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Chapter 1 – introduction 

1 - Introduction 
This introduction aims to explain the understanding, background and rational for this study. It will outline the sections that have been split into aims and objectives of the research to analysis the topic.
1.1 – Background on domestic violence 
This research aims to get a better understanding of domestic violence within the UK with the focus on what support is available to women suffering through the abuse and how these support systems are obtained and how they can be improved in the future. Domestic violence against women is defined by (World Health Organisation, 2024) is where a female is abuse mentally, physically and emotional by a intimate partner or close family relative, this abuse subsequently results in emotional, physical and mental harm. Alarming statistics that have been researched by (National Centre Domestic violence, 2024) state that 1.7 Million women have been a victim of domestic violence in the last year. Extensive research from 2022 suggest that domestic violence is on the increase of 7.7% from the previous year. 
There have been numerous efforts by many public service sectors to try and support these victims of domestic abuse, to allow victims to come forward to report these horrendous crimes and to offer the best safeguarding advice to these victims to help them get out of these deadly situations. (NHS, 2022) have addressed safeguarding advice for victims on their website and point women in the direction of Women’s Aid to address these concerns and how they can get support for the abuse they are suffering. The key fact is that domestic violence will always be around due to childhood experiences and the element of men wanting control over women, however, it is now key in ensuring that these victims are listened to, do not feel guilt or ashamed and feel confident to report these issues to let the police and court process bring justice to these victims (Domestic Shelter, 2024).
1.2 Aims and objectives. 
Aim: The aim of these study to have an understanding of domestic violence against women, the abuse they suffer, how women are supported and how this support can be improved by the police and court process. 
· Objective 1: Domestic violence against women, statistics of the violence. 
· Objective 2: Explore secondary information how police respond, investigate and support victims relating to domestic violence cases. 
· Objective 3: To conduct primary surveys with friends, family, police officer colleagues and people outside of the organisation to ascertain their thoughts, ideas and recommendation on how police investigate and support victims of domestic abuse 

1.3 Research structure
Five chapters will make up the dissertation in order to accomplish the goals of this study. 

The research was introduced in Chapter 1 by giving a background, explaining the rationale behind the study, and defining its purpose and its goals. A questionnaire, one interview, and a review of the literature will be used to collect primary and secondary data for the study.
The literature review, which focusses on domestic violence against women in the UK, is presented in Chapter 2. Through self-perception, public perception, and the link between the police and the legal system, the literature evaluation will contribute to a better understanding of domestic violence against women. The research techniques covered in chapter three will come next.
The approach and methodology that will determine the best primary research approaches for this study will be detailed in Chapter 3. This seeks to fill in the research gaps so that data analysis can proceed. 
Primary data gathered using the techniques covered in chapter three will be analysed in chapter four. The results will be presented through statistical analyses. This will be followed by a review and discussion.
The purpose and goals of the study will be discussed and reviewed in Chapter 5. Finally, a discussion outlining the research's key conclusions, suggestions, and limits will take place. 
1.4 - Conclusion 
The first chapter presented the study, stated its purpose and goals, and explained its value in the field of domestic abuse against women. A review of the literature will be presented in the following chapter, which will provide further context for the topics covered in the first chapter.



Chapter 2: Literature Review 

2.1 Introduction 
The purpose of this chapter is to assess and analyse the current academic literature which will identify the issues that women are facing from the criminal justice system during their investigation involving domestic violence. It will also examine the police involvement during this process and how women victims are supported throughout the initial call to the police right through to the trail and the aftermath. It will include the effectiveness of the support available to women and may identify any gaps in the literature and provisions that could be considered in the future to help domestic violent victims through the criminal justice process. Finally, the literature review will establish the statistics around domestic violence against women and whether these statistics have changed over the years. 
Many sources from Google Books, Google Scholar, online papers, and the online library of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) are included in the literature review that follows. Academic publications and recently published primary research on the subject of domestic abuse against women make up these sources. "Domestic violence against women," "criminal justice system support," and "police interaction with DV victims" were the most frequently searched terms. The literature in this part might be taken into consideration to help the researcher develop primary research and data collection methodology. 

2.2 - Domestic abuse 
What is domestic abuse? 
Domestic abuse as defined by (Womens Aid, 2024) is usually experienced by women with men being the instigators. Domestic abuse is behaviour towards a partner that demonstrates coercive, controlling, and violent behaviour. Domestic abuse in most cases involves partners and ex partners, however, can include family members and both male and female can be victims of domestic abuse. This can include a variety of incidents with examples including harassment, stalking, financial abuse, physical and mental abuse. It has been reported by (Womens Aid, 2022) that 94.3% of victims are women who are suffering the abuse from male perpetrators. 

2.2.1 - Statistics of domestic abuse 
The statistic of domestic abuse is currently increasing yearly and is having a detrimental effect on women victims. According to (Office of National statistics, 2022) there was an increase of 6% of recorded domestic violence reports to the police from the year ending in 2021. Alarming statistics from (Womens Aid, 2022) has reported that 60% of victims have children while suffering through the domestic abuse. Domestic abuse ranges from women suffering for less than 1 month up to 66 years, averaging that victim suffers for 6 years. 

2.2.2 - Reports of domestic abuse
Reporting domestic violence can be done directly by the victim or can be done by a third party, for example a family member or friend who is concerned for the victim. This can be done by calling 999 for an emergency incident or calling 101 to report the ongoing or previous domestic violence (Police, 2024). In England and Wales, it is estimated that over 1.5 million domestic abuse related calls were reported to the police ending in the year 2022. However, almost 40% of these incidents after police attendance have confirmed that there was no notifiable crime was committed (Office of National statistics, 2022). 

