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REVISION

The previous section dealt with a number of very important 
intellectual trends and discourses that have had a significant 
impact on the conceptualisation of Christian-Muslim relations in 
their respective societies. These trends – orientalism and 
occidentalism – seek to understand and categorise the other 
according to available epistemological and ontological structures.

In doing so, I hope that some of danger apparent in these 
process became clear – both rely on ideas about cultural purity 
and the divisibility of cultures between Eastern and Western 
according to inherent and immutable characteristics. These 
characteristics are often assumed to include aspect of religious 
identity – whereby Islam is seen as inherently Eastern, an 
indisputable characteristic of Eastern culture, while the same is 
true of Christianity and the West. 

As the previous sections have hopefully demonstrated, the reality 
of Christian-Muslim relations is somewhat more complicated – a 
long history of entangled relation between Christian and Muslim 
communities that bridges an easy divide into East and West. 

Yet, the reality of this entangled relationship is often de-
prioritised for social, cultural, or political benefit in our societies.



REVISION

The readings from the previous section sought to explore 
these dynamics, with the initial reading exploring the 
connection often seen developed between the ‘West’ 
and aspects of technological ‘modernity’. This 
characterisation is particularly strong and has been a 
feature of both internally western critiques of modernity, 
as well as a variety of non-western criticisms. 

Your other readings sought to explore in more depth the 
three key concepts covered in the previous section –
Orientalism by Edward Said, a piece exploring the 
definitions of Occidentalism found in works from Islamic 
societies, and then a passage from Al-e-Ahmad’s 
Occidentosis. 

This last piece returns to the concerns expressed in the 
first and expands on it – positioning religious identity as 
central to resistance to cultural imperialism through a 
foregrounding of cultural authenticity lacking in 
assimilation. 
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In this, the last section of the module, I want us to have 
a look at the form of some very contemporary 
interactions between Christianity and Islam, those of 
contemporary polemics and polemical thinking 
between the two differing traditions. In doing so, a lot 
of the material looked at today could be found 
deeply offensive in tone and content – however a 
great of current interaction between the Christian and 
Islamic traditions depends on this polemical opposition 
and it colours to a significant degree even ‘academic’ 
conversations. 

For this reason, and the slight entertainment value of 
bad youtube videos, We will have a look at some 
examples of contemporary polemical practices, 
particularly online as this is where a significant 
proportion of contemporary popular culture Christian-
Muslim interaction takes place.

If you are interested, there is a great deal of material 
available in all sorts of corners of the internet for you 
to explore, some of which may be helpful for your 
third assessment. 



CONTEMPORARY 
POLEMICS



CONTEMPORARY 
POLEMICS

As mentioned earlier, the seeming default of 
Christian-Muslim relations, particularly in written 
form, has through the ages, taken the form of 
polemical writing – writing that aims to prove the 
superiority of one tradition over the other.

The type of work we have been engaged in in this 
module – exploring shared and differing aspects of 
history and theology – has been a rare feature in the 
relationship between Christianity and Islam, and 
between Christian communities and Islamic ones. Yet, 
we have focused in this module largely on it – why is 
this?

There is an assumption in much of academia that 
polemic has no place in the serious of religion – it is 
deceitful and rhetorical by its nature and therefore is 
not a valid subject of study. 



CONTEMPORARY 
POLEMICS

However, given the prominence of polemical writing in the 
history of Christian-Muslim relations and its current 
prevalence, this exclusion of polemic can lead to an overly 
rosy or historically detached vision for Christian-Muslim 
relations – where only those willing, or able, to engage 
dispassionately are welcome to contribute. 

This would exclude a great deal of contemporary writing on 
Christianity and Islam, particularly in the fast-paced and 
argumentative sphere of the internet, as well as a great 
deal of historical interaction, such as some of the works we 
have already studied by John of Damascus or ibn Munqidh. 

Importantly, religious polemics often showcase the inter-
related nature of religious competition with wider 
competition over political, economic, and cultural hegemony 
that we began to explore in the previous section. 



CONTEMPORARY 
POLEMICS

Polemical writing between the Christian and Islamic tradition have 
tended to display certain characteristic forms, that provide a hint 
at the continuing relevance of some of the interactions we have 
discussed previously in the module. 

I want us to bear in mind three of these characteristic forms 
before considering some examples of contemporary polemics 
that touch either on West / East dynamics, or more explicitly on 
Christian / Muslim dynamics. 

