The primary source I have chosen for my essay is Lettres du Général Leclerc commandant en chef de l’armée de Saint-Domingue en 1802 (referred to as “Lettres du Général Leclerc” from this point on), a compilation of letters written by the titular General Charles Leclerc while he served as leader of the French force on the island of Hispaniola. While his letters give, in my opinion, a strong argument for his genocidal intent, there is room for interpretation. When he writes that the French forces must “allow not a single man of colour that has worn the shoulder pads”[footnoteRef:32449], for example, it is clear he is referring to black former French military officers, and not black citizens at large[footnoteRef:24555]. In discussion of whether an action is an act of genocide, this blurs the boundary of whether Article 2 of the 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide can be invoked, as it is unclear whether the actions directed are directed toward an ethnic group or a rebel class[footnoteRef:19997]. [32449:  1 Leclerc, C.V.E. and Roussier, P. (1937) Lettres du Général Leclerc commandant en chef de l’armée de Saint-Domingue en 1802. Société de l'Histoire des Colonies Françaises (sixth ed.), p. 256. Retrieved from https://persee.fr/doc/sfhom_1961-8166_1937_edc_6_1 [accessed 14 November 2024]  ]  [24555:  Girard, P. R. (2013). ‘French atrocities during the Haitian War of Independence’, Journal of Genocide Research, 15(2), pp. 133–149. https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2013.789181 [accessed 14 November 2024]]  [19997:  Girard, French atrocities during the Haitian War of Independence, pp. 133-149] 

Additionally, the context of these letters must be considered when they are used as a source. The letters compiled were written to two men: Denis Decrès, then the minister of the navy and the colonies[footnoteRef:24110], and Napoleon Bonaparte, then-First Consul of France[footnoteRef:2277]. As such, any letter he sent to either would be written to convince both men that continued military support was both a necessity and a worthwhile venture. In one letter, Leclerc writes to Bonaparte, first at length of how he must massacre the population above age 12, then asking for 12,000 more troops to immediately be sent to Saint-Domingue to ensure French control of their colony. Thus, any statement Leclerc makes must be assessed with the additional context that he is not writing neutrally and actively wants further support.
















 [24110:  Dubois, L. (2005). Avengers of the New World: the story of the Haitian Revolution, p. 290. Retrieved from https://hdl-handle-net.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/2027/heb31944.0001.001. [accessed 14 November 2024]]  [2277:  Leclerc and Roussier, Lettres du Général Leclerc commandant en chef de l’armée de Saint-Domingue en 1802, p.253. It is understood that “Citoyen Consul” is a term used to refer to Bonaparte.] 
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