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Abstract
[bookmark: _Int_fIAFpAy9][bookmark: _Int_6MnYdGg8][bookmark: _Int_R4OC9Me7][bookmark: _Int_VJg2o26A]Child abuse is genuine issue in England and Wales and is something that children are living with and not receiving any help or support. This research paper is aimed to provide the information of the several types of abuse that are occurring today and what help can be received and what people can do if they have been suffering from this abuse or if they have concerns for another child who is. This study is a difficult topic to conduct the exact data that can show the number of children suffering from abuse in England or Wales due to a lot of people not speaking on their abuse as they may be too scared to do so. However as this is secondary research information the main research methods were unable to be conducted but with the information based on secondary research has been provided. Findings show that in 2020/21, there were over 24.8 thousand child abuse offences recorded by the police in England and Wales, an increase of 2.9 thousand offences when compared with the previous reporting year, and a peak for this type of offence. Half a million children suffer abuse in the UK every year. Last year the NSPCC Helpline contacted agencies about 22,505 children to investigate abuse and neglect concerns – that is an average of 62 children a day. With this the law should be a lot sterner on these offences to clamp down on this type of abuse. 
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1. Introduction
This research paper will be critically discussing the impact of child abuse in England and Wales, and if the number of victims is heightening, child abused is when anyone who is under the age of 18 is intentionally being harmed or is not being looked after suitably by their parent or carer.
There are several types of child abuse, and the main categories are sexual abuse, emotional abuse, neglect, and physical abuse. This topic as it is something that is an ongoing issue that is occurring in England and Wales and is an extremely serious crime.
This paper will be examining this topic and will be formulating a literature review regarding the issues that are occurring with child abuse in England and Wales. This paper will be discussing what several types of neglect is and the effects that this has on children suffering from this abuse. It will also be analysing how many children suffer from abuse in England and Wales through data collection and if the numbers are getting higher or lower every year that passes and what can be done if somebody is concerned about a child being abused whether that being at home or school or anywhere else.
I will also be looking into how child abuse was during the pandemic; this was a very distressing time for the nation and with everybody being on lockdown and having to keep a distance from one another I will be assessing what the procedures were during this time if a report of child abuse came in and how it was tackled during such a challenging time.
This research paper will be giving methodology and methods on this topic and applying any findings and discussions about child abuse in England and Wales. This paper will finally be giving any recommendations which will suggest how cases of child abuse in England can be lowered and the options that are available to do this and the support that there is for child abuse. 