2.3 – Police involvement for domestic violence 
Police officers in England and Wales are currently receiving an average of 100 calls and hour in relation to incidents involving domestic violence (Womens Aid, 2024). The initial report to the police is given to the call taker who assess the information that has been passed by the victim and the call taker will grade the incident on level of emergency and attach an officer to attend the call. The officer will attend the incident and provide a service to the victim ensuring safety to everyone involved is a priority. The officers will arrest where necessary, take photographs of injuries, statements from the victims and key witness, and provide the victim with relevant supporting agencies that are available. Officers during this should have activated their Body worn camera which should capture the victim first point of contact with an officer, and this can be used in the criminal prosecution (HMICFRS, 2017). 

2.3.1 – How the police support Domestic violence victims 
When officers attend and speak with the victim of domestic violence there are several support referrals that the police offer victims. In all cases a PPN, known as a public protection notice, is completed by the officer. This is done with or without the consent of a victim. If the victim consents there are “DASH” questions which are 27 questions an officer will ask the victim, including questions involving the abuse, the wellbeing of the victim etc. Once the PPN has been submitted this is shared with internal and external agencies including social services, police’s public protection department and multi-agency risk assessment conference MARAC. PPNs allow officers to raise their concerns of the victim and what support they would recommend for the victim. If the officers deem the victim to be high risk, there will be an emergency MARAC meeting conducted within 24 hours to assess the risk of the victim and the immediate support needed (BCP Council, 2024). The officer will also provide the victim with outside agencies who offer support, for example, Live Fear Free. While the officer is with the victim taking a statement, the victim is offered to provide a Victim personal statement VPS, which is a statement describing and explaining how the domestic abuse has affected the victim throughout. This statement will also be sent to the crown prosecution service along with the evidence collected by the officer. If the victim provides a statement and the preparator is arrested more than likely bail conditions will be requested by the officer from the victim to ensure safeguarding for the victim while the investigation is thoroughly conducted (College of policing, 2018). 

2.3.2 – How the criminal justice system support domestic violence victims
According to (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) domestic violence cases are the key priority within the criminal justice system and ensuring the safety of the victims involved is paramount. Crown prosecution service explain how detrimental being a victim of domestic violence can be and how important it is for the courts to understand the importance of ensuring the victim feels safe and their voice is heard. It is of upmost importance that the victim feels like they have confidence in the criminal investigation and the prosecution process. The Crown prosecution service state that it is vital that they work side by side with the police providing accurate updates in relation to the ongoing case and ensure that victims are made aware of support that is available. The support available includes special measures, IDVAs, Protection orders and a pre-trial visit (Independent Domestic Abuse Service, 2024). 


2.4 – What support is available for domestic violence victims 
2.4.1 – IDVA – Independent domestic violence advisors. 
There are a number of support systems that are available to domestic violence victims. One of these includes the victim being provided an IDVA. IDVA stands for Independent domestic violence advisor, who are there to support victims and help guide the victims to make sure they are making the right choices (GOV, 2024). The support IDVA provide to the victim helps the victim through the initial report of the abuse, through to the court date and help support with future needs such as accommodation (Safer Futures, 2024).  (Victim support,2017) has published an article and a victim has stated the following “I was allocated an IDVA... She was absolutely amazing. She just saved me basically. I thought I was going to have a nervous breakdown... I was just literally at my wits end. If it had not been for [the IDVA] I can honestly say that I think I would have ended up in hospital”. A positive statistic reported from (Safe Lives, 2024) state that 60% of victims who received support from IDVAS tell Safe Lives that the abuse stops. 

2.4.2 - Special measures 
Special measures can be offered to victims to be granted during the court process. Special measures were implemented though the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 for victims who are intimidated by the though process of having to go to court. Special measures are granted by the courts to make the experience more comfortable for the victim. Special measures can include a variety of options, these include; Removal of gowns and wigs by judges and barristers, screens, live links, and video recorded evidence and many more (Crown Prosecution Service, 2023). Women’s Aid have published an article stating that special measures do support victims during the court process, however, there are a limit to how often special measures can be implemented due to the limited court facilities (Womens Aid, 2024). 

2.4.3 - Safe Lives 
Safe lives are an independent charity that has been created with trained specialists to offer support and advice to victims of domestic abuse. The charity works closely with the police force, police and crime commissioner and local authorities across the UK. This charity is made up with over 100 people, with expert experiences within the field of domestic abuse, even some of the people involved in the charity have been victims of domestic violence themselves and want to use their personal experiences to make a difference to victims of one of the most horrific crimes. Safe Lives work with over 3,300 IDVAs, however, they have reported that this is not enough to support the families high at risk and in desperate need for support (Safe Lives, 2024). 
2.4.4 - Domestic violence commissioner 
The domestic abuse commissioner is a major voice for the victims suffering domestic, Nicola Jacobs has been the commissioner since 2019 and has worked closely with the criminal justice system, police forces, family courts and domestic abuse specialists to ensure that victims are receiving the best support available to them (Domestic Abuse Commissioner, 2024). The UK Government have published a policy paper on what the commissioner plans are to improve support for victims, this explains how the commissioner should conduct research, collaborate with public authorities and nonprofit groups, map and monitor the delivery of services, advise public bodies over their reaction, and increase public awareness of domestic abuse. The Commissioner will consider how mainstream services identify and assist victims and survivors as well as specialised services for victims of domestic abuse, such as refuges or victim services (Home Office, 2024). 

