


Worldbuilding: Creative Research, M5X01599
I would like to choose for an example the built world represented in the video game franchise "Dragon age: Origins" (2009). to consider evidence from a critique of audience experience from a narrative set in a built world, and issues in this built world that can be link to an actual world issues for example war, social division, racism and religious viewpoints etc. The Dragon age world is called Thedas it is set in a medieval time with many different races Humans, Elves, Dwarves, Qunari and many other ancient races, there are multiple major nations and Factions in Thedas. The world is divided by one main factor which is two factions The Templar Order which is charged with controlling mages and magic use and its counterpart The Circle of Magi an association of mages, connected to the Chantry that teaches and enforces the responsible use of magic. The major religion in Thedas is called the Chantry which worships the Maker the supreme being who abandoned the world and the people, the Chantry has worshipers all across Thedas its it the most powerful religion, however there are still those who oppose it such as the Elves who worship their Pantheon, the Qunari that follow the Qun and many more. The world of Thedas as faced many wars which has caused many of the issues, I will be discussing in this essay.
The main topic I will be discussing about in this essay is the many wars in the built world of Thedas and how it can be linked and compared to an actual world issues, for example in the world of Thedas the Elven nation called “Elvhenan” was the most powerful nation in Thedas until the humans came to their lands the Elven people would dub them as “shemlen” or “quicklings” for their short lifespan the Elves viewed mankind as brash, warlike and impatient. They contracted human diseases furthermore those who spent time with them found themselves aging. In fear the elves immediately closed off Elvhenan from the world to preserve their civilization. However it was too late and the first ever human nation the Tevinter Imperium rose to power and set its eyes on Elvhenan the war that followed set the elvan peoples fates in stone, they were all enslaved to Tevinter treated like trash for many generations however during the siege of Elvhenan many elves fled into the wilds they would later be known as the “Dalish”. “Before the ages were named or numbered, our people were glorious and eternal and never-changing. They felt no need to rush when life was endless. From time to time, our ancestors would drift into centuries-long slumber, but this was not death, for we know they wandered the Fade in dreams.”.”  Darrah, M “et al.” May 06, 2015, Dragon age: the world of thedas volume 1, Dark horse, Canada.
[image: Image result for montgomery bus boycott civil rights movement][image: Image result for civil rights movement rosa parks]Rosa Parks being fingerprinted by Deputy Sheriff D.H. Lackey after being arrested for boycotting public transportation, Montgomery, Alabama, February, 1956.


Commuters walking to work instead of riding the buses during the Montgomery bus boycott February, 1956.


                                                                                                                     



This example of war and differences between different races can be easily linked to an issue or event in the actual world, like the Civil Rights movement which was a struggle for social justice that took place mainly during the 1950s and 1960s for African Americans to gain equal rights under the law in the United States and to break free from the oppression of the “white man’s burden”. Even though the civil rights movement wasn’t a war technically however it was a war in the sense that many people were killed by social injustice or imprisoned for false crimes and it was a war for their very being and all of the pain and sorrow felt by these people was brought on by mankind arrogance thinking that the white man is superior. There is one event during the civil rights movement that links perfectly with the topic I am discussing that is the story of Rosa Parks, a African American woman who refused to give up her bus seat to a white man in Montgomery, Alabama Rosa parks was the one that fan the flame of the civil rights movement she would be later known has “the mother of the civil rights movement”. I go back to the example above about how the humans thought they were superior than the elves so they destroyed the elven homeland and enslaved its people but the reality is that everyone is born equal but along the way this idea gets distorted and people think they are superior this is the case for both examples in the actual world and the world of [image: https://vignette.wikia.nocookie.net/dragonage/images/9/97/Exalted.jpg/revision/latest?cb=20150227010150]Thedas. 
“Dragon Age: Inquisition”. (2014) A statue commemorating the fall of the Dales in the Emerald Graves






Another issue in the world of Thedas is religion most of the problems that have occurred with religion is due to the many wars that the world has face, as I’ve mentioned before the major religion in Thedas is called the Chantry which worships the Maker and the main principle of the chantry is to spread the word of the maker to all corners of the world and only then shall the maker return to his creation, however there are many other religions in the world like the Elves who worship their Pantheon and the Qunari that follow the Qun because of the many different religion the chantry as called many Exalted marches which are religious crusades one of the most prominent exalted march was against the elves in there new homeland the Dales. The main reason for the march was that the Chantry saw their worship to their Gods was blasphemous and it went against the word of the Maker the Supreme Being. Yet again a war was started because two different religions and nations couldn’t get passed their petty differences sit down and talk. In the end the elves were once again enslaved their history and culture lost and stripped away from their new home and the chanty made the elves out to be savages and they started the war, but the truth is that certain members of the chantry hated the elves just because there were a different race and didn’t follow their god.
[image: Image result for 9/11]BBC, Smoke pours from the twin towers of the World Trade Centre, 11 September 2001






