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We are.
We are recording.
Yes. So welcome, Owen, to your academic interview. So for this module, we are exploring with different topics.
Providing the space for having a critical reflection on what is our role as our educators in this current times, and how do we support participant learning better and where do we go from here? Where are we and where do we go from here so?
What would be your position on how how a role is developing?
I believe our role is developing at a steady pace.
But with our role as a facilitator and educator within the outdoors.
It's changing every week, every month, every year as it's not.
A area where you'll find something new very quickly, as in you won't use science to find something. It's all in the moment. It's experiential, it's experiential learning.
From an individual's perspective, so the only way you're going to facilitate an area is if you give the opportunity to someone and they learn in their own way, so.
If they're from a rural background, if you take them to the coast, they might be really happy with just being in the coast.
But it someone else from the rural background, if you take them to the coast, they're just gonna think it's a coast. So your role as an educator is to find a way to make.
A coastal area developed and more seem more interesting towards them, especially with.
Holds experiential learning and you need concrete experience to develop understanding. It's not about seeing where you're going this way.
You have to do something to experience to ingrain the experience into your head, then reflect on it.
Then afterwards you can remember or develop knowledge within that place.
I also think that certain areas are being developed as well, like certain key areas.
Not well known in Wales or England or the UK, but place based education is a big part of the outdoor education facilitating area, especially in Canada and New Zealand.
Where place based education is ingrained within their schools and within their communities, starting up their own houses, then their own like villages, then towns and expanding from there.
It's.
What Sabal said about connecting curriculum to their local places, and if you start from there.
Understanding will progress the further that they go, so if they learn about plants, they learn about the topography of their area. They learn history of their area and they went somewhere else out to a city they will. They might understand why something started from where they were, so why?
So in their rural area, why waterway looks like that? Then why? If they went to a city, they went and they saw an aqueduct, they understood that used to be a stream, but it was in the way. So they built it higher up.
Away from everyone else, so it's cleaner, so they might understand more from the area and going across and they might be able to take it across the world. For example, you think that applies also for for the UK and Wales, yes.
Of course, with how our history is or how old our history is.
If you can't understand, if you don't get the chance to understand your local area, it'll be hard for you to.
Be inclusive and have a role within another community because you can live somewhere and just live there. But.
You won't have a inclusive, sustainable, maybe in impacts on the area if you don't learn about it, OK?
Also with how?
Places aren't neutral. There's always stories that come from there as well, and that's also part of play space education, because in Wales you go to the Brecon Beacons. You have so many stories about.
The lady in the lake and how you have stories of Merlin after all of that. Because of Brecon Beacons and whales. If you just learn about one thing, it has a huge.
Like tree that you can learn about as well and that can be brought into educating kids and having multiple different stories to tell them. And these stories will help develop them within their life, even if it's not just to do with outdoor education but.
English skills storytelling.
Maths like maths, navigating up a hill, learning how far distance is pacing everything.
Usually starts with story, then it can build on from there, and outdoor education is a big facilitator for.
Having reason behind something and.
If you don't need the evidence to be.
Just numbers and one sentence. It can be evidenced through a story instead, and the outdoors is a great role in story making.
OK, interesting. So we have these connections related to place to the facilitation process and how I can I can hear how you're saying that our role as facilitators is to.
To bring all those branches of the tree into the contexts to engage the learner, to get them involved in this learning process. So the experience goes beyond the.
Visit to the coast, for example, that you were saying. Yeah. OK. Also with place based place based education that.
OK, Greenwald or Greenwald, as he's known now, that.
It's not face based education isn't just for.
Learning just random stuff, but it's also to develop their own individualistic thinking, so their social justice within their own society. So letting them be free and not.
Having a set curricula allows them to have independent thinking and choosing what's right or wrong, OK, and outdoors is great because it changes all the time and.
You will have to have critical thinking within that to either keep yourself safe to notice what's wrong or right if the weather's wrong, like it's really stormy, you may be in a gorge and a storm happens you go.
I know I'm not going to go into that gorge because Storm's going to happen. A flash flood might happen if they don't have that independent thinking and they listen to someone else said it's perfectly fine.
I'm an expert. You don't need to worry about anything. Let's just go and that'll be an example full of Swiss scourge accident, where 40 people.
Believe those instructors that it happened. Mm-hmm. But.
If you had a majority or saying well.
As an individual, I feel unsafe. My choice. I don't want to go. OK. Luckily now within like.
Probably 2010 onwards.
Or how I remember it that.
What's it called? Challenge by choice is a big thing in the outdoors area now because.
People do have an opinion and I do think since the Welsh curriculum, 2015 of 14 that.
People with the outdoor education or experience in the outdoors do have a.
Developed characteristic and like.
Their own opinion, really, and I've seen that throughout my career, and instructing that throughout through each year.
They're having their own opinion. They could choose what they want to do. Hmm. OK. And it used to be. Ah, I'm really scared. Hmm. But throughout the years, it's. I'm really scared because of the heights. Hmm. And because of reason. Reason reason. Mm-hmm. And the expiration gets longer and longer and more detailed. OK.
Because they have this opportunity to unload and I think the freeing nature and not being constrained is a.
Reason why outdoor facilitating and being in outdoors is great.
Interesting. What would you think? It's very cheap for facilitators to do related to this.
Reflective process and this transfer of learning into just expanding beyond the experience itself.
You ask the question one more time, so we're talking about facilitation and the experience. So I'm wondering as a facilitator, what do you think are key elements for this debris for review process?
