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Introduction

With increased awareness of the need to preserve the environment, there is growing interest in a circular economy. A circular economy is an economic model that veers from the conventional 'take, make, and dispose' approach to one that emphasizes minimizing waste while maximizing the use of resources (Geissdoerfer et al., 2017, pp.757-768). This aspect is done through the elimination of waste and pollution, increasing the lifespan of products and materials, as well as restoration or regeneration of natural systems. Therefore, the circular economy is especially relevant in the hotel industry, which has a high level of waste production.
 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in hospitality is the responsibility of hotels towards society and the environment. It covers programs and activities that hotels take to reduce their negative effects and promote social and environmental health. CSR is important to the hotel industry because it not only helps enhance their reputation but also affects what they earn. Marriott is an acclaimed chain of hotels that has identified the ability and power behind circular economy towards promoting sustainability. As a result, the firm has made good steps towards introducing a circular economy within its CSR policy. For example, Marriott has launched recycling programs to minimize waste and encourage material reuse. Thus, this essay aims to assess how Marriott Hotels practices a circular economy in its CSR policy.

Main Focus on Marriott's Circular Economy Initiatives
[bookmark: _Hlk157411666]As one of the world's leading hotel chains, Marriott International has pioneered the adoption of sustainable means in its operations. Therefore, this organization has focused on a circular economy philosophy. Such a solution assumes the reduction of waste and an increase in resource effectiveness through reuse, recycling or repurposing materials (Korhonen et al., 2018, pp.37-46). Marriott's circular economy initiatives are a way to reduce its environmental footprint while increasing social and economic value.
 Marriott has incorporated circular economy methods in several important areas, including supply chain management. The organization has a sustainability index that assesses the environmental footprint of its suppliers and encourages them to adopt sustainable practices. Doing so assists Marriot in procuring green products and prompts the suppliers to practice a circular economy (Del Giudice et al., 2021, pp.337-356). Another important aspect of Marriott's circular economy efforts is energy and carbon reduction. In a bid to reduce its energy consumption, the hotel chain has invested in various technologies, such as LED lighting and smart thermostats, that require little power (The Guardian, 2015). It has also used renewable energy sources, such as solar power, in some properties (Marriott International Newscenter, 2021). Thus, Marriott indirectly saves on energy costs by reducing its carbon footprint, thereby helping to curb the effects of climate change at no cost.
Food waste is one of the most significant problems in the hospitality sector. To solve this problem, Marriott has introduced some initiatives, such as measures to cut down food waste and embrace a circular economy approach (Marriott International Newscenter, 2021). For instance, their "Roots of Responsibility" initiative is dedicated to minimizing food wastage by donating surplus foods to local communities and composting leftovers. In addition to helping the community, this initiative also saves Marriott money on garbage disposal.
 A circular economy in the hospitality sector has some benefits. Firstly, it facilitates the decrease of negative environmental effects that can be generated by this sector, which is well known for high resource consumption (CEOWORLD magazine, 2021). With this measure, Marriott is helping to achieve a cleaner future by cutting down on waste and emissions. Additionally, the circular economy practices offer cost savings by eliminating waste disposal and energy consumption costs (Silverstein, 2022). Thus, through engaging with the suppliers and collaborating with local communities, Marriott can create a good social impact.

[bookmark: _Hlk157411728]Marriott's CSR Policy and Circular Economy
[bookmark: _Hlk157411690]Being a player in the hospitality sector, Marriott International aims to develop sustainability and environmental stewardship through its CSR programs. The company has advanced greatly in pursuing circular economy practices within its operations. One of the important features of Marriott's CSR policy is that it addresses issues relating to environmental sustainability (Ocial et al., 2022). To achieve this objective, the organization has developed numerous programs that help to reduce its environmental footprint, including energy and water saving, sustainable sourcing, and waste management.
 One of the sustainable sourcing programs that Marriott is involved in is that they closely work with their partners and suppliers to identify and acquire goods and services that adhere to social needs and environmental considerations. Some of these initiatives are local products and materials, fair trade practices and sustainable agriculture (Marriott, 2021). As far as waste reduction is concerned, Marriott has achieved remarkable progress in reducing the amount of waste produced and increasing recycling rates. The company also has goals of reducing waste in operations and recycling rates, as well as setting up employee training programs for sustainability (Ecolab, 2024).
Besides, Marriott’s CSR policy includes sustainable energy and water management. The firm has achieved its sustainability mission through the goal of reducing energy and water consumption using innovative systems to save at a fair price (Hemanth, 2023). Even beyond its internal programs, Marriott also understands that a company needs to build bonds with the local communities and suppliers in order to be sustainable. To this end, the company is actively involved in working with local communities on issues for economic development aimed at conservation and cultural preservation efforts (Marriott, 2017). Lastly, this organization collaborates with its suppliers to ensure they consider practices that match their sustainability objectives and values.
Ultimately, Marriott shows its dedication to embracing circular economy practices as part of their CSR policy in various initiatives and collaborations. Through its efforts in promoting sustainable sourcing, waste reduction energy, and water management, the company reduces not only its impacts on nature but also supports a circular economy by fostering responsible and sustainable practices in local societies through its supply chain networks.

