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Research Question (1 sentence max.)According to Goldsmith (2005) the trust between the public and police as a whole is associated with their sense of protection or welfare, which overall creates a relationship for law enforcement and the general public. However, despite the need for trust Goldsmith (2005) suggests that this area of concern received small-scale attention during the early 2000s within policing. The UNODC (2011) agreed by stating that the public must hold certainty that the police can deter and prevent crime, maintain public order and provide support to the general public, before there is a positive relationship established.  
An identified gap within research concerning trust and confidence would be stop and search statistics, with the College of Policing (2017) suggesting that stop and searches did not hold enough power to increase public trust. However, statistics shown by the Home Office (2022) imply that stop searches have done the opposite of this. As results from their study showed that out of the 697,405 searches recorded only 7.5 were completed per 1,000 white people compared to 52.6 for every 1,000 black people. Therefore, by using a survey to complete primary data it will give further data to analyse if stop searches are effective in building trust for the police. 
In addition, research will be completed on this topic as the IOPC (2021) published statistics that show that during the year 2020 a total of 67,732 complaints towards the police were recorded. Furthermore, the research indicated that the complaints were mainly concerning issues of officers behaviour, behaviour that displayed a form of discrimination, the delivery of duties and police power. This is also a factor that influenced the area of research. 
Overall, Goldsmith (2005) implies that in order to increase trust between policing and public they need to deal with officers wrong doing constructively and productively. This insinuates that the police within England and Wales must start to show responsibility and liability if they desire a positive relationship with the public. Cases where they have failed to do so include the Stephen Lawrence case. This case saw a rise in racial tension regarding the police, ultimately persuading public to start questioning and doubting the officers police integrity. 
Public Perception of the police: Is there any trust or confidence? 


Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 

Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.The key aims of this study is to gauge public opinion as to whether they hold a high level of trust and confidence within police forces. 
The second aim of this study would be to create as many recommendations as I can as to how this could be changed.
Lastly, it would also be interesting to see if gender, race and religion play a part in the differences of public opinions on the force. 


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims· An overall general opinion on trust and confidence in the police 
· Evidence to prove the opinion 
· A conclusion and critical analysis of the group with the least amount of trust 
· Evidence to suggest why this is – case study/stop search rates 
· Recommendations to improve/change this 


 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? In order to complete this dissertation piece, a survey will be created and completed gathering both quantitative and qualitative data to be critically analysed. Followed by a range of secondary data being included into the research in order to gauge further into the research topic and reach a conclusion. 
Secondary data will include research such as stop search rates concerning a varied demographic both local and national. 


Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. My sample is not yet decided, however I am aiming for 50 participants consisting of a mix of gender and ages.
 I feel like this amount will give me enough data to analyse over the course of time I have to complete this essay. Also, by including as many ages and genders that I can it will give a more accurate understanding of peoples’ opinion. 


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  · Prepare and organise my data – gather all materials 
· Review the data – read over the data 
· Make notes concerning the data to come back to at a later date – for example, why a particular age category do not trust the police
· Split the data up – excel spreadsheet to analyse each question separately
· Explain data in essay
During this research the participation will be voluntary, meaning they do not have to complete the survey and will have informed consent. All participants will have complete confidentiality, as only I the researcher and a university lecturer will see the results. 
Regarding their ages, I will have age ranges as a question to ensure no ethical issues arise. This question can be left blank if the participant is not comfortable. This will be the same case with gender. 


 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?
(answer is above)
Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.Proposal and Ethics form: 7th October
Introduction: 21st October 
Literature Review: 18th November 
Research Methodology: 10th February
Analysis of results: 10th February 
Conclusion and Recommendations: 24th February 
Draft Submission: 10th March 
Final submission: 1st May – I am aiming to get it done in April. 
r


Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  With the research project I hope to achieve an improvement in the relationship between policing and the public. My findings could influence police forces to create schemes with the aim of achieving this. 
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