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[bookmark: _Hlk514955338]Critically explore how the current political landscape between Europe and the UK is affecting Wales’ devolved Government. Students should refer to issues within the fluid ‘Brexit’ negotiations currently being reported via a wide range of media sources.  
This assignment will explore the current political landscape between Europe and the United Kingdom (UK) and how it is affecting Wales' devolved Government. This assignment will also explore the issues within a fluid Brexit and the negotiations currently being reported via media sources.  Brexit is the term used to describe Britain's withdrawal from the European Union (EU) (Moseley, 2015). 	Comment by Su Crowther: 	Comment by Su Crowther: do you know who said this?
David Cameron the previous Prime Minister (PM) (2010-2016), stated that 'if he was re-elected, for a second term he would look at initiating the referendum' (Iyengar, 2016). He was re-elected for his second term in 2015. Queen Elizabeth II, announced in one of her speeches on May 27th 2015, that she was introducing the new law 'The European Union Referendum Bill' (2015), (GOV.UK, 2015) this was to allow the referendum to occur (BBC News, 2016).   
A referendum was called for by David Cameron (PM) in February 2016, this was to decide whether Britain's continued membership on the European Union should remain. The result of this was Brexit; Britain exiting the European Union. Thursday 23rd June 2016, a future of Britain changed forever (BBC News, 2016). There was a higher turnout of voters that took part in the referendum deciding whether the UK should leave the EU. According to the UK political website (Ukpolitical.info, 2015) '27% of 18-24 year olds voted to leave compared to 73% who wished to remain' (BBC News, 2016), however there is a change in voting statistics from the General Election in 2015 which only saw '43%' of 18-24 year olds voting (Ukpolitical.info, 2015). This highlights the importance of voting in the referendum and the countries participation in the decision. 	Comment by Su Crowther: to decide
The British public were emotionally charged by the outcome of the referendum, as a result of this the government went into turmoil (Balz, Birnbaum and Faiola, 2016). A total of 48.1% voted to remain, whereas 51.9% of the population voted to Leave. This result ended in being extremely close, which was unexpected as more than 30 million people voted (BBC News, 2016). The referendum encouraged the population to vote due to the significance of the result for future generations, which is why there were 75% of 18-24 year olds voting (Ons.gov.uk, 2016). 	Comment by Su Crowther: according to who?
Due to the results of the referendum, David Cameron PM resigned from his role as PM after six years, he believed that the British Public would vote to remain in the EU. “I was absolutely clear about my belief that Britain is stronger, safer and better off inside the EU" (Stewart, Mason and Syal, 2016) stated David Cameron, before his resignation. This left Britain in disruption as they had no Prime Minister, the government were also in disbelief, which it then took days to elect a new party member as the Prime Minister. There were five candidates who wanted to stand for leadership of the Conservative Party who included Stephen Crabb, Theresa May, Michael Gove, Andrea Leadsom and Liam Fox (BBC News, 2016). Party activists voted to elect the new Prime Minister, this was a new milestone in history as the British public had always voted for their new leader (Elgot and Walker, 2016).  After a fortnight of no Government Leader, Theresa May had been chosen as party leader and successor of David Cameron (Asthana, Mason and Elgot, 2016). 
The 'European Economic Community' (EEC) originated in 1957, with 6 countries combined, to abolish custom duty and trade barriers. Britain applied to be a part of the EEC in 1963 but were sadly rejected by President De Gaulle of France. After a decade Britain finally joined the EEC, this meant that Britain had weaker voting power within the community after being denied 10 years ago (The Guardian, 2016). In 1993, The Treaty of the European Union, had been acknowledged by the British government. The EEC no longer existed, and the EU had come into force (News.bbc.co.uk, 2016). Fast forward 23 years on, and the UK have now decided that they no longer want to be a part of the EU. 	Comment by Su Crowther: 23 years on
The UK government believed that by joining the EEC/ EU, it would help the economy to grow, through the EU investment programmes, such as making funds readily available for highway and motorway upgrades. It also helped to develop friendships with the European neighbours. Membership of the EU has many advantages by maintaining peace and having greater influences through the supreme power through the member countries (Heywood, 2011).  It also made importing and exporting British goods easier. Being a part of the custom unions made it fair fall all EU members (Geddes, 2013).
The EU has a European Commission (EC) which is commissioned by the 27 members of state. They also have a President who guarantees that all EU treaties are being respected and by being accountable for policy execution. The president is elected through a democratic voting system through all members of state, the results are dependent on the majority (Heywood, 2011). The EC is based in Brussels.
