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	Title of Dissertation: 
Did the Emergence and Popularity of Paleo-SETI Between 1961-71 Represent an Attempt to Re-Enchant a Cosmos in the Process of Becoming Disenchanted by the Space Race?



	Aims and Objectives:

This dissertation will: 
1) Define both enchantment and Paleo-SETI and introduce previous research concerning these and the Space Race. 

2) Attempt to establish whether in 1969 the cosmos was popularly perceived to have reached a disenchanted state by investigating the role of scientific advancement, particularly focusing upon the Space Race and 1969 moon landing.
3) Explore whether the relationship between culture and counter-culture as well as authority and ‘outside-the-box’ thinking might be crucial in the emergence and subsequent popularity of Paleo-SETI. It will consider the dimensional qualities of boundaries as extended to include space and ‘spirit’ and examine the potential implications of this.
4) Examine the ways in which space exploration was reported, represented, and reproduced in both Paleo-SETI and other publications between 1961-71, hoping to discover whether similarities in language, metaphor, and/or imagery existed and what the implications of these regarding dis/re/enchantment might be if found or in absence.
5) Utilise Paleo-SETI as a vehicle for considering the gendered implications of the post-Space Race cosmos with regard to the spectrum of enchantment.
6) Ultimately, offer a response to the research question.

	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

This dissertation will explore the intersections between enchantment, gender, and materialism during the years 1961-71 by focussing on their relationships with Paleo-SETI. The ten years to be examined appear crucial in the development of Paleo-SETI as they saw the English-language publication of several texts which Jonas Richter, Frederic Krueger, and Andreas Grunschloß each believe to have been ideologically key, including The Morning of the Magicians (1964) by Louis Pauwles and Jacques Bergier, Erich von Däniken’s Chariots of the Gods? (1969).
 During these years, too, human exploration of space reached several milestones apace: the first human spaceflight (Yuri Gagarin, 1961), the first woman in space (Valentina Tereshkova, 1963), the first geosynchronous and geostationary satellites (1963 and 1964 respectively), culminating in the first humans to land on the moon (1969). Whilst there are some small allusions to the Space Race in the discourse related above, the relationship between it and Western culture(s) and counterculture(s) present during which time Paleo-SETI as it is recognised today emerged seems under-studied.

Krueger has claimed that Paleo-SETI ‘serves as a neo-mythology able to re-enchant the world, to present an attractive anti-authoritarian option for identity formation and yet functionally equivalent to religion…in its creationist tenets’, and mentioned ‘the veritable explosion of counter-culture’ of  the 1960s and 1970s, but did not investigate any relationship between Paleo-SETI, the Space Race, and their combined relationship with the spectrum of enchantment in any more specific detail.
 In contrast to Krueger, Grunschloß has argued that the ‘technological explanation and Euhemeristic disenchantment of religion’ are underlying motivations of Paleo-SETI supporters.
 Grunschloß has also claimed that the ‘re-enchantment of technology’ is one route that ‘a new synthesis between technology and religion’ could take, suggesting that he might view enchantment as a scale where Paleo-SETI can be measured.
 
Both Krueger and Grunschloß’s categorisations of enchantment as related to disenchantment appear to rely upon a fundamental acceptance of Max Weber’s definition of the modern Western world as having undergone a ‘process of disenchantment’, with science ‘both as an integral part and a driving force’.
 This categorisation is perhaps too simple and discrete to encompass the moments of flux visible in the relationships between Paleo-SETI, the Space Race, and the popular representation and reproductions of space. Jane Bennett has argued that Weber’s disenchantment is but one version of a larger set of ‘tales’ where ‘the idea of progress through science inspires both hope and despair’.
 Bennett’s assertion illustrates the wider net of connections cast by the concept of disenchantment whilst simultaneously underling that, to her at least, that the modern world has been – or is in the process of becoming – disenchanted is a tale, a story that can be accepted or challenged.
Films and television programmes of the last two decades – particularly Ancient Aliens and the Stargate franchise – have, according to Grunschloß, Richter, and Krueger, propelled the Paleo-SETI discourse away from bookshelves devoted to esoterica and the New Age and into the mass-market arena.
 By looking back to its formative period, this dissertation will explore the overarching Western cultural milieu and the processes through which perceptions of the sky were formed and interpreted. In order to gain insight into the (dis/re/)enchanted state of space, the lenses of materialism and gender will be applied. Ultimately, it will use the momentum from these discussions to offer an answer as to whether Paleo-SETI developed and gained traction due to a desire to re-enchant a cosmos in the process of becoming disenchanted by science and technology and offer links between such conclusions and the longevity of Paleo-SETI.  
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