2.5 – Conclusion 
This chapter concludes the objective of evaluating into the support available to women victims of domestic abuse through the police and criminal justice system including independent charities. 
In conclusion to this literature review it is evident that there are several support systems and measures available for women to access when they are a victim of domestic abuse. The literature review revealed that there are support systems available but there is a struggle to provide this to all victims of domestic abuse due to resourcing available from the criminal justice system, the police and independent charities. 
The literature review outlined that there are gaps in the research surrounding why some victims have access to these support systems while others don’t. Furthermore, there are gaps in the research in understanding why some victims do not feel that they are supported by the crown prosecution and the police. It is simplified by saying that “despite admirable positive steps over recent years, more needs to be done if the government wants to honour its commitment to support those fleeing abuse (Citizen Advice, 2015). 

Chapter 3 – Methodology 
In addition to my literature review I am going to be illustrating primary research to gain a better knowledge and understanding of the views and opinions of how the police help women throughout the court process relating to domestic violence. The primary research I have decided to use is a questionnaire. The questionnaire will be delivered to both police officers who have an understanding of the process and the general public that may not have an understanding of the support available. I will be asking both male and female participants in the questionnaire age ranging from over 18 years old. 

3.1 – Data collection  
A questionnaire according to (McLeod PhD) states that a questionnaire gathers information from participants which consists of a variety of questions relating to a specific topic. Questionnaires are utilised as a cost-effective way to gain responses from participants, it allows respondents to access the questionnaire when they have the time and can anonymously provide answers. This will allow people to be honest and give their true opinion on the research topic without the fear of being judged by their answers. Questionnaires are useful in gaining a large response from a wider audience and keeping costing of the research at a minimum (Kuphanga, 2024). There are however some limitations to questionnaires which include that the researcher has no understanding to what the participant is going to respond, this could mean that the responder does not understand the question being asked or interpret the question their own way (Eionla, Alvesson, 2020).


3.2 Survey design 
There are two types of questions that will be portrayed in the questionnaire, and they include open-ended questions and closed-ended questions. Depending on the type of information I required for each question will depend on whether open or closed ended questions will be utilised. 

3.3 Strengths and Limitations 
Open-ended questions allow the participants to express their thoughts and feeling when answering the questions, this gives the participant the opportunity to answer more than just a yes or no to the question (LaVine, 2024). Open-ended questions are utilised to allow the responder to give a detailed response, these questions typically start with how, what and why which allows the responder to think deeply about the question and makes the responder engage with the questions being asked (Cullen, 2023). However, there are some disadvantages for using open-ended questions. According to (Krause,2002) he explains that there are concerns that some participants may not be completely honest when answering questions and may give a response that they believe the researcher will want to see. 
Closed-ended questions are pre-defined response, this allows a straighter forward answer of yes or no. These questions are used to provide better insight into the direct question. Closed-ended questions are used for quantitative data, this is mainly used for the analysis of statistics and numbers, allowing data to be cross-examined. There are many positives for using closed ended questions, these can include quick and easy response from the participants, avoids unrelated and irrelevant responses and allows the participant to directly understand what I am asking from them (Bonneau, 2024). 

3.4 Types of Data 
As previously mentioned, there are two types of data that will be collected from the questionnaire, and they include quantitative date and qualitative data. The difference between the two types of data are quantitative data is statistics and numbers whereas qualitative data is descriptive. Both will be utilised throughout the questionnaire. I will use quantitative data to collect statistics relating to the topic and analysing the findings in graphs. This will be used to confirm findings or test theories explored. Qualitative date will be used to gather an in-depth perspective of the participants understanding and opinion of the topic. It will also allow the participant to share their own experiences of the topic and share their views and thoughts, which will be analysed (Streefkerk, 2019).  These two different types of data will be analysed differently. Quantitative research analysis determines the correlations found in the graphs and diagrams to discover the numerical trends and patterns. Qualitative data research analysis includes recognising perception by categorising the findings and spotting patterns in the findings. Using both quantitative and qualitative data amalgamated together will allow for a comprehensive analyse and understanding of the findings from the research (Bisht, 2024).
The questionnaire will have a structure and chronical questions which will be clear for the participant to follow and understand the questions being asked and ensuring that the participant is happy to answer the questions. This will then follow into the main section of the questionnaire where there will be a variety of questions asked, using both open-ended and closed ended questions collecting both quantitative and qualitative data (Hassan, 2024). 
4 Questionnaire Findings 
When analysing the distribution of the questionnaire where 72 people have responded, there is a mixed review of the knowledge and understanding of support that is available to women. The respondents to the questionnaire have an awareness of the who can be affected by domestic abuse and who can be the preparator. In relation to the percentage of woman that can be affected, 50 out of the 72 respondents knew that 34% of women in their life-time experience domestic violence. This demonstrates that people have an understand of how many women go through this traumatic experience and that this is advertised for people to understand this statistic. 
4.1 Knowledge on domestic violence 
This led to the next question which was asking the respondents if they have been a victim of domestic violence, or do they know someone close to them who has been. This was answered yes by 58% of respondents which explains that domestic violence is more common that what some people would originally presume and alarmingly suggest that many people lives are affected by domestic violence. The respondents were asked to go into detail about the support that is available to victims and do they know how this support is sought. There was a vast variety of response, over 10 of these that were given, one of the most common answers was Women’s Aid being the main support for women. This information suggest that Women’s Aid is advertised for women’s awareness and help when needed, it is positive to see that many respondents have named women’s Aid when asked this question. This shows that the charities that support women daily are being used and spoken about to help women when they need the help the most. This is supported by Women who have worked alongside Women’s Aid when they have been victims of domestic abuse. This is explained by a female who has stated that supporting Women’s Aid has allowed her to have hope and has come out the other side stronger and moving forward to have a successful life (COFFEY, 2024). However, there are some respondents who are aware that there is support for women but unsure what support is available which suggests that support that is available such as Live fear free and Independent domestic violence advisor (IDVA) are not advertised enough for victims. With these 2 support systems being only mentioned by 3 people exaggerates how important it is for these to be advertised more to victims. It appears that people are aware that there is support but do not know how to access these or that they even exist. University of Bristol (2024) have addressed this in a recent intervention review, suggesting that health systems need to intervein more and provide victims at the earliest stages of the different types of supports that are available, they have spoken about the importance of training employees to provide the best service to victims and boosting community engagement. This corresponds the answers from the two questions above which summarised explains that victims understand and have some knowledge of support however this can be improved. 