There are 15 EU laws that have a legal impact on Britain, and it will be solely down to the government to decide whether they want to maintain these laws. Two of the key laws that will be mentioned are child benefits that are available for migrant workers as they send money back to the country that their children are living in, this highlights that after Brexit this practice will no longer continue. Another key law would be the clean water that the EU law have vigorously enforced as they believe that the people of the EU 'are denied the right to drink filthy water or swim in sewage-polluted seas', this highlights that this law is extremely important for British citizens as it protects health, cleanliness and health implications (McSmith, 2016). 
The EU instigated a beneficial strategy to contribute towards social policy throughout the UK, which aims to improve the quality of people’s well-being (Harper and Price, 2011). The important strategy that has benefitted society would be Paternity Rights which was introduced in 2003, this was to ensure that all fathers would be entitled to take up to 2 weeks leave after their child has been born (GOV.UK, 2018).  There is uncertainty of what will happen to the Paternity Leave once Britain has left the EU as it is a policy which has been implemented by the EU. 
Article 50 is the Treaty of Lisbon, it ensures that all EU member countries are entitled to leave the EU, and there are guidelines that need to be adhered to. Theresa May PM, triggered Article 50 on the 29th March 2017 meaning that Britain will have to leave the EU by the 29th March 2019. After sanctioning Article 50, Britain cannot go back on the decision and must leave the EU (James Rothwell and Midgley, 2018). 
Due to Article 50 being set in motion, this now meant that it would have an effect on Wales' Devolved Government. In 1997, the British Labour Government proposed a referendum with regards to The Welsh Assembly Government (WAG), the people of Wales agreed as '50.3% supported the devolution'. The Government of Wales Act (1998), was put into play to create the devolved Government (Heywood, 2011), this allowed for the elections to take place to create the Government. The Elections for WAG, were held on the 6th May 1999 (National Assembly for Wales, 2018).
Carwyn Jones Assembly Member (AM), is now the First Minister (FM) of Wales (2009). As a Labour Party member, Carwyn Jones has always been a part of the WAG team, since 1999, as an elected member of the Bridgend Constituency. 10 years later, he was then elected to succeed Rhodri Morgan, as FM for Wales (National Assembly for Wales, 2018). The FM has many duties including policy development and the co-ordination of policy, strategic communications and most importantly the exit of the EU (Gov.wales, 2018).
There is a correlation between Social Policy and Wales’ Devolved Government, as it allowed Wales to increase its powers of policy making (Birrell, 2009). WAG has many powers that can implement laws that effect 20 devolved broad areas in Wales and these areas are known as 'subjects'. Wales are able to change the law with regards to economic development, education and training, environment, health and health services, highways and transport, housing, local governments, social welfare, water and flood defence and the Welsh language to name but a few. WAG has no powers with any tax raising, this is all done by the British Government (Owen, 2007). The Government of Wales Act (2006), was introduced to improve the powers and rights of WAG by enabling them to improve assembly measures that are dealt with efficiently rather than in parliament (GOV.UK, 2007). 
'52.2% of Wales' population voted to leave the EU' (BBC News, 2016). What were the reasoning’s for this? Roger Scully (Scully, 2017) took it upon himself to understand the reasoning’s for the Welsh people's decision to leave the EU, he had been researching in the Welsh communities for up to a year after the vote had been done. Scully found that the main reasons for Welsh voters wanted to leave the EU was because of the rise in immigrants living in the communities, this lead to them believing that due to the immigrants working for lower income, it was affecting the employment opportunities in the area. The communities also saw an increase in low-wage economy as low value shops were opening which made the residents feel that it had a detrimental effect on the community. They also decided to vote against remaining in the EU as they envisaged that the EU funding that they had received was not benefiting Wales compared to England. The residents saw the 'EU blue flag with 12 yellow stars' as a false empowerment of what could have been achieved through continuing to be a member of the EU (Scully, 2017).  	Comment by Su Crowther: 
The connections between the EU and Wales are indirect as they are not represented in the EU council, it is solely through Britain's connection. However, they do have a link through the funding, regulatory and exchange of cultural knowledge (Zolle, 2016). 
Wales has been receiving funding from the EU for many years. Wales received £1.8 billion of EU funds to help with encourage growth and jobs. £85 million of this funding was provided towards apprenticeships and traineeship programmes across Wales, this funding then gets contributed to employers to help pay towards the trainer’s weekly wage (Gov.wales, 2013). The Traineeship department has been implemented to encourage 16-18 year olds into employment and guide them into their future careers, it can be seen as a pre-apprenticeship programme (Coleg Sir Gar, 2018). 
