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Description
The following reflective account focuses on the personal learning gained through the process of independently designing and undertaking a dissertation at Level 6. The work entailed the choice of a subject, setting objectives for research, reviewing literature, deciding on methods, analysing secondary information, and formulating an academic argument over five chapters. It consisted of working independently over a number of months, often without knowing the answer and dealing with the academic pressures of doing a lone piece of research (Bloomberg, 2022).
Feelings
In the beginning, I was not sure. Finding an academic and practical topic was not easy. After determining a topic, confidence increased but was challenged at certain stages. Literature review was one of them. There was much literature to read, and choosing relevant sources involved making judgements that I had never done before. While working on the methodology chapter, I felt frustrated as everything had to be justified rather than just described. This was unusual for me. The analysis chapter became easier for me. Having a certain process to follow in thematic analysis helped me get more meaningful results than I had initially expected (Naeem et al., 2023).
Evaluation
What went well was choosing secondary sources only. It simplified my work and saved the time necessary to complete the research on time. Using thematic analysis was efficient. Having organised data in four themes simplified writing of the findings chapter. What did not go well was managing my time correctly in the beginning. I was not ready for the amount of time that I would spend reading the literature review. Writing critically instead of descriptively was not easy for me as well (Wallace and Wray, 2021).
Analysis
The fundamental problem was an inexperience with the level and the independent nature of such work. The previous assignments were easier to define and less vague in instructions. With this assignment, it was necessary to determine the direction myself and stick to it throughout a long piece of work. Transitioning from a descriptive to a critical style of writing was hard, as it demanded making my judgments, and not just reproducing the opinions of other people. This is an advanced academic skill that needed practice.

Conclusion
This project has taught me that independent research involves not just writing but decision-making as well. Each decision, be it about the research philosophy or the structuring of paragraphs, needed justification. In addition, this project has made me understand that uncertainty is a natural part of the research process. It is this process of overcoming such uncertainties and coming up with an argument that forms the main output of the independent research at the doctoral level.
Action Plan
In my future research project, I will take more time on the literature review stage and will set clear targets right from the start. Furthermore, I will also consider using primary data to make the findings more concrete. But most important of all, I will look upon critical writing as a skill to develop from the very first draft of my research report.
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