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In this assignment it will be discussed the services involved in response to terrorism, notably in the UK and what services in UK are doing to fight back terrorism, how are these services collaborating to tackle the danger that terrorism represents in our society, with an example of a terrorist attack that occurred.
But, also to write about what the services that were deployed were doing to deal with this situation, and finally critically evaluate what and how these services did to respond to the situation.
In the United Kingdom, the British government has put in society services available 24hrs in response to tackle threats such as terrorism, with these services available, society can rely on to them to expect protection and also to prevent terrorist attacks from happening.
According to the counter terrorism website (link displayed in the reference list),
“Counter terrorism Policing is a collaboration of UK police forces working with the British Intelligence community to help protect the public and the national security by preventing it, discourage and investigating terrorist activity” – counter terrorism policing UK.
Other service not precisely mentioned above would be the MI5, the website Gov.UK mentions on the Counter Terrorism topic that “The Security Service (MI5) is responsible for protecting the United Kingdom against all threats to national security” – Gov.UK, with this we can as well realize that since Police forces across the UK are tasked to protect the public, Police forces who have Counter Terrorist units such as the Armed Response are the primarily forces that will be involved in a Terrorist attack scenario, It is also said and proved through cases in UK where a terrorist situations has happened that the British Army have also made available special units of the Army such as the SAS, highly trained elite soldiers ready, to go into the scenario and tackle the domestic terrorism in case the situation is very critical, in the Elite UK Forces website, there is an info about it, that tell us that “One 22 SAS Squadron is always on standby to respond to a terrorist incident in the UK” – Elite UK forces website.
 In an article about the London Bridge attacks on the 3rd of June 2017, it says that “An elite SAS unit nicknamed ‘Blue Thunder’ is believed to have landed by helicopter on London Bridge, following an attack that has left seven people dead and 48 more people hurt” – Will Worley, Independent, Sunday 04 2017.
Crucially, the Ambulance services should also be mentioned as a public service involved in these extreme circumstances.
The NHS as a public service is responsible for treating any causalities in these situations, there is few years old NHS article that proves the relevance of the Ambulances in response of terrorist attacks in the UK saying “Hillary director of nursing, NHS England and Deputy Chief Nursing Officer, reflects on the impact of the recent devastating terrorist attacks and also looks ahead through the national prevent programme” – NHS, 22 June 2017
Since then, Ambulance services have been one crucial public service as response to terrorism, according to what was said in that article.
Fire services are available too in response to not just any critical situation but as another service deployed in terrorist attack situations, the FRS (Fire Rescue Service), stands with the emergency service responders and has played a part in every terrorist incident since the 70’s, they were again reintroduced in the Greater Manchester ‘Marauding terrorism attack’, on this article it says on the first paragraph that “Firefighters specially trained to respond to terrorism style attacks have been reintroduced in Greater Manchester after a long running dispute” – Manchester evening news , Paul Britton 5th of April 2021.
In the Westminster terror attack the 22 of March 2017, they were tasked to assist the Police, that day it was present “Three fire engines, two fire rescue units and around 25 firefighters were at the scene throughout the afternoon and into the night” - This was reported by the LFB (London Fire Brigade), 9 July 2018.
When it comes to the collaboration of all these public service responses involved in these situations, it’s a requirement they communicate before and when at the scene, it is required that a collaboration between these public services most be mandatory by legal duty to assist each other’s in response of the situation they are dealing, to back this up there is a quote said at the time by the Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary that “Events over the years had shown the need for emergency services to collaborate together as effective as possible during serious or horrible incidents or events. The public expect no less” – HM Inspector of Constabulary Mike Cunningham, HMICFRS, the 12 April 2016.
To explain what the HMIC (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate Constabulary) is, it’s an independent inspectorate in charge of inspecting on behalf of the public to asses and report the effectiveness the police forces have in fighting crime and terrorism, HMIC inspect all Police Forces in England and Wales.
There has been proposals announced for further collaboration in emergency services working together even though outdated , they rest very relevant due to governmental invest, according to the Minister for Policing, Crime, Criminal Justice and Victims at that time it was said “ Radical proposals to change the way police, fire and rescue and ambulance services collaborate together were unveiled by the Prime Minister, The Government has already invested over 70 Million in collaboration projects and local areas have shown the benefits of team work between emergency services” – Minister for Policing, Crime, Criminal Justice and Victims Mike Penning, 11 September 2015, gov.uk. 
In these terms of evaluation, we can see since then massive changes have been made in public services to co-operate together at not just at tackling terrorism or well said at the scene of a terrorist attack but that they are also ready to communicate and plan accordingly how they will perform their duties on a major basis when either attending a crime scene or a terrorist attack situation, older sources give us the reflect on how we see public services operating together.
The way to see it is that according to older sources is that plans were being made for future collaboration between emergency response units, in this source from the Healthcare Service Journal or HSJ, for example, it indicates that “Closer working between emergency services have been developing between ambulances, fire and police public services over recent years, in particular between trusts and fire and rescue authorities on co responding initiatives. In addition, co-location and other ideas have begun to feature with more importance” – Nathan East, HSJ, 19 October 2015.