In 2014-2020 Wales were designated a €5 billion for WAG to provide to the programmes that they have implemented. This funding is also provided to public, private and third sector. The European Social Fund (ESF) has been allocated €1 billion towards employment and education enhancement through projects that focus on skills and training. This funding has been implemented to instigating strategies to help those who are vulnerable throughout society (Kepp and Ward, 2016). However, it has been found that if a member of Wales, uses the funding from one of the programmes they are unable to have a second lot of funding, an example of this is if an individual has received funding in the apprenticeship programme they would be unable to receive more funding form the ESF as the EU have a strict policy in place for double-funding (Great Britain: Parliament: House of Commons: Welsh Affairs Committee, 2013). 
Farmers of Wales have been receiving funding through the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD), which equates 'almost 40% of the EU's budget' (Downing, 2016). The EAFRD receives £4 billion over 6 years, this funding is split into two pillars in the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), this scheme provides funding directly to the farmers as an income, and funding for the wider rural economy (Emily Gosden and Marion Dakers, 2016). According to the Farmers Weekly poll, they found that a large number of farmers intended to vote to leave the EU, with a staggering 58%, whereas 11% were undecided on what they would vote for Brexit (Clarke, 2016). Gardner states that a key factor why many farmers are expected to vote to leave the EU, as a large proportion of EU funding currently is being used to purchasing large quantities of dairy, meat products and selling it at a reduced rate to third world countries and Russia. He also states that traders are expected to reduce the rates for exportation (Gardner, 1996). 
The National Health Service (NHS) is a key provider of healthcare services for all UK residents. The NHS is funded through taxation and national insurance contributions however, NHS Wales is funded through WAG. NHS Wales (Gov.wales, 2018), provide services to 7 Health Boards and 3 NHS Trusts across wales. These services are provided with general practitioners, health professionals and hospitals throughout Wales. NHS Wales released that they had 77,917 members of staff employed across the country, they also saw a rise of '2.1%' of employees in 2017 (Gov.wales, 2018). NHS Wales has been under budget cuts in previous years, it saw a decrease of 3.6% from the UK government. Thus, the NHS Wales was beginning to be in financial crisis, however the NHS Wales were set to have funding of £278 million boost to improve the services, waiting times and treatment procedures for patients (BBC News, 2015). Recently in the media, it has been found that a leaked document had proposed to close several accident and emergency (A and E) departments across Wales, the Local Health Board are trying to create plans on improving services by closing hospitals A and E departments in and opening a super hospital in Haverfordwest. The Health Board propose that by making these changes it would benefit the people of Wales and future generations (BBC News, 2018). 
The candidates that proposed to leave the EU believed that by leaving; it would then create extra funding for the NHS, they believe that they could provide £350 million a week of the funding that is currently given to the EU, could then be given towards the NHS (Cooper, 2016). Theresa May, also stated in an interview that "there will be money available here in the UK to spend on our priorities like the NHS and schools" (May, 2018). It was also found that there are a range of implications that contribute towards the NHS since voting for Brexit, there was a lot of uncertainty for all EU nationals who work within the NHS, as to how they would manage after Britain has left the EU (Zanon et al., 2018). However, it has been stated by the UK Government, that even after Brexit EU citizens have the right to stay in the UK (GOV.UK, 2018).
EU funding is provided to Third sector organisations, there are 45 third sector organisations throughout Wales. There is an approximate amount of £63.5 million allocated across these organisations (European Structural and Investment Funds, 2014). Women's Aid is a well-known Third sector organisation that has been implemented to ensure that domestic abuse is eradicated, and that women know that the behaviour will not be tolerated. This service is provided to make individuals aware of the policies, procedures and support that is available (Womens Aid, 2018). 
According to the Welsh Government website (Gov.wales, 2018), it stated that Highway and Transport maintenance are also a form of Third sector organisations, the EU provided £3 billion across Wales which has helped Wales highways, motorways and transport services (Local Authority Funding of Third Sector organisations, 2017). Wales offered local authorities £30 million to spend in February 2018, to ensure that the funding would be used before the end of the financial year. Tim Peppin, the director of regeneration and sustainable development at the Welsh Local Government Association (LGA) said that "every year the highways take a battering with increased traffic and the weather", he is attempting to ensure that there will always be funding available to rectify any future damage to transport infrastructure and highway (Highwaysmagazine.co.uk, 2018). The rail network has received funding from both the Welsh Government and the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). The funding has been granted due to many reasons, such as improving railway stations by adhering to current Health and Safety regulations, re-developing stations to accommodate to a growing population of service users and reinstating old lines to the rural communities (Gov.wales, 2018). 