4.2 Understanding of support available. 
I have asked in further detail for the respondents to explain what support is available from the police and from the Crown Prosecution services. There are a variety of responses from police officers and general members of the public and I believe this is portrayed in the responses. Some responses mention PPN, Victim focus, Claires Law, special measures, restraining orders, DVPO and DVPNs while other responses simply replied no or to call 999. PPNs for example are public protection notices that are completed by the police for referrals to outside agencies to help support victims. This points in the direction that officers that daily deal with domestic violence incidents have a better understanding than the public. This would be expected considering the training police officers have and how they work with the courts. Social Care support (2024) have completed a research project which explains that domestic abuse awareness and support that is available to victims needs to have a more dept of insight. This explains my above theory of the responses that have been received that people who are involved in domestic violence whether being a victim or know someone suffering need to be targeted by professional and agencies to give an understanding of support available through the police and the court. 

4.3 How this support can be improved. 
This concludes with the final questions of the survey which asked respondents to explain how they believe this support can be improve and what more can the police and the court systems do to support victims. There has been a couple of mentions of the process of convictions being quicker for the victim and not allowing bail conditions to last so long. This is an important element of the court process; The victim commissioner of England and Wales (2024) released a statement explaining that no victim should have to wait a length of time for the case to reach the courts and this is having a major negative impact on the victims. This is clearly an issue that has been addressed however needs work and improvement to support the victims. Another issue that was addressed was victim support IDVA – Independent domestic violence advisor, Victims are issued an IDVA during the court process. However, domestic abuse commissioner (2022) released an article which highlights that only 37% of victims felt that they benefited from having an IDVA during the court process. This massively stresses the improvement needed from IDVAs during their time supporting victims. IDVAs are utilised to help assess risk for the victim, talk through options and contingencies and put a plan in place moving forward (HMICFRS, 2023). Overall, it is clear that there is support out there for victims which have been addressed and analysed above, although this needs to be reviewed and improved. Speaking with victims that have experienced the trauma and the process of the police and court systems could give the services a better understanding on how this can be improved and how this support can be advertised better for victims to access in the future.

5 - Conclusion and recommendations 
5.1 - Introduction
This will conclude the above findings of this research project and discuss the main findings of the study but also focus on self-reflection and recommendations. 

5.2 Main findings 
Throughout the dissertation there have been multiple findings in relation to the research around violence that women suffer, who can be the preparator and the different kinds of abuse. There is a gap in analysing why women do not use these support systems that are available to them. It has been apparent that the support is available, however the questionnaire highlighted that lots of women and family supporting the women have not heard of. The public perception is that there is support available to women however they do not know entirely how to access this support and how this could benefit them. 

5.3 Recommendations 
During this study a variety of recommendations can be made as it is important for these victims of domestic abuse to be utilising the support available to them and ensuring they are sent in the right direction for the support. Campaign marketing is keyway to push forward the support available (Mykkanen, 2024) has published an article involving Queen Camila in the celebration of 50th Anniversary of Women’s aid and she met with women across the country who have been victims of abuse. This addressed the main gap in our research when the Queen states “IT IS TERRIBLE THAT AFTER 50 YEARS, IT STILL HAS NOT BEEN ERADICATED BUT WE ARE MAKING PROGRESS”.  This suggest that the work that Women’s Aid are doing is amazing and is helping so many women across the UK with support, although this can be pushed and advertised even further to ensure that as many women as possible at utilising this support that is available at them. 
A further recommendation is the lack of support available to women throughout the court process and that the courts are not support these women enough during this process. It has been highlighted that less than 25% of court cases result in women gaining restraining orders against the preparator (Centre for Women justice, 2021). It is evident that there is this support available for women however sometimes women are not given the option to use this support. Restraining orders are granted by the courts during a trail, however, if the courts are not granting these to victims how are victims going to feel supported by public service sectors. This addressed part of the survey where people have suggested that the court process is not efficient and women don’t feel supported during this. 
A final recommendation would be focus on the police and how they support victims, a horrific statistic shows DVPOs are only used on 1% of cases as an average of police forces across the UK. This is a major recommendation for these forces to educate officers better in the understanding and the important of DVPOs and to offer these to victims that are suffering the abuse. This explains why so many women feel largely let down by the police service when they are reporting crimes of domestic abuse and this could be a reason as to why further women do not come forward when reading these articles online about the negative journeys women have gone through (Centre for Women justice, 2021). 