2. Literature Review
Child abuse is the wrongful treatment of a child. It may be in the form of physical, emotional, or sexual abuse. This form of abuse may also be recognised as the exploitation of a child, as well as the failure to properly care for a child, otherwise known as neglect (Plumptre, 2021).
Child abuse is a major issue in England and Wales and is something that is a profoundly serious crime in society today. This topic needs to be examined so that child abuse can be avoided as cases of child abuse in England are becoming more common. 
There are several types of abuse in children, some diverse types of abuse are;
· Physical abuse
· Emotional abuse/psychological abuse
· Sexual abuse
· Neglect
· Online abuse
Physical abuse is when a child is being physically injured deliberately by an adult who were unable to control their anger and resorted to violence whether that is their parent, another family member or someone that is caring for them.
A child could be getting physically abused if they have suffered from any of the following:
· Hitting
· Biting
· Burning
· Pinching
· Choking
· Shaking
· Spitting
· Feeding you something that is inappropriate
Emotional abuse, which is sometimes called psychological abuse, is a pattern of behaviour that damages a child’s sense of self-worth and negatively impacts their emotional development (Morin, 2022).
 A child could be suffering from emotional abuse if there not feeling like they are loved or being supported correctly, feeling threatened, being humiliated, or feeling degraded which has made the child have a low self-esteem. 
Sexual abuse is when a child is being used for sexual stimulation this could mean they are being touched or kissed inappropriately, being raped or attempted rape, or being told to perform sexual acts on somebody. 
Childhood sexual abuse is one of the most stigmatised issues in society and is recognised as both a violation of basic human rights and a serious public health concern (Hartney, 2021). 
Neglect is the most usual form of child abuse that is reported, child neglect is a form of abuse from parents or their carers that is depriving the child from their basic needs. Several types of neglect are:
· Hygiene
· Supervision
· Healthcare
· Living environment
· Left hungry
Online abuse is a type of abuse that occurs on the internet, this could be through social media, online gaming or through mobile phones. 
Whilst there is no legal definition of online abuse, it can be described as a range of behaviours that causes harm or distress to another person. Online abuse includes personal attacks and/or attacks towards an individual or against a group of people (this is also known as ‘hate speech’) (Allan, 2022). 
When a child is abused physically or emotionally, what effect does this have on them? If you get abused when you are a child, it stays with you for the rest of your life and affects you as you are an adult. Abusive histories can include eating disorders, suicidal or homicidal thoughts, aggressive behaviours, sexually acting out, discomfort with touch or affection, and high-risk behaviours (Grebenik, 2021).  
Victoria Climbie was an 8-year-old girl who died in February 2000 suffering from abuse. She was sent to England from Africa by her parents in November 1998 to live with her auntie Marie Therese which she was excited about so that she could have a better life and education. Victoria was being abused by her auntie and her boyfriend named Carl Manning and being kept as a prisoner in the small flat that they all lived in.
In July 1999, Victoria was admitted to hospital as she had cuts and bruises all over her body, but the doctor sent her back home back into the care of her auntie as he was persuaded that her scars were self-inflicted as he said that she had got scabies and that is the reason for all the marks on her body.
A social worker and child protection officer was due to attend Victoria's address at the beginning of August, but they cancelled their visit as they became aware that Victoria has scabies. 
Victoria stayed in hospital for 2 weeks then was discharged back to her auntie’s flat even though Marie was interviewed by the social services department the day before when she admitted that she poured hot boiling water over Victoria’s head because she said it was itching. The police and child protection services believed that Victoria injured herself with a knife and fork and that was the explanation for the other marks on her body because that is what they were told by her auntie. 
In November 1999, Victoria made a sexual allegation through a letter against her auntie’s boyfriend Carl Manning, but this was dismissed by the police and no further action was taken. 
On the 25 February 2000, Victoria died at her auntie’s flat of hypothermia, she had 128 other separate injuries all over her body when she died. 
Victoria’s Auntie Marie Therese and her boyfriend Carl Manning were both put on trial in court and was charged for the murder of Victoria, and both was sentenced to life in prison. There is also investigation as to why social services did not do anything to protect Victoria’s well-being. 
The child’s protection team’s investigation of Victorias’s case, which allowed her to be returned to Kouao and Manning was criticised as “blindingly incompetent,” and the inquiry heard allegations of racism, incompetence and agencies neglecting their duty of care to Victoria. It was discovered that there were 12 occasions when the system could have intervened and possibly saved the little girl’s life (Dobinson, 2018). 
After what had happened to Victoria Climbe and how she tragically died and with the child services failing her well-being, the Children’s Act 1989 had to be amended and new procedures and legislations had to be put into place so this maltreatment would not occur again which then gave us the Children’s Act 2004. 
(Johnson, 2019) states that there are many different policies and legislation out there regarding safeguarding children, as it is such a fundamental aspect of education and childcare. The key pieces of legislation that you might be aware of are:
· The Children Act 1989 (as amended)
· The Children and Social Work Act 2017
· Keeping Children Safe in Education
· Working together to Safeguard Children 2018
· The Education Act 2002
· The United Nations convention on the Rights of the Child 1992
· The Equality Act 2010
· The Children and Families Act 2014
· The Human Rights Act 1998
This case study was so brutal and the impact this case had all over the media it showed that child abuse in England needs to be taken seriously as there is children being abused and not being acknowledged by the children services, which asks the question, how many children are being abused in England and Wales each year?
Statistics show that every year that goes by reports of child abuse increase but when the coronavirus outbreak hit us in the year 2020 these numbers went sky high and more vulnerable children was being abused. 
In the year 2020 the nation was put into lockdown due to the coronavirus outbreak, during this time the number of referrals from the NSPCC about child abuse has increased by 70% since the UK wide lockdown was imposed, according to the charity’s data (Pollock, 2020). 
There were many children being abused during this daunting time and heightened the number of children that are vulnerable and suffering in silence due to the pandemic. Health professionals were not able to follow every allegation that was being made because the nation was in lockdown, which had a serious impact on child abuse in England and Wales. 
There were several children being abused including a child named Star Hobson from Bradford, England who was only 16 months old when she passed during the pandemic in September 2020. She was murdered by her mother’s girlfriend due to being abused, as well as the abdominal injuries that caused her death, a post-mortem examination found Star had more than 30 separate injuries including rib fractures, two breaks in her right tibia caused by forced twisting, and a 12cm fracture on the back of her skull from days before her death (Farrell, 2022). 
Despite family and friends reporting their cause for concern regarding Star’s well-being with 5 reports to the social services department and 2 reports to the police, nothing was done to assure that Star was being treated according to ensure she was safe and well.
Bradford social care services stated that “the volume of work and significant problems with workforce stability and experience, at every level, meant assessments and work with Star and her family were too superficial and did not rigorously address the repeated concerns expressed by different family members,” the report added.
This along with weakness in multi-agency working, resulted in “professionals not knowing about or addressing the harm she was suffering” (Samuel, 2022). 
This is extremely poor social work from the council and more could have been done but because this was the pandemic, and the nation was in lockdown the number of calls and reports they were receiving meant that it was difficult for them to follow through on each case as quickly as they were able to. 
To tackle this ongoing problem there is a lot of help and support for the victims that have suffered with child abuse in England and Wales, this is some of the organisations where victims can get some help and support:
· NSPCC
· NAPAC
· ChildLine
· Kidscape
· Family Matters


