Exhibition 1.0 Pro forma

Please ensure to answer all questions posed in this document. This document is used to help facilitate the assessment of your final year exhibition. Ensure to be thorough in how you address each point. 

	Student Name:  Mia Kirby



	Part One: Knowledge and Understanding Skills (30%) 
Artist Statement
In this section, students must provide an artist statement clearly demonstrating their understanding of key themes and ideas underpinning their photographic practice. The statement should contextualize the exhibited work. The artist statement should function to support the audience's engagement with the work durg the exhibition. 

	
This project looks at everyday life on family-run farms, focusing on the atmosphere, routines, and environments that often go unseen. Rather than staged moments, these images capture things as they are in their raw form. 

The animals are a central part of this environment, not just as livestock but as living presences woven into daily routines. There is a clear connection between farmers and their animals, built through care, familiarity, and constant interaction, becoming an important part of the atmosphere I’ve tried to capture.

There’s a strong feeling of continuity in these spaces, where work and home are closely intertwined, and where each part of the environment carries meaning. While the work is grounded in current pressures facing farming families, my focus is on the lived experience; the environment, the relationships within it, and the connection between people, animals, and place. 

These images aim to give a sense of what it feels like to be there, offering a glimpse into a way of life shaped by both tradition and change.







	Part Two: Knowledge and Understanding Skills (30%) 
Key Research

In this section, students must provide a clear and concise overview of 3 key pieces of artwork research. This research should demonstrate how it has informed the making of your exhibition work. We aren’t concerned with knowing background information on the artist (biography), instead we are interested to understand how the work has influenced you. Please provide visuals to support your writing.

Max 3 artists, 500 – 1000 words (approx.) words.

	
With my project, I wanted there to be a unique element about my work, something different that captures people’s attention. I wanted to show aesthetically pleasing images, but in a serious context telling an important message to the audience. 

I was inspired by many artists, both documentary and non-documentary but these three artists were the ones that stood out to me, inspiring me to make my work. 

James Rebanks
[image: A person with a herd of sheep

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
James Rebanks is a photographer who mainly works on documentary photography. The series of work I want to focus on is the English pastoral book which is about where he follows a family on a farm in the Lake District. He focuses on how the farmers changed over overtime and follows the family around whilst they live their lives, working and living in these environments. He captures different things showing all different parts of the farm such as the animals, the environment and the people in the farm working. He uses different types of images and a various selection of images to portray the context of his idea behind the shoot. This is heavily related to agricultural growth after the war which is related to the family that he was with. Similarly to my project he comes at this project with a behind the scenes view which is what I tried to do in my exhibition, and which was my main theme behind my work. 

This image above Is a documentary style image showing the farmer at work with all of the animals in his environment. This gives the element of a sneak peek into the life and representing the life of a farmer in raw form with little editing in an uncontrolled frame. 

This set of images inspired me because I like the way that it is very candid and obviously, the people who you are working with, know that you're taking pictures of them, but it's not set up and it's real which is what I wanted to get across in my exhibition. This also related to my exhibition as it looked at the political view of farming as well as just capturing what's going on inside the farm which is what I wanted to capture in my exhibition. 


Raymond Meeks
[image: Halfstory Halflife - Photographs by Raymond Meeks | Interview by Sophie  Wright | LensCulture]




















Raymond Meeks is a photographer I am inspired by in lots of pieces of work. He works mostly in a set up candid manor as this image is in. This image is from a series called half story half-life which is about Raymond going with a group of people who are from New York and following their lives capturing different elements off what their summers are like. He does this in a candid way and similarly to the other photographer above, the people in the images know that he's there, so it gives a candid and natural feel to the images, making it look like they don’t know that he is there with them. 

Additionally, his use of black and white creates a feel of nostalgia in the images making people feel like they're looking at a memory which is often used in documentary pieces. I did think that some of my images would look better in black and white but for the whole story and atmosphere I decided against it as it would have created a nostalgic element to my project, but it wouldn't have shown the natural realistic essence to it. 

This work inspired me because I wanted to again use the candid but not candid technique in my work. Similarly to the top artist I like the documentary style of both pieces as I prefer photography which is real with minor editing as it captures the real world which is what I find fascinating about photography.

Annie Leibowitz 
[image: Annie Leibovitz, Louise Bourgeois, 1997]

















Annie Lebowitz is a very well-known portraiture photographer. This obviously isn't the same theme as my exhibition idea however I want to focus on the technical use of using portraiture to accentuate high details in an image.

This image is over woman called Louise who is an artist herself and is used to connect artists with herself using the artist's own ideas in this photograph. What I am most focused on the most in this image is, the detail of the skin on the high contrasting features of the image which is something that I think draws you in. Also, the use of the hand being the unexpected focal point is very interesting and unique and plays with the norms of composition. 

I am inspired by this image on this artist overall because I wanted to replicate the use of composition and portraiture in a different way with different subjects for example animals. In a few of my images I wanted to capture portraits of the animals like you would do a human to create an emotional connection between the image and the audience. This gave the images more intimate feels to them, again representing the theme of being behind the scenes, getting limited access, making people curious and drawing people into the project. 












	Part Three: Presentation Skills (40%) 
Exhibition Methods: 

How have you chosen to present your work and why? (include installation photographs of your final display). 

Students should clearly articulate why their chosen method of presentation best suits their intended audience and context. 

How well have you produced and installed your work (consider technical skills)? 

500 – 1000 words.


	[image: A row of pictures on a white surface
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]



















[image: A close up of dry grass
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[image: A picture of a group of brown objects
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[image: A person smiling for the camera
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[image: A group of green bales of hay
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[image: A brown dog looking up
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I have first presented how my exhibition was spread out on the wall and then I have put the individual images below in the order in the rough sizes they are in the first image.  I wanted to create a lot of flow with my images with some images big and small, making a sequence of images using this idea.

