Maqasid al-Shariah

Maqasid al-Shariah, (the Aims and objectives of Islamic law) are concerned with the wisdoms, and good ends behind the rulings, as well as the divine intents and moral concepts which Islamic law is based upon.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Auda, pp. 2-4] 

The earliest conceptualizations of Maqasid (objectives) in Islamic tradition were not what was later established as the Maqasid of Shariah, rather earlier themes covered aims and wisdoms behind specific acts of worship and laws. Al-Hakim Al-Tirmidhi (d.869 CE) wrote a book in the 3rd Islamic century on the Maqasid of prayer, in it he deals with the intended objective of the acts in Prayer. Another early text on Maqasid  was al Balkhi's (d. 933 CE) book on the objectives of dealings, in particular the Islamic juridical rulings.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Auda, p. 41] 

It wasn’t until the 5th Islamic century that the concept of Maqasid al-Shariah was established as a genre of Islamic law. Al-Juwainy (d. 1085 CE) was the first to discuss the Maqasid as levels of necessity, while his student Al-Ghazzali (d.1111 CE) clearly lays out in his Mustasfa, the order of necessity of the Maqasid, and for the first time, produces a list of the five specific aims of the Shariah; the preservation of faith, life, mind, lineage and wealth. He also explains that within this list of necessities exist priorities, therefore preservation of faith takes priority over life, and life over and so on.[footnoteRef:4] Al-Shatibi (d. 1388 CE) in his al-Muwafaqat fi Usul al-Shariah, developed this concept, outlining Maslaha (human interest) as the objective of the Shariah. He categorized the levels of Maslaha into three, the necessities, which is the list of the five essentials, the needs, which are lower in priority but important in living a normal life, and finally, the tahsiniyat, the luxuries of life.[footnoteRef:5] Other Jurists also classify the objective of Shariah as the Maslaha of the people, Ibn al-Qayyim (d. 1347 CE) explains it as the 'wisdom and people's welfare' stating that any ruling that contradicts these concepts is not from Shariah.[footnoteRef:6] [4:  Auda, p. 17-18]  [5:  Masud, Objectives of Sharīʿah]  [6:  Auda, p. 20] 


More recent Islamic jurists have added to or developed their own lists of the aims and objectives of the Shariah by researching the principle intents of the laws in the Quran and Sunnah. Rashid Rida (d.1935 ce) included the establishment of spreading awareness that Islam is the religion of pure natural disposition, reason, knowledge, freedom, independence, social, political, and economic reform, and women's rights. Modern day jurist Al-Qaradawi explains the objectives to include, purifying the soul, restoring moral values, building good families, treating women fairly, building a strong Islamic nation and calling for a cooperative world.[footnoteRef:7] Doi summarizes the Objectives of the Shariah as coming under the principle of 'Perfect Justice,' enabling justice in all aspects of life, in ones relationship with God, individually, in society, nationally and internationally.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Auda, p. 6]  [8:  Doi, Shariah: The Islamic Law] 


Maqasid al-Shariah, as a concept of Islamic law assists jurists in giving judgment on issues in the contemporary world. It establishes the aims of the rulings in Islam and explores the wisdoms behind them which lead to flexibility on the part of the jurist to decide whether a ruling on a particular issue is in the interest of the people or not at that given time, hence preserving the relevance of Islamic law in the 21st century.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Masud, Objectives of Sharīʿah] 
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