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What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work? The different placements for children in care. 
Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work? The conclusion, I may have focused  too much on looked after children and I didn't focus enough on the history and other legislation. I also didn't integrate the theories enough with the rest. 
What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission? Learning about everything. 
This assignment will discuss the various means of care and support available to children and young people, in particular whose in need, with reference to the Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act 2014. It will also look at the potential dangers of  abuse and neglect examining the attachment theory and Bandura's social learning theory.   
With regards to the Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act 2014 if it appears to the council that a child or young person may be in need of further care and support then they have the duty to carry out a needs assessment which involves the child and their parent or guardian, to understand if the child is in need and what level of support is needed. Both child and the person who holds parental responsibility for that child can refuse an assessment,  but this does not apply when  the council suspects the child is at risk from abuse,  neglect or other harm. It also does not apply when it is the child who agrees or asks for an assessment and their parent/guardian refuses and vice versa. All disabled children have the right to be assessed. 
If a child has no one to look after them, or if a court order decides that a child must be put into the care of the local authority then the local authority has the duty to find a suitable place for that child to stay. Unless it is not safe for the child, the local authority must find a home within their area so that the child can continue to go to the same school or continue their training. Each child is assigned an independent reviewing officer who listens to the child and checks the council is fulfilling its duty. The council has the duty to promote the child’s wellbeing and to take into consideration, to some extent, the child’s wishes and their religious, cultural and linguistic background, when making decisions about where and with whom they should live. If a child cannot live with a parent, or someone who has parental responsibility, then they are most commonly placed either with a foster family or in a children’s home. If possible, a child should be placed with a family member or friend providing they are a local authority foster parent (Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act, 2014). This arrangement, called kinship care, can also be made informally without the local authority getting involved. (Become, 2018). 
As residential care is more expensive, the majority of looked after children are placed with foster families. A big issue is that there is a national shortage of foster parents and consequently some children are not placed with families that can meet their needs (Become, 2018): contrary to stated in the Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act 2014 and also in the Children Act 1989 (NSPCC, 2014), some children may also be split up from their siblings. In Wales, 27% of foster children are found homes outside of their local authority's area (BBC, 2017) despite this also going against the 2014 Act. Placing children with a family that does not meet the child's needs can result in placement breakdown and this is why children in care often move around time and time again (Become, 2018). 
The fall in popularity for children's homes is also probably due to the north Wales child abuse scandal that involved children being physically and sexually abused in north Wales children's homes in the late twentieth century. An enquiry led by High Court Judge Sir Ronald Waterhouse ended in 2000 with a report called 'Lost in care' which revealed seven hundred allegations of child abuse involving one hundred and seventy people. Consequently, a review of the needs and costs of children in care followed, new policies were implemented, which allowed social workers to visit looked after children every eight weeks and the new role of a child commissioner was created in 2001. Ten years later, it was found that the enquiry had not uncovered all the abuse that had taken place, as revealed by former inmate of Bryn Estyn Children's Home (one of the homes involved in the scandal). Home secretary Theresa May then issued two more enquiries: the Macur review and Operation Pallial which resulted in more investigations and convictions (BBC, 2016). 
Residential care homes today are usually for older children or young people who prefer not to live with a foster family and\or who need more intensive care due to behavioural or mental health issues. 
There are also secure care homes which have high members of staff that can prevent the young person from leaving the house if it is for the sake of their own safety. Secure homes are generally for young people at risk to themselves or others who have a history of running away (Become, 2018).
In both England and Wales the statutory age to leave care is eighteen though young people can choose to leave earlier, at age sixteen or seventeen. Each young person is assigned a personal advisor after they turn sixteen who provides support to them until they turn twenty one, or twenty five if they are in full time education or training (Become, 2018). The council must make sure that children who leave care at 16 have enough money, support and a suitable place to live (Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act, 2014). Some young people choose to leave care early because they are unhappy in their placement and\or they feel they are ready to live by themselves but others do not feel ready even after they turn eighteen. 
If a young person is being fostered and it is to both the young person and the carer’s wishes that they carry on living together, then they are able to do so and they will also be able to receive support until the young person turns twenty one. However, this is not an option for young people living in residential homes. One of the options for young people living in homes is to move to a home close by supported by a key worker who they already knew and built a relationship with (Become, 2018). 
Councils must help young people aged 18-21 who have left care towards living costs and their wellbeing. These young people are also eligible for a grant towards their education or training. The council must also make sure they have somewhere to stay in the holidays, should they decide to go away to university or college. Young adults aged 21-25 who are in full time education or training are also eligible for help. All children should have a plan deciding what support and advice they need upon leaving care. 
Young people aged 16 to 21 who were in care as children and then were under a special guardianship order or who were in care for at least three months when they were either sixteen or seventeen, are eligible for help with accommodation and education or training costs (Social services and Well being Act (Wales), 2014).