The first of these characteristics has been the central place given 
to discussions over issues of scripture – perhaps unsurprising given 
the epistemological centrality of scripture to both traditions and 
the relatively easy access to scriptural texts for comparison. 

Polemical engagement has tended to focus on this, with Christians 
attempting to prove the fallacy the Qur’an and its antecedence in 
the Bible, and Muslims highlighting linguistic contradictions in the 
Biblical texts or seeking to uncover prophecies of Muhammad 
within it. 



CONTEMPORARY 
POLEMICS
The second common characteristic of polemical writing, both historic and 
contemporary, is the attempt to understand and critique the other through the 
prism of religious and theological concepts that originate within the ‘home’ 
tradition – particularly when these concepts are understood to be universal.

What I mean by this is that often, while religious may share significant 
overlap, for example shared figures or scriptural texts, this sharing is 
misleading as it fails to understand the religio-cultural context of the point of 
sharing – the religious may be the same, but the details or purpose of that 
religious figure often fundamentally differs in the religious traditions. 

We often see this in discussions over theological matters – for example, when 
Christian polemicists critique Islam’s salvific discourse according to their 
similarity to Christian notions of salvation, or when Muslim polemicists critique 
the Christian veneration of multiple texts as part of their scripture. In both 
case, the polemic is seeking to engage with, and judge, the other according 
to standards which only make sense within the theological architecture of their 
own tradition. 

Just because Christians / Muslims both talk about love, does not necessarily 
mean they are talking about the exact same thing.



CONTEMPORARY 
POLEMICS

The third characteristic of polemical writing is very important 
in considering the purpose and context of much of its 
production. This characteristic is the intended audience of the 
polemical material, such as that we will examine in the next 
slides. 

Who is this material really written for – the religious other, 
or the author’s co-religionists?

Often with polemical material, the intended audience is 
made out to be the religious other – a good-faith 
engagement between religious communities or traditions –
while in actuality a great deal of polemical material is 
made for, and consumed by, the author’s co-religionists in an 
apologetic or identity affirming manner. 

This relates to second characteristic identified above – if the 
audience is the co-religionist, then the cultural and 
theological misses apparent in much polemical writing don’t 
matter in the slightest. 



CONTEMPORARY 
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I have picked out six examples of contemporary 
polemical production (two dedicated websites, two 
seemingly theological discussions on YouTube, and 
two entangled religio-politico-cultural presentations 
of Christian / Muslim / Eastern / Western relations) 
for you to have an explore of. 

Do so keeping in mind some of the issues we have 
looked at in this section and in previous sections –
consider how religious identity becomes bound up 
with cultural or national attachments, which aspects 
of differing religions or cultures are prominently used 
and displayed in each, how historical aspects of 
Christian-Muslim relations return in contemporary 
discourses, and how differing polemics draw on each 
other to produce complex and inter-related schemes 
of understanding. 



ANSWERING ISLAM

Answering Islam, A Christian-Muslim Dialog and Apologetic (answering-
islam.org)

https://www.answering-islam.org/


ANSWERING CHRISTIANITY

Answering Christianity : Islam Answers Trinitarian Beliefs. (answering-
christianity.com)

https://www.answering-christianity.com/ac.htm


CONTEMPORARY POLEMICS

Reaction to Muslims Celebrating the Christmas Xmas Holidays with 
Santa TheDeenShow #827 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8SZkcea9tY


CONTEMPORARY POLEMICS

Answering Islam 13: Has the Quran Been Perfectly Preserved? -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbywtFjzzEw


CONTEMPORARY POLEMICS

Secure America Now Ad “Islamic States of America“ - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVSw8w77Oi4&feature=emb_title


CONTEMPORARY POLEMICS
Shocking: 'Jihad recruitment video' posted online – YouTube

Note, it is almost impossible to find unqualified perspectives from radical groups like ISIS on the internet any more due to action taken 
by western governments. I hope the attached video will give you a sense of some of the religious dynamics present.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6k_ecaCfC1c
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Of course, it is in the nature of any programme 
of study to leave a number of issues 
unaddressed – the scope of Christian Muslim 
relations is, by its nature, far too big to be 
encapsulated in a single module with any 
degree of depth. 

I want us to leave the module with ideas for 
future expansion and progression – ideas of 
the different areas in which your studies may 
take you. 

