	
	
	



Blog on contemporary challenges – making a difference. 
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 What do I consider to be the biggest threat to humankind and why?
                        
              POVERTY
[image: ]

 What comes to mind when you think of poverty?
After my research I consider Poverty to be the biggest threat to humankind as it can affect housing, hunger, homelessness, inadequate childcare, unsafe homes. Low-income children are at more risk that high income children for a range of emotional and health related problems including effects on functioning, poor social emotional functioning, development delays, behaviour problems, asthma, poor nutrition, low birth weight, and higher rates of pneumonia.

Some problems that lead to poverty:
                Over population
Goverment
Under Education

             Unumployment
Poor management of rescources 
Inflation


		Extreme weather



Poverty in today's world 
[bookmark: _Int_CtvvGIYY]A poor person is unable to meet his physical needs when the income level is low. Poverty becomes an unending trap, gradually engulfing the entire family Ultimately, extreme poverty may lead to death. In today's world, poverty has become a major problem. Technological advancement may also increase poverty. Households are below the UK (United Kingdom) poverty line if their income is 60% below the median household income after housing costs.

Kofi states “Extreme poverty anywhere is a threat to human security everywhere.” — Kofi Annan, Seventh Secretary-General of the United Nations 20
Poverty becomes an unending trap, gradually engulfing the entire family, extreme poverty may lead to death. (Moshin Khan 2019)
In today’s world, poverty has become a major problem. Technological advancement may also increase poverty. Robots are taking human jobs and increasing unemployment. The gap between the rich and the poor is widening worldwide. Rich is becoming richer, and poor are becoming poorer.

[bookmark: _Int_hWKn0Fvy]Do you believe that the Rich are growing richer, and the poor are growing poorer?

The well-worn assertion that the rich get richer while the poor get poorer echoes Karl Marx’s theory of immiseration which said that capitalists could only become richer by lowering wages, thereby reducing the living standards of workers until they had no choice but to revolt. Marx was wrong. Today, no one seriously argues that the poor are poorer than their Victorian counterparts, but some claim that they are poorer – and that there is more poverty – than twenty, thirty or forty years ago. It is not true.    (Snowdon 2015)


I have included a graph with relative child poverty rates, and it shows Israel is the highest for child Poverty in the developed world ,his could be because it has got the highest of population than other places and I done a little research and found a quote by Pileggi stating. 
Pileggi 2014 Report attributes marginal worsening of situation to cuts in government allowances to parents
The study noted Israel’s already high child poverty rates and attributed the marginal 0.55 percent rise in recent years to government cuts to child allowances.
Researchers also found that Israel has the highest rate of young adults aged 15-24 who are not in education, employment, or training at 30.7 percent. However, Israel’s mandatory two-year military service contributes to this high number.
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If we want to lower POVERY then we must investigate these problems what can we do to help?


Part 2
Skills that are needed as an educator.
Caring 				friendly
Empathy 			         patience 
                  Listening 				Loyal 
                 communication		critical thinking

Children in Poverty can cause children to stray, they tend to choose a different path, this is where educators skills can be used to help.

Strong critical thinking skills would help to consider ideas, before deciding if its right to help to help children and beneficial to all children, parents, school, community. 

Patience Children that live in Poverty can cause behaviour problems and educators should be patient and help keep a balance between their own expectations and students' abilities. It's part of your job you will have to explain something many times and face challenging behaviour.

Communication Needs strong verbal communication to discuss things that are needed and make expectations clear.

Organisation An educator needs to be organised and effective to make sure enough recourses are available and tasks are done on time.

Imaginative thinking Educator requires a certain amount of imagination to create ideas to help and inspire students, work colleagues and parents.

Leadership Modelling behaviour for students can be a key to developing a dedication to learning a responsibility to life, also important when interacting and planning.

Teamwork Educators with strong teamwork abilities can accept input from others and will help with more ideas. These skills can help with guidance, Councilors, school nurses or phycologists to help in need.

Time management this is needed for a healthy work life balance, set certain hours of the day for realaxation, exercise, and social activities.

All these skills and many more help as an educator and are needed to help tackle Poverty! 
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What can we do in Education how can we solve this problem?
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Education is the key to ending extreme poverty, Education can change people, communities, entire nations and the future of humanity.

(Dwyer 2012) states that “Education can change people, communities, entire nations and the future of humanity”. 

