[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Int_l5XSQL63]My name is Hayley Sims. I am a Parents plus practitioner who delivers short term support to children and their families. Led by and educational psychologist we work with families in their own home for an hour a week for up to 10 weeks.
We help parents with parent/child relationships, behaviour, child development and establishing good routines in a child's life. According to Hughes + Owen, (2009) visiting the child at home allows the professional the opportunity to observe the environment and assess the impact of that, on a child's health development and wellbeing.
A referral was made to us by Casey’s nursery setting. Casey had been having outbursts in nursery, showing signs of frustration and aggressive behaviour to his peers and members of staff. I have been visiting the family home for the past 4 weeks and during that time have found the family home to be chaotic with no set routine for both children. 
[bookmark: _Int_C8MpmnOH]There is a 11-month-old sibling in the home and have concerns in line with the Children Act (1989) that her basic needs are not being met. Mum often seems stressed and unorganised. Mum is on edge when Paul the stepdad is home, and on the two occasions I have attended when he is not present mum has been more engaging and talkative.
I have been working with mum to encourage her to establish a good routine at which will benefit both children. We have been using behaviour modification techniques to help improve Casey's behaviour and offer positive reinforcement when things are working well. 
[bookmark: _Int_IcbjTfbA]Mum has stated that Casey's behaviour problems began when his new sibling Olivia was born and that he misses his dad. I have highlighted the importance for mum to spend time with Casey separately when possible, such as quality interaction at bath or bedtime to help with his feelings of jealousy., and have explained to mum that having a new sibling is a huge transition for a child to go through and can impact a childs behaviour when they must suddenly share time affection and space with others. (Nursery World, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Int_qg5DzANf][bookmark: _Int_LUpLsVlR][bookmark: _Int_wUey4zMd]Casey is delayed in his social and emotional skills but has language skills expected of his age. Mum remains unresponsive at times and lacks attunement. Casey becomes noticeable angry at times and avoidant of his mother. According to Smith (2020) Casey shows signs of an attachment pattern called Insecure avoidant child. He appears not to be affected when mum leaves the room and avoids looking or coming close to her when she returns. This can be from the experience of a disengaged parenting style, a child's needs rarely met and therefore believing there is no effect on communication. Bowlby (no date) tell us that A secure attachment is important for healthy emotional social and cognitive development. Furthermore, I have discussed with mum about a Parent nurturing course which would be beneficial for all the family and in line with The Children Act, (2004) and Article 18 of UNCRC (UNICEF, 2019) a referral has been made for this service with mum's consent. As a health professional who works with children and families, I have the duty to recognise the needs of parents and know where to refer for help, and with the importance of parental responsibility support should be given to help parents with their children.
Following Working together to safeguard children (2018) guidelines contact has been kept with the nursery setting to let them know what is working best with Casey and ensure he has the same responses and positive reinforcement in setting. Working in partnership with others is an important responsibility for the best outcomes for a child. When contacting the nursery all information is passed on following the guidelines of General data protection sharing regulations. (GDPR). And information that is recorded and stored for this family also follows regulations. Gov.UK (2018).
Under the Wellbeing for Future Generations act, (2018) I understand that early intervention can play a vital part in promoting the wellbeing of children. I summarise that Casey is suffering from significant emotional abuse which is having a negative effect on his all-round development and behaviour. 
[bookmark: _Int_v5QseXPb]NSPCC, (2012) defines emotional neglect as having harmful interactions with his caregiver, and emotional neglect has a detrimental effect in the early years. Exposing children to chronic stress may lead to depression and anti-social behaviour later in life. 
Wales Safeguarding procedures (2019) states that there is no definition of significant harm however I conclude that Caseys health and development Is being impaired by his environment at home. Significant harm has also been extended to include witnessing or hearing the ill treatments of others. Action for Children (2022)