There have been many benefits of receiving the EU funding across Wales, one example of the benefits would be Swansea Bay Campus. The campus has had a substantial amount of funding in the region of £100 million approximately. The monies have been provided by the ERDF and the European Investment Bank (EIF). This project is the first to be funded in Wales by the EIB (Swansea.ac.uk, 2018). According to research carried out by Cardiff University, they report that Wales receive a larger amount of funding than what is contributed to the EU in 2014, which equates to around £79 per head of the Welsh population (Cardiff University, 2016). This net figure has been confirmed by the Wales Governance Centre Report (Ifan, Poole and Jones, 2016), however according to some this may be seen as an advantage or a disadvantage. Other disadvantages of receiving EU funding, according to Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WVCA) are: processes are bureaucratic; there is often a lengthy process before projects are implemented and all project ideas must fit with Government priorities (Wcva.org.uk, n.d.).  
Despite Wales benefitting from the EU funding, it was discovered that the areas that mostly benefitted voted to leave the EU after the referendum. The outcome of the referendum saw the ‘Great Repeal Bill’ being implemented to revoke the European Communities Act (1972). This has been to enable the UK Government to copy EU Laws into domestic UK Laws without following EU legislation (Deans, 2018).  
The negotiations of Brexit have been ongoing since Article 50 was triggered, this meaning that all arrangements for withdrawing from the EU. Brexit negotiations are between Britain and the other 27-member states of the EU. The EC appointed Michael Bariner, as the Chief Negotiator for Brexit.  In June 2017, EC published the Terms of reference for the Article 50 negotiations. These negotiations have been divided into 2 subcategories. Category 1 is based on the withdrawal issues which includes citizen’s rights and financial settlement. Category 2 focuses on the transition of leaving the EU and preparing for any future happenings between the UK and EU (UK Parliament, 2018). Theresa May PM is trying to negotiate with the EC to remain a part of the Common Market, to enable Britain to trade within EU tax free (Stone, 2018).
Carwyn Jones FM, called to change the Continuity Bill as it could mean that Wales Devolved Government could be exempt from their powers. “We need to see action in terms of changing the bill” stated the FM as he fears that Wales’ Devolved Government will begin to see a change in power due to it not being under the EU Legislation (BBC News, 2017).  By enforcing these amendments, it would ensure that the Wales Act would not be tampered with through the UK Government, require the input of EU Laws that will change after Brexit and by ensuring that policies that have been implemented by the Devolved Governments will continue to be a part of the WAG. Carwyn Jones stated that "We want a Bill that works with, not against, devolution. Until that point is reached, we cannot give it our consent”, this highlights that he continues to fight for WAG to have the best possible polices for the devolved nation rather than take a step back and be a part of the Westminster Government (Bannon, 2017).
However, Theresa May PM spoke in a conference at Ffos Las as she stated that “Wales’ future prosperity depends on a strong UK”. During the conference a key message outlined that “This is what people in Wales voted for and that is what I am determined to deliver” (Shipton, 2018), this highlights her commitment to the current situation that the people of Wales have voted in favour of. However, it is vital that the current FM should collaborate with Theresa May PM rather than allow her to remove the powers currently held by WAG. 
Once the two years of negotiations have come to an end. Britain will be in a transition period starting from the 29th March 2019 through to 31st of December 2020. This will mean that Britain will no longer be a part of the EU. Whilst in the transition period trading will remain the same but any new arrangements that have been negotiated will come into force after Brexit. The time during this period will focus on Britain preparing dealing with countries in the wider world as well as Europe (BBC News, 2018). 
Overall it was found that the people of Britain were misled leading up to the referendum with false and unreliable information relating to key issues namely immigration (MacShane, 2015). Throughout the negotiations it was hoped for a ‘fluid Brexit’, but this is no longer the case as all discussions are being held in a confidential environment. Thus, the impact of such procedures could have an adverse effect on the population as to the uncertainty of future implications of Britain.
Wales relies heavily on EU funding since being a part of the Devolved Government, this is relied on by the broad areas incorporated within WAG. The political landscape between the EU and UK is affecting Wales, as there is uncertainty of the influence that WAG will continue to have. Currently the media are reporting on key issues relating to Brexit on a daily occurrence, this is adding to the uncertainties and concerns that the British public and including WAG. 
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