[bookmark: _Hlk4422893][bookmark: _Hlk4423603]Marxism refers to the political and economic theories of Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Friedrich Engels (1820-1895), Karl Marx and Friedrich were German revolutionary philosophers who wrote `the communist manifesto` as well as several other pieces regarding the evils of capitalism (Carver T 2018). Marxism is a system of economics, social, and political philosophy based on ideas view on social change in terms of economic factors, the system of socialism of which the dominant feature is public ownership of the means of production, distribution and exchange (Jeffries S, 2012).

Marxism is the antithesis of capitalism which is defined by Encarta as an economic system based on the private ownership of the means of production and distribution of goods, characterized by a free competitive market and motivation by `profit`. A central tenet is that the means of production is the economic base that influences or determines the political life (Carver T 2018). Marxism is the name for a set of and economic ideas, it is a method of socioeconomic analysis that views class relations and social conflict using a materialist interpretation of historical development and takes a dialectical view of social transformation (Carver T 2018)

Karl Marx’s was a German philosopher a revolutionary socialist thinker whose theories and ideas became popular during the 19th century (Carver T 2018). Karl Marx was born in Trier, Prussia (now Germany), in 1818, Marx was the son of a successful Jewish lawyer who converted to Lutheranism before Marx’s birth (Carver T 2018). Marx’s was educated at home until 12 and spent five years, from 1830 to 1835, at the Jesuit high school in trier (Carver T 2018). Marx studied law in Bonn and Berlin, and at Berlin, was introduced to the philosophy of G.W.F. Hegel who had been a professor at Berlin until his death in 1831 (reference). Marx became involved in radicalism at a young age through the Young Hegelians, a group of students who criticized the political and religious establishments of the day (Karl Marx 2014) (Carver T 2018). In 1836, Marx became politically zealous, Marx received his doctorate from the University of Jena in 1841. His radical beliefs prevented him from securing a teaching position, so instead he took a job as a journalist and later became the editor of Rheinische Zeitung, a liberal newspaper in Cologne Just one year later, the government ordered the newspaper’s suppression, effective April 1, 1843, Marx resigned on March 18th (McLellan, D. T 1995). In June he married Jenny Von Westphalen, and in October they moved to Paris. Paris was the political heart of Europe in 1843 (reference).  He lived in Paris for some time, and that is where he met his lifelong friend Friedrich Engels (Carver T 2018). He was expelled from Paris, and then lived for a brief period in Belgium before moving to London where he spent the rest of his life with his wife. Marx died of pleurisy in London on March 14, 1883. He was buried at Highgate Cemetery in London (Woods A 2018). His original grave was nondescript, but in 1954, the Communist Party of Great Britain erected a large tombstone, including a bust of Marx and the inscription "Workers of all Lands Unite," an Anglicized interpretation of the famous phrase in The Communist Manifesto: " Proletarians of all countries, unite!" (Karl Marx, 2009).

Marx's theories about society, economics and politics collectively known as Marxism hold that human societies progress through class struggle: a conflict between an ownership class that controls production and a proletariat that provides the labor for production (Carver T 2018). He called capitalism the "dictatorship of the Bourgeoisie" believing it to be run by the wealthy classes for their own benefit; and he predicted that, like previous socioeconomic systems, capitalism produced internal tensions which would lead to its self-destruction and replacement by a new system: socialism (reference). He argued that under socialism society would be governed by the working class in what he called the "dictatorship of the proletariat", the "workers state" or "workers democracy" (Carver T 2018). He believed that socialism would eventually be replaced by a stateless, classless society called communism. Along with believing in the inevitability of socialism and communism, Marx actively fought for the former's implementation, arguing that social theorists and underprivileged people alike should carry out organized revolutionary action to topple capitalism and bring about socio-economic change (assignment marx, 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk4172831]1. Marxist beliefs about history:  "Society does not consist of individuals, but expresses the sum of interrelations, there Latinos within which these individuals stand.  Karl Marx, Grundrisse,1858 According to Marxist theorists, history develops in accordance with the following observations:
2. Social progress is driven by progress in the material, productive forces a society has at its disposal (technology, labor, capital goods, etc.)
3. Humans are inevitably involved in production relations (roughly speaking, economicrelationships or institutions), which constitute our most decisive social relations.
4. Production relations progress, with a degree of inevitability, following and correspondingto the development of the productive forces.
5. Relations of production help determine the degree and types of the development of the forces of production. For example, capitalism tends to increase the rate at which theforces develop and stresses the accumulation of capital.
 6. Both productive forces and production relations progress independently of mankind's strategic intentions or will.
 7. The superstructure the cultural and institutional features of a society, its ideological materials is ultimately an expression of the mode of production (which combines boththe forces and relations of production) on which the society is founded.
 8. Every type of  state is a powerful institution of the ruling class; the state is an instrument which one class uses to secure its rule and enforce its preferred production relations (and its exploitation) onto society.
 9. State power is usually only transferred from one class to another by social and political upheaval.
10. When a given style of production relations no longer supports further progress in the productive forces, either further progress is strangled, or 'revolution' must occur.
11. The actual historical process is not predetermined but depends on the class struggle, especially the organization and consciousness of the working class.
Marx believed that all historical change was caused by a series of class struggles between the bourgeoisie 'haves' and the proletariat 'have nots' (Woods A 2018)