3. Methodology & Methods

In 2020/21, there were over 24.8 thousand child abuse offences recorded by the police in England and Wales, an increase of 2.9 thousand offences when compared with the previous reporting year, and a peak for this type of offence (Statista, 2022). This is an indication that child abuse is worsening as each year goes by and that more work needs to be done to try and tackle this ongoing problem.
[image: ](Bilson, 2018).
England had trends between 2008 and 2017 with an increase in findings: 15% in sexual abuse cases and 26% in physical abuse, compared with a 164% in emotional abuse and 103% in neglect. Sexual and physical abuse together accounted for only 16% of the reasons for child protection plans in England in 2017 (Bilson, 2018). As the table shows above the rise in cases for child protection investigations and child protection plans are doubling from 2008 – 2017. 
As the increase is heightened and health care workers receiving an immense number of referrals, the nation went into lockdown due to the coronavirus which then brings the question of did child abuse get worse during covid? 
The child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel received 285 serious incident notifications from April to September during lockdown. This is an increase of 27% from 225 in the same period the previous year. The data also includes children who were in care and died, regardless of whether abuse or neglect was suspected (BBC News, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_clnEkYlp][bookmark: _Int_cIyfj2n2]While there were a lot of child abuse cases that were not being reported and having gone unseen, there was still a rise in the number of cases that was being reported. With child safeguarding concerns were going unnoticed due to the lockdown and children not attending school and vulnerable children were separated from their teachers as the schools were closed due to the Covid-19 outbreak, it was incredibly hard to notice what children needed help from social care workers. 
[bookmark: _Int_R3nq6OiU]There were 536 serious incident reports in England during 2020/21, up 87 (19%) from 449 in 2019/20, and an increase of 41% on the number of incidents recorded five years ago. Children aged under one accounted for 36% of notifications last year (Butler, 2021). 
Fears were growing for the social workers as they knew that children were facing hidden abuse during covid and with these number of incidents that were not being hidden, it is everybody's responsibility to report if they feel like a child may be suffering from child abuse in any form, this will help tackle the number of children that are suffering in silence and who are too afraid to say anything to anybody as they might get treated even worse by their parent or carer. 
[bookmark: _Int_jpgsPJxx]Half a million children suffer abuse in the UK every year. Last year the NSPCC Helpline contacted agencies about 22,505 children to investigate abuse and neglect concerns – that is an average of 62 children a day:
· 8,389 children with concerns of neglect
· 6,441 children with concerns of physical abuse
· 4,418 children with concerns of emotional abuse
· 3,013 children with concerns of sexual abuse
· And 244 for sexual abuse online (NSPCC, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_eaa2CGVs][bookmark: _Int_GO59laNi]These numbers provide evidence that child abuse concerns are at an extremely high rate and all the concerns for children who may be experiencing any form of abuse has to be followed up and social care workers need to ensure that they investigate each case thoroughly and as quick as possible to get the number of child abuse concerns down and ensure that the child has no safeguarding issues. 
There is no source providing the current prevalence of abuse during childhood. The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) provides the best available indicator of prevalence by measuring the prevalence of adults who experienced abuse before the age of 16 years.
The CSEW provides an underestimate of child abuse against 16- and 17- year-olds is not included. Abuse perpetrated by children aged under 16 years is only included for child sexual abuse.
[bookmark: _Int_e2CiZ1iq]In the year ending March 2019, the CSEW estimated that approximately 8.5 million adults aged 18 to 74 years experienced abuse before the age of 16 years. This is equivalent to 20.7% of the population aged 18 to 74 years (Office for National Statistics, 2020). 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_pIBaSRs6][bookmark: _Int_7wDffw8C]                                                                           (Office for National Statistics, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Int_CVbLMTsb]It is difficult to know the exact number of victims that suffer from child abuse as not everyone can come forward as they might be afraid to do so. The statistics can show that as people get older and become adults, they are then able to talk about their abuse and the trauma it has given them, and that is how the statistics of this nature can be calculated and provide an estimated amount of number of people who suffer from several types as child abuse. 

