S4C's Impact on Welsh
Language in Education

This presentation explores how S4C has significantly influenced the role of
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the Welsh language in education.
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Introduction: Significance of Welsh Language in
Education

1  Cultural Heritage

The Welsh language is a vital part of
Welsh culture and identity, playing a
key role in preserving traditions and

heritage.

Cognitive Benefits

Bilingualism has been shown to
enhance cognitive skills, including
memory, attention, and problem-

solving.

Social Equity

Promoting Welsh language
education ensures equal
opportunities for all students to
access education and cultural

resources.



Briet History of S4C: Establishment and
Objectives

1982

1 Established as a Welsh-language television channel.

Objectives
2
Promote Welsh language and culture.
Mission
3

Provide high-quality, engaging programming. wiliams, L. (2022)



S4C's Role in Promoting Welsh

Language Use

S4C was established to provide a
dedicated platform for Welsh-language
programming, increasing its visibility and

accessibility.
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Through engaging and culturally relevant
programming, S4C encouraged daily use
of the Welsh language, promoting fluency

and communication.
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By showcasing diverse content, including
news, entertainment, and cultural
programs, S4C fostered a sense of pride

and belonging among Welsh speakers.




Increased Visibility and
Accessibility of Welsh Content

Pre-S4C Post-S4C
Limited exposure to Welsh-language Expanded access to Welsh-language
programs. content on television.
Limited Broadcast Time Dedicated Channel
Few dedicated channels for Welsh- S4C's own channel dedicated to
language programming. showcasing Welsh content.
s Lack of Diversity Diverse Content
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Limited range of Welsh-language S4C's programming encompassed
programming genres. various genres, including drama,

documentaries, and children's shows.




Language, Politics, and
Education in Wales

@ Language Policy 2 ) Social Context
Political decisions impact The social environment
language education, influences how language is
shaping its curriculum and used and perceived,
resources. affecting its role in
education.

@ Cultural Identity

Language is intertwined with cultural identity, making education

crucial for its preservation and transmission.




The Role of S4C in Fostering a
Sense of Community and Belonging

'\/ |
Shared Cultural Experiences
1 S4C programs provide a common ground for people to connect through
shared cultural experiences, fostering a sense of belonging.
\/
v |
Local Programming
2 S4('s focus on local programming highlights regional stories and
traditions, strengthening community identity.
\/
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Language as a Unifier
3 The Welsh language plays a crucial role in unifying people, promoting
shared values and traditions.




The Importance of Welsh-language Media in
Shaping Cultural |dentity

Family Connections Language Acquisition Community Engagement
Welsh-language media allows families Immersive media exposure fosters Shared cultural experiences through
to share cultural experiences, language development and promotes media create a sense of belonging and
strengthening bonds and passing down fluency in younger generations. foster social connections within Welsh

traditions. communities.



The Impact of S4C on Promoting
Bilingualism in Wales

N ES

S4C has significantly promoted bilingualism in Wales by providing a platform for the
Welsh language in media. Davies, M. and Thomas, R. (2020)
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The channel's diverse programming has exposed a wider audience to the language,

increasing exposure and understanding.

S4(C's commitment to creating and broadcasting high-quality Welsh-language content

has helped foster a sense of pride and identity in the language.



Key Events in Welsh History and the
Role of the Welsh Language

( : ) Acts of Union (1536, 1707)

These acts brought Wales under English rule, leading to the suppression of the

Welsh language in favor of English.

The Welsh Language Society (1962)

Established to promote the Welsh language and protect its cultural heritage.

2
( : ) The Welsh Language Act (1967)

Recognized Welsh as an official language of Wales, providing some legal

protection for the language.

< : ) The Welsh Language Act (1993)

Strengthened the legal status of Welsh, leading to a greater emphasis on

bilingualism.




The Diversity of Language, Geography, and
Population in Wales
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The Significance of Identity
and Belonging in Wales

Cultural Identity

Welsh identity is shaped by
language, history, and
traditions. It's a sense of
connection to a shared

heritage.
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Sense of Belonging

Belonging in Wales involves
feeling connected to the
community, valuing shared
values and contributing to the

society.
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Language as a Bridge

The Welsh language is a powerful symbol of cultural identity and key

to creating a strong sense of belonging.
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Influence on Welsh-Medium Education and
Curriculum

Increased Enrollment Curriculum Development
S4C's programming has contributed to a greater appreciation S4C's educational resources and programming have been
for the Welsh language and its cultural significance, leading to incorporated into the Welsh-medium curriculum, providing
an increase in enrollment in Welsh-medium schools. carter, J. students with engaging and culturally relevant learning
(2019) materials.