Marx's materialism
While the "historical" part of historical materialism does not cause a comprehension problem (i.e., it means the present is explained by analyzing the past), the term materialism is more difficult. Historical materialism uses "materialism" to make two separate points, where the truth or falsehood of one point does not affect the others. Firstly, there is metaphysical or philosophical materialism, in which matter-in-motion is considered primary and thought about matter-in-motion, or thought about abstractions, secondary. Secondly, there is the notion that economic processes form the material base of society upon which institutions and ideas rest and from which they derive. While the economy is the base structure of society, it does not follow that everything in history is determined by the economy, just as every feature of a house is not determined by its foundations , Thus there is the idea that in the capitalist mode of production the behavior of actors in the market economy (means of production, distribution and exchange, the relations of production) plays the major role in configuring society (Hoveman R 2018).
 
Historical materialism can be seen to rest on the following principles:
1. The basis of human society is how humans work on nature to produce the means of subsistence.
2. There is a division of labor into social classes (relations of production) based on property ownership where some people live from the labor of others.
3. The system of class division is dependent on the mode of production. The mode of production is based on the level of the productive forces.
4. Society moves from stage to stage when the dominant class is displaced by a new emerging class, by overthrowing the "political shell" that enforces the old relations of production no longer corresponding to the new productive forces. This takes place in thesuperstructure of society, the political arena in the form of  revolution, whereby theunderclass "liberates" the productive forces with new relations of production, and social relations, corresponding to it.
 Historical materialism in Marxist thought.
In 1880, about three years before Marx died, Friedrich Engels indicated that he accepted the usage of the term "historical materialism" (Hoveman R 2018). Recalling the early days of the new interpretation of history, he stated:
"We, at that time, were all materialists, or, at least, very advanced free-thinkers, and to usit appeared inconceivable that almost all educated people in England should believe in allsorts of impossible miracles, and that even geologists like Buckland and Mantell shouldcontort the facts of their science so as not to clash too much with the myths of the book of Genesis; while, in order to find people who dared to use their own intellectual facultieswith regard to religious matters, you had to go amongst the uneducated, the "greatunwashed", as they were then called, the working people, especially the OweniteSocialists". (Preface to the English edition of his pamphlet). 

Socialism: Utopian and Scientific In a foreword to his essay
[bookmark: _Hlk4426636][bookmark: _Hlk4426455]Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy (1886), three years after Marx's death, Engels claimed confidently that "In the meantime, the Marxist world outlook has found representatives far beyond the boundaries of Germany and Europe and in all the literary languages of the world" (Engles F 2005).
In his old age, Engels speculated about a new cosmology or ontology which would show the principles of  dialectics to be universal features of reality. He also drafted an article on The part played by labor in the transition from Ape to Man, apparently a theory of anthropogenesis which would integrate the insights of Marx and Charles Darwin (This is discussed by Charles Woolfson in The Labor Theory of Culture: a Re-examination of Engels Theory of Human Origins) (Engles F 2005).





At the very least, Marxism had now been born, and "historical materialism" had become a distinct philosophical doctrine, subsequently elaborated and systematized by intellectuals like Eduard Bernstein, Karl Kitschy, Georgi Plekhanov and Nikolai Bukharin. Even so, up to the 1930s many of Marx's earlier works were still unknown, and in reality most self-styled Marxists had not read beyond Capital Vol. 1. Isaac Deutscher provides an anecdote about the knowledge of Marx in that era"Capital  is a tough nut to crack, opined Ignacy Daszyński, one of the best known socialist"people's tribunes" around the turn of the 20th century, but anyhow he had not read it.  But, he said, Karl Kautsky had read it, and written a popular summary of the first volume. He hadn't read this either, but Kazimierz Kelles-Krauz, the party theoretician, had read Kautsky's pamphlet and summarized it (Snyder T 2018). He also had not read Kelles-Krauz's text, but the financial expert of the party, Hermann Diamand, had read it and had told him, i.e. Daszynski, everything about it. After Vladimir Lenin's death in 1924, Marxism was transformed into Marxism-Leninism and from there to Maoism or Marxism-Leninism-Mao, Zedong Thought in China which some regard as the "true doctrine" and others as a "state religion".