Numbers of children being taken into care are rising, with 72,670 children being taken into care between March 2016 and March 2017 in England and Wales: The biggest annual rise in seven years. This rise is a consequence to cuts to prevention and family support services (Bulman, 2017). For example since 2010 more than 350 Sure start Children's centres have closed in England due to government cuts, with only eight new ones opening in that same period. These Sure Start centres, founded by the Labour government in the late twentieth century, aimed to provide help for preschool children from disadvantaged backgrounds and their families (Walker, 2017).
Another cause for the rising numbers of children in care can be attributed to fear for taking risks which could result in cases such as the ones of Baby P and Victoria Climbiè, which both resulted in the child's death at the hands of their carers (Tickle, 2016).
Looked after children and young people are a very vulnerable part of society as they will have been likely to experience harm such as abuse and neglect at a very young age which can have harmful repercussions on their emotional development. As one result they will be less likely to have the ability to develop emotionally healthy attachments. 
Attachment firsts starts neurochemically when the baby is in the womb. If the mother eats well, is healthy, isn't chronically stressed and stays away from harmful toxins like drugs and alcohol then a healthy attachment begins to develop as the baby's brain should have developed well. The baby is then born and the caregiver touches, feeds and talks to the baby providing it with different senses. When the baby has a need, it cries out and if its needs are met by their caregiver, trust develops and a healthy attachment is formed. This is called the infant attachment cycle and it happens more than a hundred times during the baby's first year of life. However, if when the baby cries out its needs are not met by the caregiver, mistrusts develops and it is no longer a healthy attachment. This cycle is called the infant trauma cycle and if it happens over and over again the baby will eventually stop crying out when it has a need and may develop an insecure attachment or disorder (Attachment and trauma network, 2017). 
The way children can learn from observing their parent's behaviour is seen in Bandura's Bobo doll experiments carried out in the 1960s. These experiments showed that children who had witnessed aggressive behaviour were more likely to copy it, boys more so than girls. These experiments brought to light the social learning theory, according to which behaviour can be learnt by observation and imitation. 
If the person being observed is rewarded  by its behaviour then it is more likely to be imitated. If the person being observed is seen as powerful and similar to the observer in some way (for example they are of the same gender or of similar age) this will increase the observer's self efficacy (confidence that they can copy the behaviour) and again the behaviour is more likely to be imitated (Bandura, no date).
The Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act 2014 states that the council must make sure there is a wide range and level of preventative services in each authority area. These services have the aim of reducing, delaying or preventing people's needs for care and support, enabling them to be as independent as possible. Preventative services can help children stay with their families instead of being taken into care.
Flying start provides childcare free of charge, two and a half  hours a day, five days a week for thirty nine weeks a year. to all eligible two and three years olds, in the most disadvantaged parts of Wales. It also provides a health visitor which assess the child at home and continuously assess families considered medium and high risk. Every family with Flying Start receives parenting support and has access to a language and play group. 
All children aged three to four  in Wales, are eligible for thirty hours free childcare a week, forty eight weeks a year  (Welsh Government, 2017).	
In the case of sponsored day care the local authority secures and purchases places for children in need within the independent day care sector such as with childminders, preschools and private day nurseries. 
Childminders are different from other day care providers because they work in their own home, usually on a one to one basis, and they have limited access to training and support. They can provide a 'home from home' environment and a caring family atmosphere that not all children have at their own home. It can be difficult for childminders to create a 'detached attachment' to avoid getting too attached to the children they look after (Statham, 2003).
A study carried out between 1996 and 2000 commissioned by the Department of Health showed that half of the day care providers that took on sponsored children in need had not been given any extra support by the local authority and two thirds had not been given any special training. This happened even though half of the carers had no formal childcare qualifications. Carers wages were low and they were often not paid if a child did not attend, even though a place had been set aside for them  (Statham,2003)
An option rarely used today, but that could subject to increase, is to send children in care, or at risk of going into care to boarding schools. This type of placement was used a lot more frequently in the 1960s but died down rather abruptly in the 1970s and 1980s. The benefits of  using boarding schools instead of foster care are numerous: one is the cost, as it costs the local authority more to keep a child in foster care, than to send them to boarding school. The other, more important, benefits are that it could provide children with stability, a sense of belonging and of course an excellent education which could open up other opportunities of its own. It could also help keep more families together as they would be together only during the school holidays. However it would mean children being in a completely different environment than the one they are used to and then going back to a very different one during the school holidays. This could give them a sense of belonging nowhere. Also, the fact that boarding schools would have to substitute fostering would mean that it would be necessary to develop on existing resources with a greater level of expertise and experience. At the end of the day every child is different and each one will thrive in a different environment  (Guardian, 2017). 
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