[image: Medieval illustration of a battle during the Second Crusade]There’re two religious’ issues in the actual world that is similar and links to the previous example. The first example is 9/11 and how after this infamous tragedy the world perceives the Islam faith as evil and it only spreads violence and use violence to gain more worshipers but in reality it’s a kind and gentle faith like Christianity but because of the actions of a few men that used the faith to cause pain and suffering the world now see it and an evil faith and those who follow it are accused of being a terrorist or being singled out. Even in the present day the action of those who have distorted and corrupted the Islam don’t represent the Islam faith or community but there are certain people In the world that just want to cause pain and greave and make money by making sure there is a war going on so they can profit off it for example the NRA that advocates guns rights and is closely linked with companies that make guns for profit. But at the end war is just a cover for some people to push their ways of thinking onto the public which was the case for both examples.
A battle of the Second Crusade (illustration of William of Tyre's Histoire d'Outremer, 1337)





The second example I want to discuss links well with the world of Thedas and its issues it has with war and religion and that is the Holy Crusades which were a series of religious wars between Christians and Muslims they began to secure control of holy sites considered sacred by both groups, all eight major Crusades occurred between 1096 and 1291. I chose to look at the Holy crusades as one event in the actual world because even though each Crusade is different, they all say the same thing about how the world is divided by religion even In the present day people are still prejudice against those who have a different faith than them but that’s only a certain number of people on the earth who say racist things at those who follow a religion they loathe which in present day is Islam because of the actions of a few men and those fanning the flame of hate for Islam. This links well to the chantry hating the elves so much they would call for an Exalted March against them even though the elves helped the Chantry during its founding this shows how a built word like Thedas is similar to the actual world and you are able to pick out events or issues from both worlds and link and compare them together and gain a new perspective on issues. The Crusades link well the Thedas Exalted Marches which is the same thing two religious nations going to war to either silence the other or just to wipe them out or in the case of the elves lose their whole culture and history again.
My final example on the issue of war in the world of Thedas is the Mage- Templar War it is also referred to as the Mage Rebellion, it broke out after the events of “Dragon Age II” (2011) As I have mentioned before the world of Thedas is divided by two major groups The Templar Order which is charged with controlling mages and magic use and its counterpart The Circle of Magi an association of mages, connected to the Chantry, that teaches and enforces the responsible use of magic. The main reason the Mage- Templar war broke out was because how the mages were treated by the templars and the constant threats against them and how they were are there mercy, to get rid of the templars power each First Enchanter of each mage circle decided to separate the Circle of Magi from the Chantry meaning the mages would be able to have true freedom and be able rule over themselves. The Templar ordered didn’t take well to this as one of the principles of the chantry is that “Magic exists to serve man, and never to rule over him. Foul and corrupt are they, who have taken His Gift and turned it against His Children They shall be named Maleficar, accursed ones. They shall find no rest in this world or beyond.”  Darrah, M “et al.” May 06, 2015, Dragon age: the world of thedas volume 2, Dark horse, Canada.
This means that if you were born a mage you would be taken away from your family by the Templar order even if that child was a noble or a prince because according to the Chanty mages aren’t allowed to rule a nation or have a noble birth right. So if you’re a mage you are instantly hated by the public as they see magic as a double edge sword it can help but it more likely to do more harm. This was one of the reason why the Templars separated itself from the chantry once the Mage- Templar war broke out because they hated the fact that the Chantry was limiting their power and given more rights to mages to govern them self’s but still under the watch of the Templars. This example can be linked to the civil rights movement because they want the same rights as a normal human not to be scared off because they have gifts that others seem to loathe, it can also be linked to the injustice that has occurred to the mages been accused of crimes they never committed for example been branded a blood mage or Maleficar in which case the mage would be hunted down and killed. 
Answering the question, I have chosen to discussed which was to consider evidence from a critique of audience experience from a narrative set in a built world, and issues in this built world that can be link to an actual world issues, the main topic that I discussed was war and how close and easy it was to link a built world which was the "Dragon age: Origins" (2009). Franchise called Thedas to actual world issues because even though the game is fiction it represents the actual if you look close enough, furthermore I also talked about the major religion in Thedas and how similar it is to the actual world religion how there’s been countless wars caused by religion and how people perceive a specific religion from the actions of a few men who have distorted that religion yet again linking it to 9/11. It is very clear to see the links in a built world such as Thedas and link serious issues to an actual world issue and compare them I truly believe by doing this it will change people ways on how they deal and perceive actual world issues.
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