[bookmark: _Hlk123997614]In itself the Fire England website last updated the 14 February 2022, even says on the Recommendation side that “The Joint Doctrine be amended to make it clear that each emergency service must communicate the declaration of a Major Incident to all other Category 1 Responders as soon as possible” – Fire England, Emergency Services, 14 February 2022
While the terrorist level in UK according to gov.uk is substantial, public services and intelligent services working together on a national and international bases at a rate of caution, it states in the MI5 website in the Law and enforcement agencies that “ We have a very close working relationship with the national Counter Terrorist Police network in Britain, the Police Service of Northern Ireland, and other national law enforcement agencies including the National Crime Agency and the Border Force” – MI5 website, date unknown. It also states that it works with foreign security and Intelligent Services, ideologically, as said above it’s a duty requirement of all emergency services be reactive to respond to a terrorist attack incident and as stated in the sources above both intelligent services and emergency services and other agencies have plans in practise by Governmental funding to secure the peace in the United Kingdom and prevent terrorist attacks from happening, but the issues it could be the lack of communication and slowness to deploy, between all the organizations, public services and intelligent services involved, an article from the Daily Mail states that 
“Emergency Services are not prepared for a terrorist attack in UK, have not been sufficiently improved since the 9/11 attacks in the US. An official report into an exercise which simulated a jet crash into the Bradwell-on-sea nuclear power plant in Essex last year found confusion and slowness in the emergency services”. – Daily mail, 14 October 2021, author unknown.
It states from an older source on gov.uk that when it comes to terrorism “Since 2005 there have been no mass casualty attacks in Great Britain but a number of serious attempted attacks have been foiled. In the 12 months to September 2015, 45 people were arrested charged with terrorist related offences” – Gov.UK, 26 March 2013
Since we have older and new sources counter arguing on how all emergency services and intelligent services are or are not ready to deal with a new terrorist threat, the best way to assess if respond units in the emergency services have been effective or not effective, is to talk about a terrorist attack incident in the UK and how they were deployed to see if there was any limitations in response by explaining details about the incident, and by that getting to know if the country is prepared for major incidents or it needs more improvement in reaction.
[bookmark: _Hlk124001718]In Liverpool on the 14 November 2021 the terrorist level was raised to severe after an incident took place outside Liverpool Women’s Hospital to explain the incident according to the BBC news said “Taxi Driver David Perry survived the blast but his passenger was killed when a homemade bomb exploded shortly before 11 o’clock that morning on Remembrance Sunday. The man who is believed to have a manufactured and brought device into the Taxi, died at the scene” – Liverpool’s Women Hospital explosion, 15 November 2021, Lynette Horsburgh.
Same sources from the BBC reports that the individual was 32-year-old named Emad Al Swealmeen who came into the UK as an asylum seeker reportedly converted into Christianity in 2017, reported to have been mentally ill.
In another BBC article about on “What Happened” it states that “Merseyside Police were called at 10:59 AM on the 14 November to report a car explosion at Liverpool Women’s Hospital” – BBC news,18 November 2021, author unknown.
What is known from the sources that the Police was deployed right after the reports of a car explosion but that no intelligent services prevented it from happening, we can assume that since at outside an hospital that medical help must have been provided for the situation on the surviving casualty, which limits the fact these situations could well happen again since the terrorist was in the country and had no suspicions of being radicalized when it came to the UK, and that since it was Remembrance day the individual took the opportunity since the public was distracted about the memorial day to commit the attack.
[bookmark: _Hlk124003350]The Merseyside Police said at that time after the incident that “We are aware of course that there were Remembrance events just a short distance away from the hospital and that the ignition occurred shortly before 11am.” – Reported by INEWS, Poppy Wood, 15 November 2021 at 11:51.
On another article it states that there was a collaboration of 3 services available to attend the incident, it said “Officers along with crews from Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service and the North West Regional Ambulance Service that attended the city centre site.” – Echo News, Matthew Critchell, 14 November 2021. 
In this same article it is stated by the Ambulance services that they were at the scene by 11:04 am, so this gives us an idea that shortly after the incident, the 3 emergency services deployed quickly to then attend the incident, in conclusion the collaboration with each other the communication was quick as well, so these articles give us an idea of the success they had in being responsive with the little limitations they had on that day, as in, remembrance day all services are part of parades and memorial celebrations, the only fault relies upon on how the National intelligent services and specially the Home Office who refused him 2 times immigration, did not prevent to inform the Police, that the individual was radicalized any earlier when it comes to its suspicious past and his presence, and how he still stayed in UK by adopting a new name when converting to Christianity, and after that too, his local parish lost contact with him, and that the submissions by the Home Office were still in review after a third appeal when the incident happened, as stated in the BBC article above about “What we know so far”. 
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