In the early years of the 20th century, historical materialism was often treated by socialist writers as interchangeable with dialectical materialism, a formulation never used by Friedrich Engels. However, According to many Marxists influenced by Soviet Marxism, historical materialism is a specifically sociological method, while dialectical materialism refers to a more general, abstract, philosophy. The Soviet orthodox Marxist tradition, influential for half a century, based itself on Joseph Stalin's pamphlet  Dialectical and Historical Materialism and on textbooks issued by the "Institute of Marxism-Leninism ofthe Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union" (Sewell R,  2002).






Marx’s Capitalism
Capitalism, Marx argued, completely separates the economic and political forces, leaving them to have relations through a limiting government. He takes the state to be a sign of this separation, it exists to manage the massive conflicts of interest which arise between classes in all those societies based on property relations (Clap R 2018). 
1. Private Property ownership
2. Economic freedom
3. Wage system (every worker work on Fix wage)
4. Price mechanism
5. Completion and unity
6. Marx’s socialism
7. An economic system in which all decisions taken by the GOVT 
Features of socialism 
1. State ownership of all resources
2. State control on production
3. State control on wealth distribution
4. Social welfare
5. Class less society.
 






[bookmark: _Hlk4429665][bookmark: _Hlk4169662]Capitalism relies on the voluntary exchange of labor in return for wages or capital. This is a mutual beneficial agreement. Individuals pursue their own self-interest. In a sense, capitalism is based on greed and self-interest. People who support the idea of capitalism are known as capitalists (Amadeo K 2018). The capitalists believe that governments should not interfere with the economy and should regulate economic practices instead. The free market will distribute goods to people in the more efficient and cheap way. Language, scientific knowledge and law all grew out of free exchange and voluntary production. In the Feudal System, as Lords owned the land, they relied on force to guarantee that they were provided with food. As they were not producing food to sell on the market, there was no competitive pressure to innovate production. Lords spent all their wealth on military equipment or lavish consumption, they therefore had no incentive to invest in developing new productive technologies (Amadeo K 2018). The result of the Feudal System prevented capitalism from growing! The Feudal Manor (village area) was self-sufficient which limited the growth of a free-market. There were also 3 other stages of Capitalism, and these were : Mercantilism (14th to 18th century), Industrial Capitalism (18th to 20th century) and Modern Capitalism (19th to 20th century).
Socialism vs. Capitalism

[bookmark: _Hlk4423908][bookmark: _Hlk4424102]Capitalist economies (also known as free-market or market economies) and socialist economies differ by their logical underpinnings, stated or implied objectives, and structures of ownership and production. Socialists and free-market economists tend to agree on fundamental economics, the supply and demand framework, for instance, while disagreeing about its proper adaptation.Several philosophical questions also lie at the heart of the debate between socialism and capitalism: What is the role of government? What constitutes a human right? What roles should equality and justice play in a society? (Agarwal P 2017). Functionally, socialism and free-market capitalism can be divided on property rights and control of production. In a capitalist economy, private individuals and enterprises own the means of production and the right to profit from them; private property rights are taken very seriously and apply to nearly everything. In a socialist economy, the government owns and controls the means of production; personal property is sometimes allowed, but only in the form of consumer goods (Agarwal P 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk4430383]In a socialist economy, public officials control producers, consumers, savers, borrowers and investors by taking over and regulating trade, the flow of capital and other resources (Jeffries S, 2012). In a free-market economy, trade is conducted on a voluntary, or nonregulated, basis. Market economies rely on the separate actions of self-determining individuals to determine production, distribution and consumption. Decisions about what, when and how to produce are made privately and coordinated through a spontaneously developed price system, and prices are determined by the laws of supply and demand. Proponents say that freely floating market prices direct resources towards their most efficient ends. Profits are encouraged and drive future production (Jeffries S, 2012). Socialist economies rely on either the government or worker cooperatives to drive production and distribution. Consumption is regulated, but it is still partially left up to individuals. The state determines how main resources are used and taxes wealth for redistributive efforts. Socialist economic thinkers consider many private economic activities to be irrational, such as arbitrage or leverage, because they do not create immediate consumption or “use” (Jeffries S, 2012).













[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion

To Conclude this assignment, Marxism refers to the political and economic theories of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, who were the philosophers that concluded the communist manifesto. Marxism is a system of economics and social factors based on social change within society. Marxism is the socioeconomic analysis that views class relations and social conflict. Marx’s societal theories are collectively known as the Marxism concept. Society does not consist of individuals, rather the interrelations within which individuals stand. Marx’s materialism is the explanation of the present from the analysis of the past. 
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