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In this essay I am going to discuss my journey throughout University, I will explain the progress I have made, what I have learnt and how this experience will benefit me in the future. I will be discussing briefly what I did in a few of the modules throughout the years and how these modules have made an effect on my performance today. “Reflection is a basic mental process with either a purpose, an outcome or both, applied in situations in which material is unstructured or uncertain and where there is no obvious solution.” (Moon, 1999)

The first module of the first year of University was Creative Practice One. The first week of this module, we looked into cinema of self and were asked to create a thirty second film with the title ‘Who Am I?’. The analysis I got from the first ‘Who Am I?’ film that I created was about how I felt that it represented more the ‘me’ and not the ‘I’ due to showing an insecurity over my own name. The second ‘Who Am I?’ film focused on that particular name conflict. At the time, I found the most challenging part for this part of the module was actually coming up with an idea, especially as it was not something I have done before. The following film for this module we had to create was ‘Who Are You?’ this piece involved multiple lies being told, I found with making both of these films only thirty seconds long rather challenging, as this is a very short amount of time for a film, especially for it to make sense. The final film for this module was a film that only lasted one minute titled ‘Where Are We?’, I found this part of the module much less challenging because it had a longer timing slot and I found the topic much broader, therefore easier to find an idea for. Overall, I think this module was a great start for University as even with having previous experience with film production from College, I found it very challenging having to create such short films in a very short period of time every week for just over a month. “Reflective practice is a dialogue of thinking and doing through which I become more skilful.” (Schön, 1984)

Another module in the first year was Scriptwriting, I decided to write a script titled ‘Rush Hour’ about a young girl who loses her sister in a car accident and knows her family are not being honest with her. This piece was the first time I have become more personal in my own work, as I got the idea from my own similar personal experience. This module also helped me realise that Scriptwriting is something that I really enjoy, however I did find only having six pages to write my script extremely difficult and had to cut out a few pages. Although saying this, it did help me understand how to pick out more vital scenes that should be kept within a film, and be able to realise which scenes could be disposed. “Reflective practice begins where practitioners are problematizing their practice and learning afresh about both the knowledge and skills and attitudes that their practice demands.” (Jarvis, 1998)

For Post Production One in semester two of the first year, we had to cut together two one-minute teaser trailers for the Film Festival. This part of the module lit a spark for my interest in editing, it helped me learn more about different editing styles. As I wanted one of my teaser trailers to show the lighter hearted clips from films submitted to the film festival, and another one of my teaser trailers to the darker clips. This helped me improve on finding relevant music to fit well with the clips. I felt it also helped me to make my editing a lot smoother, as well as making each edit cut with the music on certain beats. “There are many ways of going forward, but only one way of standing still.” (Franklin D. Roosevelt, 2010)

Creating a Celtic Noir for Creative Practice Two was the biggest highlight of the first year in my opinion. When previously using After Effects in College, I was not very keen on it, but after using it for this module and becoming more confident and comfortable with it, I now use it frequently.  “Without deviation from the norm, progress is not possible.” (Frank Zappa, 2008) This module was also the first time I had learned about positive and negative space in images, and I still find this useful when it comes to test shots and filming. Other than improving technologically, I think this module made me become more confident with my work overall as it challenged a lot of aspects including gathering the correct amount of information for a presentation, and becoming more comfortable with using cameras, as well as getting enough research to modernise Greek mythology. 

My proudest piece of work for the second year was Creative Practice Three which was the ghost story. I titled mine ‘Echoes of The Past’, admittedly I really struggled with this module for the first few months as I was unsure about my idea and was not aware if I was on the right track. After trusting my own gut feeling, I went out to get permission to film in my location and borrowed a lot of equipment from stores. It was also a challenging piece of work to film as the building I filmed my story in had a lot of safety hazards which require a lot of paperwork. This took around seven and a half hours to film, it also made me feel a lot more confident with equipment as it required professional film lights, three cameras and a boom and I believe this was the first time I used all that equipment for my own piece of work. It was also the first time I had actors outside of University. I was really proud of how my overall film turned out and how it actually looked like a ghost story, and this is how my confidence grew. The research for Creative Practice Two with the Celtic Noir also helped me on this module, as once again I had to modernise an old story. “The insistence that the oppressed engage in reflection on their concrete situation is not a call to armchair revolution. On the contrary, reflection – true reflection – leads to action.” (Paulo, 2001)

Post Production Two in the second year was another module that I really enjoyed and felt like I benefitted massively from. I went out of my way a lot for this module because I began editing quite a lot of work for Bay TV, a few in which they used for their YouTube channel and their TV channel. As I knew by this point that editing was my specialism, I was very keen on learning new and different ways to edit. I watched other videos that Bay TV have put up and learnt their own editing style and strategy, as well as looking at other chat and interview shows such as The Graham Norton Show and The One Show, I analysed their edits closely and how they used their reaction shots. “Reaction shots are in essence emotional multipliers, making the funny funnier, the sad sadder and the scary scarier.” (Wadsworth, 2016) So when it came to editing their work, I knew what to aim for and when I was finished editing the first interview for them, I was given the feedback that it was exactly what they were looking for. This gave me confidence on editing more work for them so that they could put it up on their channel and on their show. There were a few challenges on the way, for example in one of their interviews that I edited, the cameras were clearly on different settings so I added a lot of colour correction which grew my confidence on that side of editing. Bay TV also have a strict time limit on piece being eleven minutes, I remember an interview going on for well over twenty minutes so cutting this down was rather difficult, so I just had to trust myself in finding which parts of the interview were relevant to keep in. Another difficulty I faced with editing one of their pieces of work was the audio, the microphone for the interviewee was not working properly so I had to learn more how to handle audio in post-production, and again this gave me a more confidence dealing with sound in post-production. Having all these issues and learning different strategies of editing made my confidence grow massively as an editor. “Editing is a vital part of filmmaking and it is important for anyone interested in that area to be learning new and different strategies of editing.” (Walter Murch, 2003)

Moving into third year, I think there has been a lot of improvement since the first year of University and I have learned some valuable lessons. For example, in the second year for Creative Practice Four we researched into the codes and conventions of the genre we wanted to aim for our major project, which for me was a Psychological Thriller and how we can apply these codes and conventions to our idea. Even though my idea for my major project has since then changed, my idea for my film is still in the Psychological Thriller genre so I used the research from CP4 last year and just changed how the codes and conventions apply to my new idea. My idea for my final major project has changed the story to a girl who is stuck between two dream worlds and is unsure which is the reality, “reality can be beaten with enough imagination” (Mark Twain, 2017) as I am someone who has a lot of dreams and nightmare and know that it is very easy to confuse these with reality, I wanted to make a dream themed film and for it to be personal and interesting. 

In conclusion, I think since the first year I have improved hugely on coming up with an idea quickly, as it used to take me a few hours, even days but now I am capable of coming up with an idea as soon as we are given a task. Also before being in University, I know I had a keen interest in filmmaking but it took more learning about film production to realise my main interest is editing, especially after learning how to do new things on Premiere Pro and After Effects. I have also learnt to make my own work more personal by using my own past experience to inspire new ideas to myself. I think another tough lesson that I have learned from University is my time management and not leaving everything until the last minute as it has been my biggest downfall for the past few years. Last of all, due to my confidence in my own work growing I have become a lot more passionate about editing and filmmaking in general and I feel like I enjoy it more than I have ever done before. “When you have confidence, you can have a lot of fun, and when you have fun, you can do amazing things.”  (Joe Namath, 2014)
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