An analysis of the reasons behind the development of battlefield medicine in Ancient Rome, with specific reference to the works of Galen from 25BC

Abstract:
This paper will analyse the reasons behind the development of battlefield medical care in Ancient Rome, using the works of Hippocrates and Galen specifically in order to begin to analyse the effectiveness of these developments from a classic and modern perspective. By identifying six areas of development in these areas this essay will explore, in depth, the use and worth of these reasons as justification for the developments as well as to highlight criticisms that may exist in modern scholarship. By beginning with establishing the stage battlefield medicine was at before the time of Galen, this essay will be able to accurately address these justifications and determine their potential interpretations on a wider empire scale down to that of the individual soldier. In conclusion this essay will discuss how the works of Galen and Hippocrates and the surviving documentation pioneered the development of medicine in the public sector of Ancient Rome.
Paper plan:
Introduction:
· Origin of medical practises being in Greek poleis, with reference to Hippocrates  specifically the [Hippocratic Corpus] 
· Links to Galen’s commentary of Hippocratic theories in his works, through use of the [Thesaurus Linguae Graecae] online database
· The key point to note at this stage is the primary field for practise and research of medicinal arts was on the battle field where there were large numbers of men with commonly occurring wounds to practise surgery with and analyse the effects of their methods
· Link to Galen’s previous works as a medic to the Gladiators of Rome and a comparison of this to the physicians of the battlefield, the lack of pressure from sheer quantity of wounded versus the fact most gladiators were slaves and not considered citizens
· To discuss and analyse the reasons for the development of the battlefield medical sphere and whether it was effective and transferable to the public sphere of the Roman Empire
Point 1: size of the Empire
· Before the expansion of the Empire, the wounded would be taken to nearby allied territories
· Due to the expansion of the Empire it became unrealistic to take the wounded back to Rome or an allied polis once the Empire had expanded beyond a certain point, especially during periods of invading neighbouring territories
Point 2: apprentice orderlies in the army
· To increase the number of medical staff available in order to decrease the number of fatalities from wounds that, providing they received treatment, could and would heal providing the proper circumstances were met
· This also means that the army was able to provide a basic level of training to those with no previous medical experience on the job/in the field to increase the numbers of medically trained soldiers in the field
Point 3: development of a rank structure and training for army medical staff
· There is evidence  of development of terminology and epithets for the medical staff within the army structure however it is not extensive, so this paper will be able to identify the problems with this structure and areas in which is exists outside of the military rank structure
Point 4: private physicians 
· As territories were absorbed into the Empire, the Greek physicians often became prominent members of court or high social standing as private physicians that were taken on campaign by those they served, thus increasing the number of medics in the field while also maintaining a healthy number of higher ranking officers within the rank structure
Point 5: development of field hospitals
· The structure and layout of the first and developing field hospitals and their development to accommodate the changes in both medical knowledge and ability of its physicians as well as the changing state of how the Empire went to war 
Point 6: the type of wounds treated and the methods for treating them
· Most commonly, arrow wounds, blunt force trauma, lacerations and broken bones
Point 6: surviving documentation analysing the effectiveness of the medical practises put into place
· Velleius Paterculus 1st C AD – Emperors sharing their private physicians with the common soldier
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ammianus Marcellinus 4th C AD – insufficient number of doctors in the field hospitals and the impact that the lack of doctors in the field had on battlefield medicine
Conclusion:
· The roman empire developed a number of areas of the medical field with reference to war wounds, (discuss the complimentary factors as well as the criticising ones)
· Influence on modern understanding from the works of Galen
· However, with a rudimentary understanding of the human physiology they were not able to identify a number of wounds in which soldiers would die as a result of
· Strong point of history in which these developments ensured a low fatality count however, this was only in cases where the army was victorious in battle.
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