5.4 Limitations 
While completing this research project it was highlighted the limitation with asking police officers and general members of the public the same questions on the same questions. This raised issues as it was assumed that the detailed responses of what support is available and the correct statistics was from police officers and not the public, however this cannot be known for sure. The researcher did not consider this until analysing the findings, this information could have been collected separately to get a true account of what police officers’ knowledge is and what the publics knowledge was. 

5.5 Further research 
As discussed above, for further research in this subject topic, 2 of the same questionnaires would be sent to police officers and people working for a public sector and then a separate one for the public. This would have allowed a better analysis of both responses, comparing the responses. This would also allow for gaps where police officers are missing support that is available, there is so much support for these victims, that this could have shown what police officers are missing and what further training could be offered to improve this. This would have also allowed for public responses to be clear of what support is advertised the best and how they know about the support and how they believe this support could be addressed to them better. This would provide further insight in how best this support can be given to victims. 

5.6 The achievements of the objectives 

· Objective 1: Domestic violence against women, statistics of the violence. 

This was completed with an in-depth analysis through the literature review, where domestic violence was discussed as a whole and how this abuse can be shaped and who the preparator could be. This study aimed to investigate the statistics of domestic abuse against women and to see the raise or decline in this matter. 
· Objective 2: Explore secondary information how police respond, investigate and support victims relating to domestic violence cases. 

This was completed during the literature review and has been analysed to understand what support police officers and the justice system offer victims, this has been mentioned throughout the dissertation and has been highlighted in each section and recommendations have been discussed in the conclusion. 
· Objective 3: To conduct primary surveys with friends, family, police officer colleagues and people outside of the organisation to ascertain their thoughts, ideas and recommendation on how police investigate and support victims of domestic abuse. 

This was completed with a survey that was sent to both police officers and the public to analysis their understanding and knowledge on domestic violence but to also allow these respondents to give recommendations on how this support can be improved and what their opinions on the support that is available to victims of the violence. 

5.7 Self reflection
The researcher’s desire is to gain a better understanding on the topic of domestic violence against women and to identify the support and or lack of support from police, support services and Crown Prosecution Service. The researcher also wanted to know from what the public and members of Police service know about domestic violence and specifically their understanding of what support is in place and how support is sought. 
This dissertation has presented many challenges, in terms of ensuring time management, self-learning and to critically analyse a variety of research and sources to achieve the best possible outcome and accurate information for the readers. It has been difficult to maintain a level of commitment in terms of completing such research whilst working a full-time job which has its own demands Aswell as personal life however with patience, resilience and the ambition it has been possible to complete the research. 

5.8 Conclusion
To conclude, this project has identified the issues in terms of the lack of knowledge in respect to domestic violence, namely the lack of knowledge of what support is out there for victims and interested parties and how to obtain said help, support and to better knowledge themselves. This project has highlighted on what support services are used the most and opinions on these services, and what support services are rarely known about which would ultimately benefit victims, therefore It is hopeful that this project will raise awareness and broaden people’s knowledge with the ultimate desire to tackle the issues of domestic violence and utilise the support systems in place. 
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7.2 Ethics form 

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
IMH

	4
	Campus:
	
Swansea

	5
	E-mail address:
	
2131851@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2131851

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Professional policing

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Samantha McAlister Wilson





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other Samantha McAlister Wilson

	☒	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐


	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.


Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	· – domestic violence against women – investigating the effects of domestic violence on women and the process of the police investigation to the crown prosecution service.


	2
	Proposed start date:
	25/03/2024
	Proposed end date:
	30/12/2024

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge
· How it addresses an area of importance.

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

The purpose of the research is to explore how police respond and investigate cases of domestic violence and how police services support them from the first point of contact leading through the investigation up until cases are brought to trial. The research will likely talk about how police refer victims to third parties and partner agencies to allow them the best support and the struggles police services face when dealing with cases of domestic violence.



	4
	Research Question

Does the police affectively investigate cases of domestic violence on women and how do they support women through the process of the police investigation to the crown prosecution service.



	5
	Aims of Research Activity

The aims of the research is to establish whether police are positively investigating domestic violence cases, Whether victims of domestic violence feel supported through the investigation from the moment of contacting the police to report leading all the way through to the court trials.

(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

· Review how many cases of domestic violence police respond to (yearly bases)
· Explore secondary information how police respond, investigate and support victims relating to domestic violence cases.
· To conduct primary surveys with friends, family, police officer colleagues and people outside of the organisation to ascertain their thoughts, ideas and recommendation on how police investigate and support victims of domestic abuse

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	The primary research for this study will comprise of questions relating to the main topic of How police support and investigate cases of domestic violence and how victims are supportive up until the CPS/court trials. I will submit this survey to both people who work in the police who will have experience and knowledge relating to the questions and I will also submit it to people who do not work for the police, this should enhance fairness, impartiality and will also be interesting to see if non police participants will have similar opinions as to which the police participants do. I will ask questions as to whether participants have had first hand experience in relation to domestic incidents/police investigation, how participants feel the police responded, investigated and supported. where there are failings within these investigations/support and what can be done to improve/enhance the response and support for victims

I would ideally like those who have been victim/witnesses in domestic violence cases to fill in the questionnaire as this allows real and impactive answers as opposed to those who have never had experience however it will be interesting to see those, who have never been personally involved with domestic violence and how they answer the questionnaire

I will ask a range of questions which should allow best feedback and data, I will need to be careful how these questions are worded to ensure, I do not jeopardize someone’s identity or trigger any form of mental health/emotional impacts as this is a sensitive topic.




