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[bookmark: _Toc210758644]Introduction
Critical thinking is a fundamental academic ability that can help a student analyse information, build a rational argument, and make sound choices. In tertiary education, success does not necessarily require the knowledge gained but also the skill to critically analyse and question the given knowledge. This report will elaborate on the meaning of critical thinking, critical thinking as a requirement in academic success, and one of the practical measures’ students can employ as a strategy to enhance their critical thinking skills. The idea is to emphasise how the acquisition of this skill builds academic performance, autonomous learning to continue and intellectual growth throughout the life span.
[bookmark: _Toc210758645]Definition of Critical Thinking
The larger description of critical thinking is the degree to be able to be logical and reasonable and to analyse the information to achieve well-grounded conclusions. Facione (2020) adds to these observations, critical thinking refers to the deliberate, self-regulated judgement that leads to interpretation, analysis, evaluation and inference. Likewise, Paul and Elder (2014) took it as a scholarly procedure of using, perceiving, and evaluating, by performing, and undertaking, information collected via observing, prudential or organising and focusing, or these two activities to the extent of perception collected/observed by a person. These two definitions ultimately focus on reasoning and reflective judgement.
The concept of critical thinking, which is salient in the academic environment, involves students being sceptical and unbiased and calling the authenticity of sources into question before concluding (Ennis, 2018). Thus, it is a higher-level cognitive skill.
[bookmark: _Toc210758646]Importance of Critical Thinking
Critical thinking is an inseparable element of academic success because it underlies the skills of efficient learning and finding solutions to problems. Critical thinking enables students to assess the quality of information, trace any imperfections in arguments, and apply knowledge in any different academic situations. The author claims that through critical thinking, students can go beyond simple memorisation, since it allows them to have analytical and evaluative skills, which can, in their view, be needed when writing difficult essays, undertaking research, and engaging in scholarly debates (Halpern, 2014).
Critical thinking also engages students to differentiate between credible and unreliable sources in research-based work and make valid arguments using valid evidence (Brookfield, 2017). 
In the example of devising information in coherent arguments with the context of summarisation of an academic report, a critical thinker indulges in a variety of voices. Such a skill is indispensable in areas like the management of business, where academic and professional performance is determined by evidence-based decision-making. Secondly, critical thinking offers an input towards self-home schooling and intellectual autonomy. With the latter skill already in place, students would be better-equipped to challenge those theories already developed and comprehend other opinions, including being creative about approaching the process of finding solutions to more intricate academic issues (Paul and Elder, 2014). It also improves the written communication because it requires students to arrange what they say such that it conforms to logical order, besides applying supporting facts and drawing concluding statements. 
[bookmark: _Toc210758647]Critical Thinking Strategies
Socratic questioning is one of the effective ways that should be used in developing critical thinking, as this approach requires the systematisation of questioning evidence, assumptions, and reasoning. This is a trick that would have students ponder on their personal thoughts as well as those of other students. Brookfield (2017) argues that the Socratic approach can be used to encourage learners to think reflectively because the methodology teaches them to discuss ideas, delve into implications, and critically evaluate evidence to make conclusions.
Learning academicians receive a chance to use the Socratic questioning to read the articles or write their assignments. To the effect, some of the questions may include: What has the author made of an important point? What evidence supports it? So, what is left to explain? Since the technique is constantly used, the students are taught to equate bad arguments, understand that bad arguments are biased, and be more critical. Finally, intellectual inquisitiveness and an inquisitive nature will be fostered in such a strategy to improve the process of academic reasoning and writing. 
[bookmark: _Toc210758648]Conclusion
Finally, critical thinking is an admirable aspect of academic achievement as it will lead towards processing, analysing, and generalisation the information throughout the students. It promotes the behaviour of making prudent judgments on academics, working out an articulated argument with or without systematic and sound arguments and pieces of evidence arguably in the mind of the learner. These would come in handy in situations where appropriate solutions, like application of Socratic questioning, would help to achieve deep learning and academic success. Critical thinking is therefore not merely required for success not only in college studies but also in subsequent personal and professional life development.
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