IN ENGLAND
· 23% fail to reach expected levels of language development by 5
· 1 in 3 children living in poverty fall behind with their education
· 27% of children from poor families get 5+ good GCSE passes, compared to 55% of peers from wealthier families.
· 
Part 3
Education reduces poverty! Let's help to give children in the UK a better chance of a big future


Children’s solutions what's their answer?
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Children were asked how Poverty can be helped and what problems could we face 
Children’s ideas were to offer to share their food in their lunchbox or School lunch hopefully this is not needed soon as primary schools are starting to supply free school meals and Evey child would have nutritious food. This should be started sooner than later! 
Be nice to everyone, everybody is the same just beacuase they have different clothes it doesn’t matter. 
Share their pens, pencils etc. Have a look see what things they don’t need any more bring to the hub. 

How can we help?
Few years back only children whose parents received full benefits and did not work, received free school meals, this caused working families to struggle there is a lot of families struggle on low income and had to pay for school meals and which caused children to not have enough food or low nutrition. All primary school children should receive free school meals in all schools. It has now changed in 2023, In my school all children but only foundation age children aged 4 to 7 years old receive free school why not all age in primary school? All children should be equal, does it make difference what age they are? Comprehsive children aged 11 to 16 don’t receive free school meals why? 

[image: ]
Same uniform and free from the school so all the same as a lot of children buy from Marks and Spencer's or Next and names shoes from expensive e shops while children from low-income families would buy theirs from Tesco's or Asda’s. This idea is brilliant as this could avoid embarrassment and bullying everyone has the same and not some with more expensive shoes, but times are so hard that the school’s will not be able to afford this as their budget is low as it is! Could investigate fundraising, getting the Community to help this would probably work for small schools, but for large schools be a lot of fundraising involved. This is where Government should help!
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Grow a vegetable patch, this is a brilliant idea! why not? Children will love helping with this and will help with nutrition and cost.
 Helps reduce costs for food, helps with school budget and can use for school dinners or could extend this and use this for soup and have a soup kitchen day once a week for families to come in and have warm food, or use to help with food banks , It will help with local Poverty and help reduce waste also children who help frow these vegetable's learn life skills and children will learn self-sufficiency which will benefit them in later life. Also, will help children have access to healthy food, you can go to a supermarket these days and nutritious food is expensive, no wonder children are obesity these days as junk food is cheaper than healthy food.
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Why is this, why is healthy food more expensive that junk food? 
 A packet of strawberries can be £3 for a punnet and a cheap chocolate bar is about 50p, all children love strawberries and would pick them as a treat but because chocolate is cheaper parents are going to let them pick the Choclate. Which probably happens all the time because healthy food is so expensive, 
what is going on in this world in 2023? 

Supply walking clubs in the mornings and home time so parents don’t have to worry about costs to get children to school, also parents having difficulties setting their children to. School teachers will meet at key points and meet children, and everyone walk to school together, clever idea as this will help with children's wellbeing, fitness and they would enjoy this  but might not work  as  not enough staff could be available to do this as also staff have families Aswell and could struggle to be involved with this as would not make it in early enough so  could look into a school bus and employ a member of staff to pick children up at key points. 
[image: ]                      [image: ]
Provide a help yourself hub, this is unwanted clothing donated by parents and placed on a rail and left in the hub outside where parents pick their children up and can collect anything they want like coats, shoes jumper's, hats scarfs etc. Also supply toiletries for free which families can access basic hygiene, Parents are welcomed to help support this and help with the community. Also supply a washing machine and dryer for parents in the local community to access, this is in my school and WOW! it really helps! And reduces embarrassment a lot of parents can't afford toiletries clothes also trying to keep them clean and fresh, a lot of families can't afford a washing machine and dryer these days as their so expensive.
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Arrange empathy days, have someone on hand to be there ready to talk to parents struggling with Poverty they could be struggling with their wellbeing. Struggling paying bills, finding food, etc. I think it would help if an organisation for example MIND was situated in a school, as there is a lot of people in and out all day of the building and it would help the parents more and they might have enough confidence to speak out and ask for help.
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Poverty can be a lack of hope!
We cannot fight poverty with just a single solution.
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Global Child Poverty Rates In Perspective

% of children aged 0-17 living in poverty in selected OECD countries”
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