	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	



	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	

There will be no research outside of the UK
(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☒
	☐

	4
	Use of participant diaries?
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☐

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained.

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited?

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	


I intent on disseminating the question via social media platforms/I.e., WhatsApp, Facebook to allow as many participants as possible to access the questionnaire, this show allow friends, family and work colleagues to allow easy access to fill in the questionnaire.

I expect approximately 30-50 participants, and this should allow a broad range of answers from my intended participants

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
People aged over 18 years of age, friends /family member, colleagues.



	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	

I will ask the participants who undertake the questionnaire to fill in questions which will help identify what group they come under.





	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☒
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation

	
	






	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended?
	Yes
	☒

	
	
	No
	☐

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:


No risk
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	


I will include support services – if someone who seeks support throughout my survey, This should allow the participants, if needed to contact relevant agencies.

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



No risk
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



No risk
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



No risk
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	


	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?

	
	I will provide contact details for myself if people require any feedback, the information will be sent along with the questionnaire.




	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	


There will be an introduction at the beginning with details of the what the questionnaire will in tale and what the information is used for.

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.

	
	
The information asked will not jeopardise a participant’s identity, there will generally questions and targeted questions. Although I will initially ask questions to identify certain groups I.e., gender, age, victim or witnesses, By asking these questions you should not be able to personally identity participants of the survey



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality


SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)




	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☐

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Supervisor, and those who participated on request.



	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	


Researcher only.

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.

	
	


The data will be stored on a work issues laptop which is password protected and encrypted. The data will be archived for 7 years if required as per DPA, Once the research is complete and finalised the data will be deleted

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff)

	
	


NO

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	C.Danter
	Date: 20/05/24




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date: 20/05/24

	3
	Signature:
	
C.Danter
	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☐
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☐
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☐
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☐
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




7.3 Questionnaire responses 
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7.4 Response to question 9
I don’t know anyone who has been a victim but I know there is support from services like the police but not sure exactly what support is available for them.
As a police officer and a friend to people who have experienced levels of domestic abuse, I am aware of many different support networks that are available including, live fear free, IDVA'S and much more.
I am aware that there is support available out there through the police, partner agencies and charities
In a violent relationship as a teen. Grew up amongst domestic violence between my parents
Womens aid, live fear free, IDVA, police
There is a lot of help within the health service online and police
I only know of a womens refuge, and helplines
Womens aid are wonderful in support and helping to guide and inform on making a change
N/A
Hotlines and support groups
Understanding of situation and I know what help is available
N/A
My father was very controlling with my mum you had to look at his face when he walked through the door to see if you could speak or just get out of the way. My mum eventually left him best thing she ever did. No one should put up with this. But it's so scarry to have the courage to go.
N/A
Police support. Plus women's aid etc
I was in a domestic violence relationship I had to call police number of time I went in to womens aid for mine and my children safety
There are many charities available for domestic abuse victims, shelters, hostels etc.
A family member we t through extreme violence from a partner. Although at the time help wasn't really well know but I feel times have changed and women have access to more help and able to escape a violent relationship
Didn't have much support in 1979
Due to working in a hospital setting I am aware of the initial escalation however once police called I am unaware of the next steps.
There are shelters but not much understanding of any outreach services, anonymous help or advice
Not sure on support
Women’s Aid and various other charities
Police can assist victims of domestic abuse to obtain the relevant support through partner agencies such as women’s aid
Police, women’s aid.
Police, Women’s health clinics and support groups are available.
I know someone close to myself who was a victim of a female partner. Don’t know female victim
More support available now than for previous generations
There is a lot more support available now that there was many years ago. It was very much take the make person away from the event and let them calm down
Signposting to third party supporting agencies - Live Fear Free, Womens aid, Samaritans etc as part of my current role.
There are many charities like Women’s Aid, Refuge and DASH
Police, live fear free, assia and domestic violence unit within council
Very good, police , outside agencies , confidential phone lines , social media platforms.
Call 999
There are large gaps in the support network. For a victim to come forward, they have already suffered years of abuse, counselling is a big step, yet it takes moths, or even longer to access. Housing support is shocking! For a family fleeing DV, there is the high chance they will be left homeless or have to go into shared accommodation. This is not always the correct path for some victims.
Women’s aid, victim support, national domestic abuse helpline, refuge
Womens aid.
Little with emotional abuse
There was none when it happened to me
Women’s aid, victim support, national domestic abuse helpline
There are charities that help and protect women - women’s aids. They can help you flee DV and house you safely, police also
It was a long time ago that my close friend was in an abusive relationship. At the time it wasn’t dealt with correctly as she was asked if she needed help in front of her partner and wasn’t given the chance to speak to the police privately when they were called to her house.
There are support agencies in place for DV. Women's aid is the main group with ASSIA supporting higher risk persons.
From seeing things as an early child there was no support over the years the supper provided is much better and things are taken seriously
N/a
It happened many years ago in my 20’s and I was unaware of help available at the time.
Very good