4. Findings & Discussions
The effect that child abuse has on people has a long-term effect on them, as they become older it has an impact on their adulthood life, this may be because they are now not able to trust anybody, and they are living a life of fear as they may assume that people that they get close to are going to hurt them whether that is physically or emotionally. This may be a reason as to why there is a profound amount of child abuse that is occurring that is not being spoken about and why there is victims that have not spoken out about their trauma. 
There is widespread and long-standing demand for information on the current prevalence of child abuse. For example, the NSPCC’s How safe are our children report: 2017 called on the UK government to commission a study to give the clearest possible picture of the extent of child abuse and neglect in the UK. They argued that knowing the number of reported cases of children being abused does not provide the full scale of child maltreatment. They added that the findings from the last UK-wide prevalence study of child abuse, run in 2009 by the NSPCC, are becoming increasingly outdated as there have been significant changes in children’s lives, including increases in reporting of abuse that happens online and child sexual abuse (Office for National Statistics, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Int_W29dlLpV]The office of national statistics is conducting a new survey and are trying to get some up-to-date data to and analyse the number of children being abused overall, not just using a specific type of child abuse but to incorporate all the several types of abuse and provide some statistics later this year to give people more of an understand of the number of children being abused in England and Wales. 
There are a diverse number of places that are available to help people who are suffering from child abuse in England and Wales, which is a lot easier for people to get the help they need. NSPCC is the UK’s children’s charity with statutory powers, this means that they have the right to take action to safeguard children that are at risk of being abused. 
NSPCC provide therapeutic services to help children move on from abuse, as well as supporting parents and families in caring for their children. They help professionals make the best decisions for children and young people, and support communities to help prevent abuse from happening in the first place (NSPCC, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_onv8m4va][bookmark: _Int_wAuYZDoW]This charity is something that is extremely helpful for those who need help whether they have suffered from child abuse in the past and need some counselling or some support to help with their mental health for them to move forward in their life and not let the abuse they suffered in their past affect their future. For those who are currently suffering from child abuse and need some help this charity can help safeguard them, this may just be that the family need some help and support in taking care of the child in a correct manner and help guide the family in the right way moving forward or if the circumstances of child abuse are bad then this charity can help the child get the safeguarding protection they need and even find them somewhere to stay where they will be safe. 
Getting help for people that are suffering from child abuse in the past or present in England and Wales is a lot easier than what it used to be in the past, you can go online or even phone 24 hours a day and report an issue for yourself or for somebody else if you have concerns for a child’s well-being. Those who are reporting it for their concerns of a child can do this anonymously if that makes it safer for them to do so.
Safeguarding is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm. Safeguarding means:
· Protecting children from abuse and maltreatment
· Preventing harm to children’s health or development
· Ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care
· Taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best outcomes (NSPCC, 2022).
Everybody should follow these guidelines to prevent child abuse occurring and help those who need help. 

