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[bookmark: _Toc47368128]Research topic
The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on the students’ learning experiences
[bookmark: _Toc47368129]Research background and rationale
A virtual learning environment in educational technology has been defined as Web-based platform for imparting digital aspects of study modules in the educational institutions. These learning activities provide the students with tactics in order to represent resources, actions and communications within the course module and session incorporated with multiple assessment stages (Kazanidis et al., 2018). It has been understood that students irrespective of remaining associated with offline course and learning environment needs to be equipped with the digital learning platform so that efficiency gets bestowed with respect to both academic and technological proficiencies. Henceforth, student have been seen to learn a lot from such virtual environments and they remain more inclined towards such smart and digital learning platforms and the accessibility to learning materials also become much easier for them (Ifinedo et al., 2018). This is the reason this research context has been chosen for further understanding besides knowing the fact that to what extent students have become beneficial from such digital virtual learning platforms and what are the probable shortcomings of such environment. 
[bookmark: _Toc47368130]Research aim
The aim of this proposed research study is to identify the impact of virtual learning environment (VLE) - Moodle on the learning experience of students. 
[bookmark: _Toc47368131]Research objectives
· To go through the existing literary sources related to the impact of VLE in students’ learning experiences
· To determine the positive or beneficial role of VLE on the learning experiences of students associated with the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus 
· To identify the probable relevance and accuracy of the utilisation of VLE with respect to student learning and their academic feasibility
· To carry forward a survey in order to collect first-hand data from the students of the aforementioned campus about VLE and their thought process about the same
· To carry out secondary data collection and interpretation for the provision of literary backup to the primary collected data for providing rigor to this research study 
· To provide necessary recommendations for improving student learning experiences through VLE and to mitigate existing loopholes
[bookmark: _Toc47368132]Literature review
The current British Higher Education Sector had been thinking a lot about making the students’ learning experiences more feasible and proficient and in order to do so have identified the importance of VLE ,Owing to the current pandemic situation by the global transmission of corona virus infection, almost all educational institutions throughout the world had been shut down since the onset of the lockdown. This has resulted in adverse effect of the students’ education and academics because classroom sessions have become completely stalled until further notice. Hence, under such circumstances, virtual learning environment has become more approachable and trustworthy for students and teachers alike. With the help of this digital teaching platform, teachers have engaged in giving online classes to their students and students have also become more inclined towards such technologically advanced digital classrooms (Pellas et al., 2018). This is probably because of the fact that students do not need to attend classes live in the academic institutions and whatever were to be taught in the sessions have been carried out in the virtual learning platform. Course modules are getting covered and student teachers are remaining engaged through audio-visual platforms in order to provide this digital teaching a touch of live classroom session. There are many audio-visual platforms which have been conjugated with VLE in order to provide a relaxing and uninterrupted teaching and learning environment for students and teachers.
VLE has been widely known for being one of the best online educational tools used in foreign languages and English in non-English speaking countries. In order to carry forward the trend of online learning and teaching, educators often look out for the most appropriate methods for encouraging competent communication for the sake of students both in local and foreign languages. This also facilitates the learning environment as far as teaching new language is concerned. There had been a latest research work undertaken by a group of researchers on the effect of Moodle, a VLE platform which is free and openly accessible for all as far as the listening skills of A1 students were concerned (Mpungose, 2020). The outcome of this research reflected that there is indeed a positive effect of using this freely accessible platform on the listening skills of the students. There is also a very close association of VLE with that of student learning experiences. Researchers have suggested that as the feasibility and approachability of the digital learning platforms increase, the learning experiences of the students associated with these platforms also increases with time. 
Several research studies have also emphasised upon the loopholes associated with VLE especially with Moodle. These platforms are highly dependent on internet connectivity and technological uninterruptedness. Hence, those students who are unable to afford such installations are incapable of remaining associated with VLE (Castro, 2017). This also calls for self-discipline since there is no direct supervision of the educators upon the students. It is the duty of the students to attend each and every classroom sessions on time and deliver the assignments within the stipulated time-period. Students also need to remain fully aware of the inherent technology and other miscellaneous parameters in order to seamlessly carry out their digital learning sessions through Moodle (Sabah, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc47368133]Research methodology 
This research has incorporated two significant modes of data collection, namely primary and secondary modes. In order to acquire primary first-hand data, the researcher has chosen 25 students from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus associated with the Business Administration department. A set of close-ended questions have been formulated through Google Forms and the URL of the survey form have been sent of all these 25 students who had provided consent to take part in this research. Because of the current pandemic situation, the data collection has been strictly kept online. The likelihood of the gathered responses have been graphically represented and analysed in order to address the research objectives. On the other hand, as far as collection of secondary data is concerned, a series of already published articles have been referred in order to understand researchers’ understanding about the influence of VLE on students’ learning experiences.