7.5 Response to question 11
Police watch, criminal conviction and bail conditions, public protection unit.
I have heard of Womens aid and refuge but I’m not sure what they provide for women who are victims.
The police work with partner agencies. Through the use of a public protection notification this can stem into many different agencies being involved including IDVA'S. Police can also refer into the live fear free scheme and suggest support from doctors housing etc.
Referrals to support agencies such as Live Fear Free, Women's Aid, Victim Focus, Social Services
Counselling, support by victim referral, PPN, MARAC
PPN's, depending on level of risk victim referrals. also direct them through woman's aid
A PPN can be put in to get help from external agencies that can help
Womans aid
LIVE FEAR FREE, WOMENS AID, IDVA, SOCIAL SERVICES
All the above. DV dept.
Telephone numbers online support women's refuge
Family liaison office
Unsure
Live fear free, woman’s aid, PPN, South Wales Victim Focus, and IDVA.
responding to emergency calls
Witness protection?
999
VFR, PPN, bail conditions, safeguarding.
LFF, Women’s aid
I have no idea.
Victim support , special trained officers council
There is woman's safe places on line.
Live fear free, assia, domestic abuse unit, victim support
IDVA, positive action approach, referrals to external support
Victim support, women's aid etc
When I was going though it over 20 years ago there wasn't much support or anything police could do but thank god things ha e changed and they got me power to help
Victim Support. There are specific domestic abuse officers who are trained in this field.
Bringing charges to the person, help to leave the property and move somewhere safe also having pain alarms fitted in your home
Claires law, additional security on your property, phone number identification when you call 999, women’s aid
Just ask for help
I am unaware of any.
Ring 999 or 101 in non emergency’s for their support
N/a
No
No idea
Referrals to support networks and charities, protection services police watches etc
Victim support,
Victim support, safeguarding referrals, refuge/accommodation, IDVAs, Clare’s Law
No
I’m unaware of police support.
No
Police can open a criminal investigation in to the allegations and point you towards support groups etc available to you.
Victim support, Assia
Not sure
Victim support. Women’s Aid. Police Watch from local officers
PPN referrals. Signposting to DA charities. Police to take a positive action approach to DA. Emphasis of safeguarding vulnerable victims and any children involved. High risk repeat victims can be given Ring doorbell cameras to assist with crime prevention. Victim support referrals, NPT engagement, application of restraining orders against perpetrators etc.
Victim support
Emergency response if needed, legal support if charges are pressed, rehoming support
Not sure
Ppn’s, fear free assia, domestic violence unit, domestic abuse unit
All officers, specialist departments. Public Protection , PSD
No
Police can liaise with third sector agencies on your behalf. Police can fight for a conviction if this is what the victim wants
Women’s aid, 999, PSNI
Police watch, MARAC
Live fear free
No
That’s who I would go to
None
Victim support
DASH and MARAC - risk assessment and multi agency cooperations centred around DV concerns as well as typical policing
No I can’t say with confidence that I know
PPN referrals to PPU to refer onto the agencies. Live Fear Free helpline. Refuge.
Mental health support, protection
DASH PPN (lots of third party agency support as a result of this) - arrest -
No sorry
I am not sure exactly but I know help is available as I have seen posts online regarding this.
They can signpost, put marker on property, take evidence that may lead to prosecution, potentially arrest perpetrator, link with Women's Aid
Criminal , civil, dvpo dvpn, emergency assistance, risk assessments

7.6 Response to question 12 

IDVA, Addis
Not sure what support is available through the courts.
SPECIAL MEASURES are available during the court system which can be applied for by police to support victims through the court process. The courts can apply for restraining order's, non-molestation orders, protection from harassment orders during the court process.
No/Unknown
Special measures such as live link, removal of wigs and gowns,screens, evidence given in private.
Restraining orders
I dont know
Special measures, i.e Evidence via live link or from separate building away from the court
Special measures, Witness Care
Yes, special measures such as video link or screens.
I don't know
Victim support
No
Witness care, IDVA’s, Special Measures.
No
Dedicated support person via police
Victim support, special measures and aftercare with restraining order.
Special measures
I have no idea.
No
Speacial measures
Witness care screening video evidence. Prior tour of court
No
I was very lucky and he pleaded guilty so i didn't have to go to court And they set up panic alarms in my home
Victim support.
Prosecution to the person who commits violence such as prison or conjunction order
Someone to support you in court, restraining orders
No
No I am unaware.
Don’t know
Not sure
Victim Support and associated Organisations
No
No idea
Restraining orders, non molestation orders
Unknown
Special measures that can be adapted to a victims needs and vulnerabilities
No
Restraining orders and sentencing depending on the evidence.
Intermediaries, video link evidence, pre recorded evidence, victim support
Not aware.
Not sure
I don’t know
???
I’m not sure but I’m guessing counselling support
Not sure
Victim impact statement. Victim support
Special measures, family liaison officer
No
Liaise with witness care, ensure victims are updated and give support when the case goes to court
Victims code ? Mental health support
Restraining orders, victimless prosecution, special measures
Not aware of any
No
No
Don't know
Witness support
Vulnerable persons provisions - being able to give testimony via video link, the accused being blocked from view etc, victim support volunteers who sit with the victim before and during the trial,liaison officers
I know that they don’t have to physically be in court but not much else on the matter.
Special measures are available.
No
Restraining order - non molestation order - bail conditions - stalking prevention order
No sorry
do not know.
Victim support, link with external agencies
Special measures, pre court visit, support from an IDVA, witness support
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Dissertation - Domestic violence against women

Hello, My name is Carl Danter and | am currently in the process of studying a policing degree and | am in my third year
of studies and in the process of completing my dissertation.

Study Title: - Domestic violence against women — investigating the affects of domestic violence on women and the
process of the police investigation to the crown prosecution service.

I am completing a questionnaire in relation to my dissertation and would appreciate 5 minutes of your time to complete
these questions in relation to domestic violence against women.