4



Impact on Teacher Training
and Resources

Specialised Training Curriculum

, » Development
S4C has provided training
programs for teachers to S4C has contributed to the
enhance their skills in using development of Welsh-
Welsh language resources and language curricula, including
teaching methods. the creation of educational

materials and resources.

Increased Access

S4C has expanded access to Welsh language learning materials, both

online and in print, for teachers and students.



S4C's Collaboration with Educational Institutions

Joint Initiatives Teacher Training

S4C has partnered with universities and colleges to develop S4C provides training for teachers to enhance their language

educational resources and programs. skills and pedagogical approaches.



Fostering Welsh Language Proticiency in Students

Immersive Learning Promoting Active Language Use  Developing Confidence and
Environments , Fluency

Through engaging content, S4C
S4C's resources have contributed to encourages active language use both Exposure to authentic Welsh language
creating immersive learning environments inside and outside the classroom. content helps students develop
where Welsh is the primary language of confidence and fluency in spoken and

instruction. written Welsh.



Role in Preserving and
Transmitting Welsh Culture

S4C's programming has played a vital role in preserving and transmitting
Welsh culture, fostering a sense of identity and pride among viewers. It has
provided a platform for showcasing traditional music, dance, the geography
of Wales and literature, ensuring their continued relevance and

appreciation.
S4C has also been instrumental in promoting contemporary Welsh culture,

by providing a space for emerging artists and performers. This has helped to

ensure that Welsh culture remains vibrant and dynamic.




Impact on Bilingual and
Multilingual Education

Promoting Welsh Enhancing Language
Language Proficiency Skills

S4C's initiatives have helped to Exposure to authentic Welsh
create a more supportive language content has significantly
environment for bilingual improved students' language
education, encouraging students comprehension, communication,
to develop fluency in Welsh and and cultural awareness.

English.

Cultivating Multilingualism

By showcasing the value of the Welsh language, S4C has fostered a broader
appreciation for multilingualism and diversity within the education system.




Challenges and Criticisms of S4C's Approach

Resource Allocation

Some argue that S4C's funding and
resources could be more effectively
allocated to achieve greater impact.
Criticism centers on whether funding is

sufficient and strategically deployed.

Content Relevance

Concerns exist regarding the relevance
and appeal of S4C's content to
contemporary audiences, particularly
younger generations. Some believe
content needs to be more engaging to

maintain viewers' attention.

Impact Measurement

Challenges in measuring the
effectiveness of S4C's initiatives
contribute to criticism. Establishing
clear metrics and rigorous evaluation
methods are crucial for demonstrating
demonstrable impact. welsh Government

(2021)



Measuring the Effectiveness of S4C's Initiatives

150K 100 2M

Active viewers Schools Website visits

S4C's channel attracts over 150,000 Approximately 100 schools participate in S4C's online platform sees 2 million visits

viewers daily. S4C's educational programs. each month. National Assembly for Wales (2017)



Recommendations for Strengthening the Future of the

Welsh Language

Investment in S4C

Continued funding and support for S4C
are crucial for its future success and its

role in promoting the Welsh language.
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Digital Innovation

Embrace digital technologies and
platforms to reach a wider audience,

particularly younger generations.
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Community Engagement

Develop programs and initiatives
encouraging community participation
and involvement in language learning

and cultural activities.
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Evolving Landscape and
Future Considerations

1 Digital Transformation

S4C needs to adapt to the changing media landscape,
embracing digital platforms and emerging technologies.

2 Engaging Young Audiences

Developing innovative content and delivery methods to capture

the attention of younger generations is crucial.

3 Collaboration and Partnerships

Strengthening ties with educational institutions and other

stakeholders to maximize impact and resource sharing.




Conclusion: Assessing the
Lasting Impact of S4C

S4C has played a pivotal role in fostering the Welsh language in education.
Its impact is undeniable, particularly in increasing the visibility and
accessibility of Welsh-language content, influencing curriculum

development, and promoting bilingualism.
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