van (2010) who conducted a study to examine the association between police officers contact with minority groups and officers’ future levels of bias, prejudice attitudes and self-reported behaviour. The study concluded that positive contact between officers and minority groups, such as immigrants, was associated with reduced findings of bias and prejudice towards members of these groups and positive contact was also correlated with a greater finding of procedural fairness. Therefore, this research supports the notion that officer’s personal biases can be challenged and therefore reduced by positive interactions with groups of individuals. However, although there is an array of research examining associations between intergroup contact and personal biases, there is limited research between these variables in the policing domain, which is a limitation of this measure as further exploration is needed.
In conclusion, whether implicit or explicit, personal biases can impact upon police investigations which ultimately affects how objectively officers can conduct investigations. As discussed in this essay they are measures put in place to reduce the impact of biases in police investigations such as officer training and community policing. If officers gain a better awareness of biases and an understanding of how these biases affect their own behaviour, this knowledge can subsequently improve officers’ attitudes and actions, which helps ensure decision making is fair and justified. However, there is no measure to completely eradicate personal biases as they exist to a degree in all humans in all professional domains. 
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What characteristics or factors increase the risk of exploitation by Serious or Organised Crime Gangs? Your answer should examine both the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of victims of exploitation.

This essay will explore the factors which are associated with an increased risk of victim exploitation, specially within organised crime gangs.  Organised crime gangs or organised crime groups are groups of three or more individuals whose purpose is to carry out criminal activities, typically the trafficking of illegal drugs (Crown Prosecution Service, 2019). Organised crime gangs are a serious problem within the UK, police forces across the UK aim to tackle organised crime gangs, mainly the transportation of illegal drugs and violent crime that is associated with such gangs (GOV, 2023). Therefore, in order to do so it is important to gain a better understanding of the factors which increase the likelihood of individuals becoming exposed to and exploited by these gangs in the first instance. 

There is an array of research which examines how both psychological and socio-economic factors influence gang involvement (Alleyne and Wood 2013). A psychological factor which has been associated with gang involvement is childhood adversity. Reports suggest that in the UK around 6% for individuals aged between ten and nineteen years old report that they belong to a gang (Sharp et al., 2006), therefore suggesting that participant in gang activities and exposure to serious organised crime gangs can begin at a young age. It has been put forward that adversity and trauma in childhood may be associated with a greater likelihood of individuals belonging to organised crime gangs in later life (Wolff et al., 2019). A study by Quinn et al., (2017) conducted interviews with members of six different organised crime gangs and found that childhood aversity, including experiencing personal trauma and experiencing childhood violence, was associated with gang membership. One explanation for this finding is that individuals who have experienced adversity or violence in childhood are likely to be psychologically desensitised to the violence that exists amongst gangs (Quinn et al., (2017), additional research also suggests that youths that have experienced childhood aversity may join gangs for a sense of security and protection (Garbarino, 2001). Furthermore, research suggests that childhood aversity is associated with later drug and alcohol misuse (McDaniel, 2012) therefore, individuals may participate in organised crime gangs to sustain and fuel their drug and alcohol habits. It is also well accepted that childhood aversity is linked to individuals experiencing mental health challenges in later life (Merrick, et al., 2017), and research has found that the number of reported mental health conditions such as psychosis, anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder are significantly higher in gang members compared with individuals that are not members of a gang (Coid et al, 2013).

In addition to psychological factors, there are also socio-economic factors which influence victim exploitation in relation to gangs, one of these factors is individuals living in poverty. Research suggests that living below the poverty line is a risk factor for gang involvement (Bliss-Holtz, 2011) and that those individuals in low-income households are more likely to be targeted and motivated to join gangs (Lahey et al., 1999). One explanation for this finding is that in geographical areas that are more poverty stricken, more gangs may exist (Pyrooz and Sweeten, 2015), therefore with gangs being more normalised and prevalent in these areas, there is a greater likelihood of individuals associating with such gangs. Additionally, individuals living in poverty may become exploited by gangs as these individuals are motivated by the potential monetary gain (Owen and Greeff, 2015), these individuals may believe that there is a lack of employment opportunities in their area and therefore undertaking criminal activity within gangs is an opportunity for gaining money. Support of the notion that environmental factors influence victim exploitation into gangs comes from Heimer (1997) who suggested that violence at home, parental drug and alcohol use and parental gang membership are all factors associated with low socioeconomic status and these factors are also predictive of gang involvement. 

However, a study by Eitle, Gunkel and Van Gundy (2004) looked the risk factors predicting gang memberships using longitudinal data, their sample consisted of a multi-ethnic cohort of young adult males, and their findings concluded that exposure to stressful life events and family financial problems were both found to predict involvement with gangs. This research suggests that both psychological and socio-economic factors have a combined effect on an individual’s likelihood to become involved in organised crime gangs and it is a combination of both psychological and socio-economic factors which untimely influences gang involvement. Further support of this comes from Wyrick and Howell (2004) who found that the presence of multiple risk factors from multiple categories such as family, personal, peer and environmental factors predicted an increased risk for gang involvement, more than multiple risk factors in one category. Therefore, suggesting that an array of factors both physiological and socio-economical are likely to work together to drive participation into gang activity. 

Overall, there are various factors associated with organised crime gang involvement, some of which have been the focus of this essay. However, there is research to suggest that several other factors exist at an individual and environmental level which influence entry into organised crime gangs. Although research suggests that childhood aversity and poverty are good indicators of involvement in organised crime, not every individual who has experienced poverty and childhood aversity becomes involved in serious organised crime gangs, which shows that other factors as well as protective factors such as the presence of role models, personal resilience, social support and education may be worth exploring to provide a more holistic understanding of gang participation.  
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