In this last section, I want to just highlight a few 
of the areas of Christian-Muslim relation that I 
find interesting, as examples of areas you may 
find interesting, and in the hope that they 
inspire you to explore this topic further either 
in your own time or through further study. 



RELIGIO-CULTURAL 
CONSTRUCTIONS - BEAUTY

The main focus of my research interest in Christian-Muslim 
studies are the religio-cultural uses of the concept of ‘beauty’ 
within each tradition – specifically how ‘beauty’ has been 
used in both traditions in theological, ethical, or 
epistemological arguments. 

We can see this when beauty is invoked in ethical reflection, 
an appeal to the most ethically beautiful or beautifying 
outcome of an ethical dilemma, in the Islamic legal work of 
Khaled Abou El Fadl, or when the beauty of the narrative of 
the Christian tradition is invoked as the reason for its 
truthfulness in the work of Christian scholars like John 
Milbank. 

As we have hopefully seen, these shared concepts, while 
perhaps using the same word, can have hugely different 
foundations in scripture or cultural touchstones, and have 
hugely different implications for the religious traditions in 
practice. 



THE HERMENEUTIC, THE 
EPISTEMIC, AND THE 
AESTHETIC

These different foundations of a concept like ‘beauty’ are the core 
of the second angle of most of my research in Christian-Muslim 
relations, which deals with excavating the differing ways in which 
the theologies of the religious traditions operate and process their 
sources. 

In this case, an example might be the differing epistemological 
statuses of the Qur’an and the Biblical texts in their respective 
traditions – the Qur’an is the direct and unchanged word of God, 
while the Biblical texts are understood to be accounts written by 
human authors. 

This difference in epistemological status leads to a very different 
role being played by the scriptural text in the production of 
meaning, the hermeneutic task, and a very different role for the 
text in locating aspects of ethical certainty, the epistemic task. 

In each case, differing forms of usage take on differential 
purposes and roles, highlighting the aesthetic difference between 
their situations. 



AUTHORITY, TRADITION, 
AND RESISTANCE

The third avenue of research interest for me, is in the 
interaction of the religious tradition with mechanisms of the 
secular state in both traditions. 

In this case, multiple scholars in both traditions have identified 
the theological as the location for effective resistance to the 
norms of the secular, and secularising state – as providing an 
alternative locus of authenticity against the mechanistic 
relativism and marginalising violence against the assumptions 
of secularity prevalent in our contemporary world. 

In doing so, however, they draws on different sources of 
authority and develop different methods of resistance to this 
norm-building. 

Pulling from my interest in Queer Studies, these strategies 
around authority, power, and resistance are fascinating. 



BEYOND C-M STUDIES

These facets of Christian-Muslim studies do not only have 
valence within the field – they highlight and assess important 
factors about studying religion and society more broadly.

Similarly, the work I am engaged in in C-M studies does not 
remain there – it interacts strongly with my broadly interest in 
aspects of post-modern philosophy and theology, including 
the use of post-modernity in aspects of Islamic narration 
against modernity, in my abiding interest in questions of 
authority and identity, from a C-M perspective but also from 
queer and philosophical perspectives, and with my interests in 
the preservation of religious systems of knowledge, the 
systematic Christian theology or Islamic Law I teach in a 
secular-modern university. 

In each case, knowledge of and attachment to C-M studies 
offers up interaction and progression beyond what would be 
available without it. 



CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN 
CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS

This may sound quite self-referential, and I 
apologise if it does. 

The purpose is to highlight the importance and 
relevance of a subject you have invested time and 
effort into acquiring knowledge of, and hopefully 
to prod you to take things a little further.

Christian-Muslim studies offers a history-sweeping 
chance to investigate the philosophical and 
theological musing of two of the worlds great 
traditions, locating the lives and beliefs of 
hundreds of millions of people within their 
complex and ever-evolving societies. 

I hope you have enjoyed the module, and I look 
forward to working with you again soon!
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Your readings for this section are split into two 
groups. The first group examines and furthers your 
understanding of the role of polemics in Christian 
Muslim relations – with a historical piece and a 
contemporary piece. 

In reading these two, try and see the links 
between historical polemical forms and 
contemporary ones. I hope the typological focus 
of the first piece will be helpful with this.

The second two pieces are examples of differing 
forms of Christian-Muslim studies that are 
available to you and that represent some of my 
own interests. Have a read of the them if the 
subjects are attractive to you. 



READINGS
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