How Marriott Fits into the Circular Economy Model
Marriott International is a leading global hotel firm focusing on sustainable operations and responsible business. In fulfilment of this pledge, they have adopted circular economy principles in their operations and positively impacted the environment and the surrounding communities and long-term profitability (Business-Mirror, 2019). The application of the reduce, reuse, and recycle principle is one important way in which Marriott fits into the circular economy model. This principle refers to the minimization of waste and maximizing resources by consuming fewer resources, reusing materials or products and recycling whenever possible (Ioannidis et al., 2021, pp.3394-3410). The company has embraced this principle in different ways as part of its operations, which include minimizing single-use plastics across its hotels and encouraging guests to reuse towels and linens. It also deploys recycling programs within the properties.
 Marriot proved its intention to minimize the use of single-use plastic by supporting a global initiative to eliminate straws and stirrers from their premises. This move helped in reducing products that affect the surroundings negatively (Marriott International Newscenter, 2021). Additionally, Marriott has created a target to reduce landfill waste by 45% by 2025, which entails recycling and composting programs at their properties worldwide (Ocial et al., 2022). These actions will not only help reduce the company’s environmental footprint but also aid in cost savings.
Besides, Marriott practices the circular approach by working with employees and customers collaboratively. Marriott understands the importance of their employees and clients, who are part and parcel of its sustainability initiatives; hence, it involves these individuals in educating them on how best practices to reduce waste can be achieved (Marriott International Inc, 2013). For example, Marriott asks their clients to opt for the ‘Make a Green Choice’ program, where they can refuse the daily housekeeping service, thus conserving water and energy (Ollila, 2020). Moreover, Marriott involves their employees in contributing to identifying and implementing sustainable business practices of reducing food waste and responsible sourcing.
 In addition, this organization has adopted circular economy practices to underpin its operations, thus promoting sustainability and longevity. In its CSR policy, the company focuses on taking measures to reduce an environmental impact in a supply chain and requires responsible sourcing as well as energy efficiency from others. For instance, the company has a water intensity target in 2025 of up to 15% reduction; this will be achieved through various measures such as effective outlets and periodic maintenance of water systems (Ocial et al., 2022). Furthermore, Marriott has also adopted energy-efficient technologies like LED lights and smart thermostats to minimize their power usage and costs.
 Overall, the introduction of circular economy principles by Marriott has resulted in positive environmental, local community, and long-term profitability impacts. By minimizing its waste and reducing using resources, Marriott has not only reduced its environmental impact but also saved money that could be channelled into such sustainable activities. Finally, Marriott's cooperation with employees and clients leads to the development of a sustainable hotel culture with positive outcomes for local communities as it promotes responsible behaviours. 

Industry Examples of Circular Economy in Hotels
A circular economy has become a new trend in modern companies since businesses from various industries have been trying to benefit by adopting more sustainable and responsible approaches. The hospitality industry, in particular, has been implementing circular economy principles within workflow processes to specific degrees, and it is possible to point out certain best practices. Besides Marriott's organization, there are other firms that have incorporated a circular economy. 
For instance, one can refer to Planet 21 – a sustainable development program of AccorHotels. This initiative is geared towards embedding sustainability into all aspects of life in the hotel chain, including environmental conservation and responsible tourism (Hasek, 2012). AccorHotels has been able to reduce its carbon footprint markedly through initiatives such as food waste reduction through composting, lowered energy consumption, and conscious product sourcing. This aspect has resulted in cost savings for the company and environmental benefits.
 Besides, there is IHG's Green Engage program. This program gives hotels a framework to evaluate, monitor, and control their energy, water consumption, and waste (Better Buildings, 2020). By setting goals and fostering sustainable practices, IHG has managed to minimize its carbon footprint, which helps hotels reduce costs on electricity bills. Additionally, the company's initiative encourages its clients to join this program through rewards for ecological behaviour and avoidance of disposable towels and paper (Energy.gov, 2021).
 Not only has the implementation of circular economy practices in hospitality had a positive impact on environmental outcomes, but it also relates to business success. As a result of minimizing waste and energy consumption, hotels have managed to enjoy cost-cutting measures (Rodríguez-Antón and Alonso-Almeida, 2019, p p.5665). This aspect, in turn, has a positive impact on their earnings. Furthermore, the growing emphasis on sustainability and responsible behaviour in the sector has stimulated positive responses from customers, boosting customer loyalty and creating a competitive market advantage. In addition, hotel practices in the circular economy have a wider effect on nature. By eliminating waste and encouraging sustainable sourcing, hotels are helping conserve natural resources. This aspect is important as the hospitality industry consumes water, energy, and many other resources (CEOWORLD magazine, 2021). Therefore, the adoption of a circular economy in hotel operations makes them eco-friendly and, at the same time, gives them a bigger responsibility to create a sustainable future.
 Overall, the hospitality sector has significantly progressed in integrating circular economy practices into their operations. AccorHotels and IHG are examples that prove it possible for businesses to be profitable while still respecting the environment. The adoption of circular economy principles has benefited the environment, business performance, and brand loyalty. Thus, more companies in the industry need to do this and play their part in building a better, more sustainable future.

Conclusion

[bookmark: _Hlk157411762]Circular economy practices in the hotel industry have become important for ensuring that sustainability and responsible business are promoted. The plan to integrate the principles of the circular economy into its CSR policy has taken Marriott International a long way ahead. Through its efforts to minimize waste, energy and water management, and sustainable purchasing, Marriott decreases its environmental footprint while creating social and economic value. Also, Marriott has been able to form a sustainable culture through employees, clients and suppliers. In this industry, there are other examples, such as AccorHotels and IHG, that have proved that circular economy practices can be used effectively in hotel settings. It is evident that the adoption of circular economy principles results not only in an environmental effect but also in cost savings and contributes to building competitive advantages for hotels. Therefore, other hotels should adopt circular economy principles like Marriott does for sustainability. By deploying circular economy ideas, hotels can contribute to building a brighter future and get both the economic and social benefits of responsible business.
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