[image: ]
                                                                                                         (Readman, 2021).
5. Conclusion & Recommendations
This research paper has identified that child abuse is an issue in England and Wales and is something that needs to be addressed immediately if there is a concern for any children that may be at risk. 
Statistics show that every year that goes by reports of child abuse increase but when the coronavirus outbreak hit us in the year 2020 these numbers went sky high and more vulnerable children was being abused.
Half a million children suffer abuse in the UK every year. Last year the NSPCC Helpline contacted agencies about 22,505 children to investigate abuse and neglect concerns – that is an average of 62 children a day
There is widespread and long-standing demand for information on the current prevalence of child abuse. For example, the NSPCC’s How safe are our children report: 2017 called on the UK government to commission a study to give the clearest possible picture of the extent of child abuse and neglect in the UK.
Getting help for people that are suffering from child abuse in the past or present in England and Wales is a lot easier than what it used to be in the past, you can go online or even phone 24 hours a day and report an issue for yourself or for somebody else if you have concerns for a child’s well-being.

6. References

Allan, L. (2022). Online abuse, CPD Online College, 8 February 2022. Available at https://cpdonline.co.uk/knowledge-base/safeguarding/online-abuse/ (Accessed: 01/07/2022).
BBC News. (2021). Covid-19: Rise in suspected child abuse cases after lockdown, BBC News, 16 January 2021. Available at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-55682745 (Accessed: 07/07/2022). 
Bilson, A. (2018). More parents accused of child abuse than ever before, The conversation, 06 August 2018. Available at https://theconversation.com/more-parents-accused-of-child-abuse-than-ever-before-100477 (Accessed: 06/07/2022). 
Butler, P. (2021). Serious child harm cases in England rose by 20% during pandemic, The Guardian, 21 August 2021. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/aug/21/serious-child-harm-cases-in-england-rose-by-20-during-pandemic (Accessed: 07/07/2022). 
Childline. (1986). Childline. Available at https://www.childline.org.uk/ (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
Children Act 1989, c.41. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
Children Act 2004, c.31. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
Children and Families Act 2014, c.6. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/contents/enacted (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
Dobinson, I. (2018). The disturbing murder of a little girl and the vital legacy she left behind, My London, 23 December 2018. Available at https://www.mylondon.news/news/west-london-news/disturbing-murder-little-girl-vital-15444368 (Accessed: 29/06/2022). 
Education Act 2002, c.32. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents (Accessed: 13.07/2022).
Equality Act 2010, c.15. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
Family Matters. (2022). Rape & Sexual Abuse Support Services, Family Matters. Available at https://www.familymattersuk.org/ (Accessed: 14/07/2022). 
Farrell, J. (2022). ‘We call her the monster’: Star Hobson’s family say they can no longer say the name of toddler’s killer, Sky news, 4 February 2022. Available at https://news.sky.com/story/we-call-her-the-monster-star-hobsons-family-say-they-can-no-longer-say-the-name-of-toddlers-killer-12532115 (Accessed: 02/07/2022).
GOV.UK. (2015). Keeping children safe in education, GOV.UK, 26 March 2015. Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2 (Accessed: 13/07/2022).
GOV.UK. (2015). Working together to safeguard children 2018, GOV.UK, 26 March 2015. Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2 (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_q2IaT4Tm]GOV.UK. (2010). United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child (UNCRC): how legislation underpins implementation in England, GOV.UK, 15 March 2010. Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-uncrc-hoe-legislation-underpins-implementation-in-england (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
Grebenik, D. (2021). What are the effects of child abuse, focus on the family, 19 April 2021. Available at https://www.focusonthefamily.com/pro-life/what-are-the-effects-of-child-abuse/ (Accessed: 02/07/2022). 