I wanted the bigger images the strongest images which show a lot of dynamic elements in them with highly detailed features. These images are placed by themselves, so they stand out amongst the rest of the images. 

I then looked at my images and wanted to create a sort of colour pallet with them to create the environment of the farm. I went with green, grey and brown tones throughout the layout. I wanted to create the whole atmosphere of the farm with the images I have selected which is why I selected different images. One with a person on the farm, animals which live on the farm, equipment that is used on the farm and the environment around the farm itself. 

Including the equipment and land especially connects to the inheritance tax as this a big part of what’s been passed down the family and what the families would possibly have to think about selling to keep up with the newfound taxes and to keep their farm running. A lot of farms have their money in land and in their equipment, not getting much profit as they use the money, they earn to put into food for the animals, or fulling their equipment such as tractors. 

By pairing images alongside some of the isolated images relates the two images that are next to each other. They are both related with similar coloured tones in them especially the portrait of Lottie and the picture of the lane; but are also related with theme and help tell a story about each image, allowing the audience to be drawn further into the story and atmosphere of the farm portrayed in the project. An example of this is the picture of Lottie and the lane running down to the farm. By reading the artists statement and looking at these two images paired together, this tells you that this is her farm and by pairing these two together accentuates this idea of information through sequencing. 

I have not chosen to put, my images on MDF and jut put them straight onto the wall, printed in vinyl to make the work feel more natural and less set up and framed as that isn’t what this work is about. This work is about the behind the scenes and the raw and real-life snippets of the life on that farm so by the images not being framed or heavily edited, captures and represents the natural and real element of this documentary piece. 

Additionally, I decided to place the images in a horizontal line, to add a storyline to the images; they’re not necessarily chronological but by having them looking structured it gives that narrative warm element to it, by each image unique from one another adding little pieces of the atmosphere into one piece. 

This work is aimed at everyone not a specific demographic, as this is used to show awareness of what it’s like on the small farms that will be affected by the inheritance tax, showing them a sneak peek into the life of an average income farmer. By my various selection of images from different areas of the farm showing an overall idea of what the farm is like, I feel like I have portrayed the environment of the farm well with my project. 

Overall, I feel like I have produced and presented my work well, cutting out my images technically well, mounting them well and editing and curating my project to the best of my ability. I did have second thoughts about putting my images on MDF to make them stand out, but by having them flat on the wall it makes them less in your face and more personal, so I think I made a good decision leaving them as they are and just placing them on the wall in the layout. 








	Part Four: Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice. (20%)

Final Year Exhibition Evaluation

Have you participated in all tutorials, group seminar and workshops? 

What role have you taken in facilitating the end of year exhibition and what have you learnt from undertaking that role?

How have you managed your workload for this module?

What new skills have you developed in producing this exhibition, and what aspects would you refine or approach differently moving forward? 

500-1000 words


	
Since starting this module, one of which I have thoroughly enjoyed, I have thrown myself into every tutorial, seminars and most workshops as I want to get the most out of my experience and make work to the best of my ability. 

Tutorials and seminars were very helpful as they allowed me to organise my ideas and create good foundations for my work. As I can be an indecisive person, this has also helped me narrow down my images to make sure that I picked the best one possible to suit my idea for my exhibition and execute my vision to the best of my ability. 

Seminars are also useful because it helps me get inspired by other people's work and transfer some ideas from theirs into mine which can help me boost my whole idea of my work and overall project. 

Workshops allowed me to see how I am physically going to present my work, showing me the processes in how I can do that. I enjoy learning new things and especially taking part in practical things such as workshops. I learn better when I'm doing something practical as I can hear the instructions being told me while I'm doing something so that really helps me remember different skills Which can be transferred into how I present my work in various ways. For example, when we used the heat press to put the images onto the wooden panels. This showed me another way of how to present my work I didn't choose to do it like this for this exhibition, but I will use it in the future. 

For my role in the exhibition, I was one of the head chairmen of the exhibition along with Lisa. This job role was about making sure everyone was doing their job role and helping organise everything, making sure that everything went smoothly. I feel like I defiantly could’ve done my job a bit better and helped be more authorative with the poster production for the exhibition, but then again everyone just got on with their roles, so I wasn’t that needed in a sense. I have learnt what roles and things must be done to set up an exhibition and I have learnt that it needs to be planned to prevent a stressful last week before, which I feel like happened this time. 

I sometimes struggle with stress because I try to do too much and don’t have the time to get it wrong but for this module, I felt like I managed my workload very well. I planned and organised my shoot ahead of time, or. ganising what shots I wanted to take when I was doing my shoot. I also had planned to do a big shoot so that I had lots of images to choose from which is what I did. This allowed me to carefully select my images that I wanted to use for the exhibition and cull the ones that were duplicates or just weren’t strong images with the help of my lecture’s tutorials.  

During this exhibition I have developed many skills such as learning how to use the heat press to stick my images onto MDF, make a template for my images for printing, how to cut out my images in the correct way and overall presentation of my work. These are all very important skills to me, and I will defiantly take this forward to my exhibitions and modules ion the future also because I enjoy the physical element of these skills, this allows me to be able to execute these skills to the best of my ability.

I think in future I would work more on my culling of images as this time it did take me a while and I did need help with it, so in the future I would like to be able to do it mostly myself and have the full understanding of flow and how different looking images affect that. To do this I will be researching different exhibitions to see different pieces are set up for flow and getting inspiration for my exhibitions to come. 
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