To support this learning and also this transfer of learning into other other areas of life.
I think.
Seen as facilitating as a.
Spectrum call it that that it's not.
It's not suited for everyone and everyone needs their own way of facilitating and.
Like I said earlier, everyone experiences something different and backgrounds have.
A big part of that of how they experience stuff and how they see stuff. Mm-hmm. So.
From where I'm from, we I don't have any mountains, rivers, lakes or anything where I'm from, so facilitating is completely different.
There then it would be here in Wales. OK, so to learn mountains to learn rivers, lakes and everything, you'd have to bring it on to a smaller scale. OK, go to.
Stream somewhere like that and build upon that part and try and.
Let the kids imagine what isn't there, so that will be the hardest part of trying to imagine. There's a huge mountain around you, and this stream is a 15 foot 15 metre river that's going through it.
And that might.
Me depend on how my imagination grows. OK, so my imagination might be great because I didn't have much, so I'd have to think a lot. But if I was in Wales and I grew up in Wales.
I have the opportunity to go to mountains, to lakes, to rivers, and I have the opportunity to see it and a role for the facilitator within that area is to.
Try and make them seem that that isn't it. That isn't the only thing that they have here and have the ability to.
Make whoever you're with believe that they don't know anything in their own way, so.
Given them fax information that they didn't know what had no idea about.
Like if you were in the wild, not in the wild, but if you were in just doing a nature walk and you're looking at insects and animals. If someone looks at the snail, they're just going to have them for the snails. Slightly but.
You can talk for hours about a snail, about how swirl is on the left or right, and they have 14,000 teeth and I've seen kids open their mind up in Wales because they didn't know about it and they love to develop.
Themselves and ask questions more and more, but facilitating is hard because everyone does have a spectrum and some things work for some. Yeah, some it won't work for everyone.
OK, So what would the facilitator need to manage or to be with different types of people in a group for example?
They would need feedback on themselves with it within their group, so it's not just them asking how is it? How did you feel and all this stuff, but it's them reviewing you as well. So it's a continuous cycle of.
Back and forth feedback that will develop everyone. OK, I think that's.
Kind of what an outdoor facilitator is as well. It's not. They're the end of goal for anyone because they know everything. They don't know everything. You don't know what you don't know. And I think for I don't know, outdoor facilitator, it's their.
Belief that they need to, that they're always developing and they can ask because in the outdoors you have your own opinion and facilitators need that.
OK, they need opinion from other people. And that feedback? Yeah. OK. And that comes back to olds experiential learning that everyone experiences.
Learning through experience.
Yeah. Mm-hmm. You know what? OK. OK. So we are almost done with our time, and I was wondering if you have any.
Like snippets of wisdom that you wanted to share about what are the horizons for our practise? What are recommendations, what are specific topics we need to.
I believe the main part for today's day and age is technology and how that will.
And.
Develop our learning through the outdoors and not make it as a hindrance for us as you can. It's great for therapy, it's great for.
Getting kids to experience the outdoors without having to travel 2-3 hours to get out. So if you were in Birmingham City of Concrete, you're not going to see a bit of grass unless you travel two hours and.
So what outside? But not everyone has that opportunity. Yeah. So technology using VR or something that can envelope your senses to think you're outdoors is brilliant. Then that leads on to.
How people feel, how people want to be outside and motivates them to actually experience it for real. I think technology will be great as well to learn about sustainability and community development.
Mm-hmm.
It could be used for.
Postal erosion. It could be used for data and how paths are being used over time. How?
It could also be used for search and rescue going through gorges and everything, having the ability to look at a gorge without actually being there, using a drone to fly through and just seeing if there's any escape routes for or safety.
Areas through the gorge that they can help people get rescued and I think that'll be really good path technology that.
Might not be seen as a good thing because everyone thinks AI is taken over and that AI will be really bad. But in critical instances you need to have the opportunity to think really quickly, OK?
And brain can only work to a capacity it doesn't know, and if it doesn't know something, it can't work in that area. But AI could be a area where it could give you.
Tips areas that you've missed and you could have that one area of the gorge that you did miss, but AI might the AI might take out the ability to.
Uh.
It wants to make mistakes. It doesn't have the feeling that it what doesn't like making mistakes. Every opportunity is an opportunity and AI might be a source for more areas of.
Learning from that from a particular point. Interesting.
Beans Higgins and Nicole discuss how phones and GPS can support inquiry and safety also, but also draw the focus on two screens. I think our job as facilitators would be to show.
Kids, how yes, looking at screens is great, but what can you get from the screen that can help you through the outdoors? So using OS maps, using tools like identifiers like taking pictures of like flowers or animals and identifying through that.
I think that'll be another key way for people to learn, OK, because some people go. I don't know what that plant is. I can't really search from Google how it's got purple leaves. It's got ridges. It's got some weird goo coming out of it.
Or it's a mushroom, but there's black ink coming from it. I don't know what it is. If people doesn't know having an app or AI that you can take a photo and it goes, oh, this is what it is. And so on and so forth. You can develop that and your interest in that area might spark for especially.
For a kid who doesn't know what it is, definitely interesting. Thank you. Any final thing you want to say before we wrap up?
If it's 25, OK. It didn't feel like it didn't feel like. Yeah. No, we went through a lot of things.
The conversation always is. Oh yes. Oh yes. I like to waffle, but I think it's it's good. So has recording finished. It has not. It has not. I will finish it now. And I want to thank you very much.
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