[bookmark: _Toc47368134]Findings and analysis 
[bookmark: _Toc47368135]Primary data analysis 
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Most of the selected participants possess the necessary and requisite computing skills and it has been seen that they barely face any issue while remaining engaged with VLE-Moodle. Hence, it can be state that in order to seamlessly access through Moodle or other forms of VLE platforms, having a good knowledge of basic computing skills such as email, MS-Office software and internet browsing are highly necessary. 
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Most of the students have positively acknowledged the utilisation and involvement with VLE platforms with respect to other courses as well. This means that maximum students of the Business Administration course have previous knowledge about virtual and digital learning environment and hence, prior expertise has made it easier for them to go through online class sessions and access materials at their own ease and feasibility. 
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Out of the pandemic situation that has recently shaken the entire world and because of this, global administration and international relations have also take a setback, educational sector in the UK is such a platform where the British Higher Education is reluctant to keep their students’ learning inhibited. Hence, the implementation of VLE-Moodle has been undertaken for all courses irrespective of student level. Even the lowermost class has also been encouraged to get their students under the practice of VLE so that classroom sessions do not get halted at all. 
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Maximum participants who actually had the previous expertise of getting associated with VLE and are also currently going through digital classroom session shave stated that learning through VLE media are seamless and student friendly as well. Henceforth, these students are more inclined towards learning from virtual media rather than conventional offline sessions. This is probably because gaining access to multiple study materials and discussing with fellow peers and module supervisors in the virtual media platform is far more beneficial and easier.
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The user interface of the VLE-Moodle as per most of the students who are aware of this platform has been stated to be user friendly. This means that the options and links provided in the Moodle platform to reach different destinations are rather easier to understand and any individual without any prior knowledge of using such virtual platforms will also not face much difficulty in understanding the whereabouts of the sessions. Educators and module supervisors post comments, assignments, deadlines, Turnitin submission links as well as accessory study materials for the easy coursework submission and learning of the students. These options and URLs are easily accessible and approachable by the students without any hurdles. 
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Almost all the students need to register themselves in the VLE-Moodle through their institutional identity numbers or registered e-mail address. In this case, sending off queries or raising concerns regarding any issue or submitting bits and pieces of assignments other than the portal itself through electronic media that is e-mail becomes far easier for the students. This is because of the inbuilt synchronisation of the email addresses of the students with the VLE portal. 
[image: ]
Students have also reported that they did not face much difficulty or hindrance while finding or accessing course materials and other miscellaneous module announcements in the VLE platform. This is because of the user friendly interface of the platform that has made the approachability of these destinations higher. 
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Many students have also agreed to the fact that the inbuilt features of the Moodle are user friendly and advanced that students do not face much problem in submitting the allocated assignments within the stipulated time frame. The assignments are provided with deadline and in some cases, the expiry time of the submission URLs are also provided thereby allowing the students to start off with their assignments as early as possible. 
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The email addresses and the registered portal addresses of the module guides/supervisors are also attached in the VLE platform as per each and every coursework and assignments are concerned. Hence, whenever any student faces any problem and needs to raise a query, a direct URL allows them to communicate with their supervisors within the classroom time period. 
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Most of the participants have understood and appreciated the user friendliness of VLE interface and have reported that this platform is easier to use and the instructions provided in the platform are also easy to follow. The students never find much difficulty to reach the requisite destination or page they are looking for. 
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As mentioned earlier as well, the students actively associated with VLE platforms are fully aware of basic computing skills and those who lack such proficiencies, are unable to seamlessly access VLE platform. They also find difficulty in reaching the destination or the materials they are looking for because of the unawareness of the soft computing skills. It is hence recommended that every student willing to participate in VLE sessions has basic computer knowledge and internet browsing awareness. 
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Most students think that each and every course materials cannot be found in the VLE dashboard or destination folders where they are supposed to be present. This means that students are expected to search freely in other websites and database as well or go through books in order to gain complete knowledge about any designated course or assignment. Hence, this is one of the first and foremost loopholes of VLE.
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Many student also think that the absence of direct supervision by their course supervisors while the classes get conducted or the assignments are under processing has made the coursework rather dull and inappropriate. Many students think that a practical approachability is more suitable so that the entire responsibility of being self-disciplined by the students do not get bestowed upon the candidates which becomes rather difficult to follow at times.                             


[bookmark: _Toc47368137]Conclusion
On a concluding note, it can be stated that VLE has got both positive and negative sides and influence rather equally on the learning experiences of students. The benefit of providing online classes and conducting the class sessions online without the live presence and that too under such global pandemic situation had been beneficial for both students and teachers. This has helped to maintain their safety and hygiene. On the other hand, the absence of live practical sessions, direct supervision and inaccessible or absence of enough learning materials have also made this platform difficult to ascertain after a certain time period. 
[bookmark: _Toc47368138]Recommendations 
It is highly recommended that students willing to get associated with VLE have high-speed internet connection at their residence and they are well-known about basic computing skills. The module tutors and recommended to provide all sorts of available study materials so that everything becomes available in the Moodle platform without the intervention of accessory search. There should also be features to track the achievements and improvements of individual students through Moodle. 
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Q6. The user interface of VLE-Moodle is user friendly
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Q7. Are you engaged with the VLE-Moodle?
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@8. Communication by emails is rather easier through VLE
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Q9. Itis easier to access course and module announcements through VLE-Moodle
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Q10. The inbuilt features and learning activities of VLE-Moodle are helpful in completing

assignments
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Q1. Itis easier to collaborate with lecturers while using VLE learning activities
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Q12. VLE features and learning activities are easy to follow
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Q13. VLE features cannot be used in absence of basic computing skills
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Q14. Each and every course material cannot be found under VLE
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Q@15. Absence of in-house practical approach makes it difficult for student learning
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Q1. What is your gender?
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@2. Do you agree that you are proficient about basic computing skills while using VLE?
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Q3. Have you ever used or interacted with VLE on any other course?
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Q4. Did you receive any induction to using VLE?
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