Hartney, E. (2021). What is childhood sexual abuse, verywell mind, 06 December 2021. Available at https://www.verywellmind.com/was-i-sexually-abused-21947 (Accessed: 28/06/2022).
Human Rights Act 1998, c. 42. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents (Accessed: 17/07/2022). 
Johnson, E. (2019). Legislation and policies that surround safeguarding children, CPD online college, 26 June 2019. Available at https://cpdonline.co.uk/knowledge-base/safeguarding/legislation-safeguarding-children/ (Accessed: 29/06/2022).
Kidscape. (2022). Help with Bullying, Kidscape. Available at https://www.kidscape.org.uk/ (Accessed: 14/07/2022). 
Morin, A. (2022). What is emotional child abuse, verywell family, 01 March 2022. Available at https://www.verwellfamily.com/what-is-emotional-child-abuse-4157502 (Accessed: 28/06/2022).
NAPAC. (2022). Supporting recovery from childhood abuse, napac. Available at https://napac.org.uk/ (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
NSPCC. (2022). Half a million children suffer abuse in the UK every year, NSPCC, 21 April 2022. Available at https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2022/childhood-day/ (Accessed: 07/07/2022).
NSPCC. (2022). Local services, NSPCC. Available at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/our-services/childrens-services/ (Accessed: 12/07/2022). 
NSPCC Learning. (2022). Safeguarding children and child protection, NSPCC Learning. Available at https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection (Accessed: 12/07/2022). 
NSPCC. (2022). NSPCC Helpline, NSPCC. Available at https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/our-services/nspcc-helpline/ (Accessed: 13/07/2022). 
Office for National Statistics. (2016). Abuse during childhood: Findings from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, year ending March 2016, Office for National Statistics, 04 August 2016. Available at https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/abuseduringchildhood/findingsfromtheyearendingmarch2016crimesurveyforenglandandwales (Accessed: 11/07/2022). 
Office for National Statistics. (2020). Child abuse in England and Wales: January 2020, Office for National Statistics, 14 January 2020. Available at https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/childabuseinenglandwales/january2020 (Accessed: 11/07/2022). 
Office for National Statistics. (2021). Exploring the feasibility of a survey measuring child abuse in the UK: January 2021, Office for National Statistics, 21 January 2021. Available at https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/exploringthefeasibilityofasurveymeasuringchildabuseintheuk/january2021 (Accessed: 11/07/2022). 
Plumptre, E. (2021). What is child abuse, verywell mind, 16 November 2021. Available at https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-child-abuse-5207936 (Accessed: 24/06/2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_FJHnHK7m]Pollock, I. (2020). Covid: child abuse referrals up nearly 80%, says NSPCC, BBC news, 18 December 2020. Available at https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-55352968#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=16565974099906&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com (Accessed: 30/06/2022).
Readman, T. (2021). Safeguarding-children, NHS North Yorkshire Clinical Commissioning Group, 10 March 2021. Available at https://northyorkshireccg.nhs.uk/lauch-of-new-be-aware-online-knowledge-hub-to-tackle-child-exploitation-in-north-yorkshire/safeguarding-children/ (Accessed: 12/07/2022). 
Samuel, M. (2022). Star Hobson: ‘turmoil’ in council led to practice failings in toddler’s case, finds review, Community care, 30 May 2022. Available at https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2022/03/30/star-hobson-turmoil-in-council-led-to-poor-social-work-practice-in-toddlers-case-finds-review/ (Accessed: 02/07/2022). 
Statista. (2022). Number of child abuse offences in England and Wales 2002-2021, Statista, 10 January 2022. Available at https://www.statista.com/statistics/303514/child-cruelty-abuse-in-england-and-wales-uk-y-on-y/ (Accessed: 06/07/2022). 


	
	
	



image1.png
Number per year

Investigations and Child Protection
plans in England 2001 to 2017

200000

180000

==@== Child Protection Investigations
160000

«==@== Child Protection Plans

140000

120000

100000

80000

60000

40000

20000

0

2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017




image2.png
Figure 1. Prevalence of abuse during childhood among adults aged 16 to
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