This questionnaire will involve asking your views and opinions and thoughts on the area of domestic abuse. To take part
in this study you must be over the age of 18 years old and give full consent to participating in the questionnaire. The

responses will be anonymous and you will not be required to give personal details.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire for my studies. | really appreciate the time and effort taken
to give your responses.

At any time you don't feel comfortable answering the questions, you can stop the questionnaire at any time.

If you are struggling with domestic violence and are looking to reach out, | have listed below help lines and details to put
you in the right direction for help.
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LIVE FEAR FREE - 0808 801 0800
WOMENS AID - www.womensaids.org.uk

NATIONAL DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE 24/7 -0808 2000 247
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1. Do you consent in completing this questionnaire and allowing your response to be used in
my dissertation project?

O ves
O no

2. What is your age range?
O 1824

O 2534

O 3544
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45-56
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4. Do you work for a police service?

O Yes
O No

5. What is your understanding on domestic violence?

Enter your answer

6. Who could experience domestic violence?

Enter your answer




image7.png
7. How many women experience domestic at least once in their life time?

O 12%

O 20%
O 21%
O

34%

8. Have you been a victim of domestic violence or know someone close to you that has?

O Yes
O No
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9. If answered yes to the above, can you explain your awareness and understanding of the
support available to women.

Enter your answer

10. If you was a victim of domestic abuse or have been a victim, are you aware of how this
support is sought.

Enter your answer

11. Can you explain or list what support is available through the police.

Enter your answer
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12. Can you explain or list what support is available through the Crown prosecution services
when victims go to court.

Enter your answer

13. Do you believe there is enough support for victims suffering with domestic abuse?

O Yes
O No
O sometimes

O depending on circumstances
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14. How can this support be improved for victims?

Enter your answer

15. What more can the police and Crown Prosecution services do to help support women
victims?

Enter your answer
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1. Do you consent in completing this questionnaire and allowing your response to be used in my dissertation project? More details

® yes 72
® no 0

100%
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2. What is your age range?
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3. What is your gender More details

15%
® Male 1 \
® Female 61
@ Non-binary 0
® Prefernottosay 0
® Other 0

85%
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4. Do you work for a police service? More details

® VYes 31

® No 1 57%
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5. What is your understanding on domestic violence? More details

Latest Responses

"Excellent”
72

"Violence perpetrated within a relationship against women and men"

Responses "When a partner or spouse is physically threatened or harmed by their partner.”

15 respondents (21%) answered behaviour for this question.

coercive and controlling
ex partner

abuse of a partner physical abuse

; i erson _ . ..
Violence is abuse emot'onal behaVIou r p physical violence

. - violence is an incident
Abuse or violence financial abuse family members Domestic violence
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6. Who could experience domestic violence?

72

Responses

9 respondents (13%) answered relationship for this question.

males and children
kind of relationship

children
violence the partner partners
intimate relationship home

adult children

relationship with a partner

relationshipagetiv

men and women

More details

Latest Responses
"Anyone"
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7. How many women experience domestic at least once in their life time? More details

8%
|~
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21%
® 0% 6
® % 15
® 3% 50

69%




image18.png
8. Have you been a victim of domestic violence or know someone close to you that has? More details

42%
® VYes 42

® No 30 58%
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9. If answered yes to the above, can you explain your awareness and understanding of the support available to women.  More details

Latest Responses

47 "Very good"
Responses "It happened many years ago in my 20's and | was unaware of help available ... "

17 respondents (36%) answered support for this question.

support is available domestic violence victim support help is available

live fear . e fear free
Police support help aid su pport pOI ice supporting agencies
women's aid Womens aid domestic abuse women e

support networks support from services aware that there is support
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10. If you was a victim of domestic abuse or have been a victim, are you aware of how this support is sought. More details

Latest Responses

5 'I "Yes"
Responses "I am now. There are many options both online and face to face."

3 respondents (6%) answered aid for this question.

support agencies

_ . . online_, .
social media WomenhEIPIIr\eS ald phone police they weren't

website advice phone calls

police service| g ca| councils contact Police and see what support

face to face

councils & police numbers are available women's aid

free helpline
agencies and many groups
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11. Can you explain or list what support is available through the police. More details

Latest Responses
69 "Criminal , civil, dvpo dvpn, emergency assistance, risk assessments"

"They can signpost, put marker on property, take evidence that may lead to p..."
Responses

"l am not sure exactly but | know help is available as | have seen posts online ...

11 respondents (16%) answered Victim support for this question.

online support external support legal support PPN referrals

Police watch public protection .
t Police

agency support
Victim Focus

victim referral PPN Victim Suppor

domestic abuse

risk victim
police support
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12. Can you explain or list what support is available through the Crown prosecution services when victims go to court. More details

Latest Responses

66 "Special measures, pre court visit, support from an IDVA, witness support”
"Victim support, link with external agencies"
Responses "l do not know."
13 respondents (20%) answered SPECIAL MEASURES for this question.
court process order - non
live link Witness Care molestation orders video link court visit
health support courts

available through the courts SPECIAL MEASURES

counselling support ~ restraining order evidence Victim support

Witness support
MEASURES are available
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13. Do you believe there is enough support for victims suffering with domestic abuse? More details

8%
® Yes 6 35%

® No 22 31%
® sometimes 19

® depending on circumstances 25 ‘

26%
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14. How can this support be improved for victims?

65

Responses

More details

Latest Responses
"Marginalised groups need ring fenced comissioning including those with dis..."
"Police being better trained, linking with third sector agencies that have expe... "

"More awareness for victims via online social media platforms. Commercials i... "

17 respondents (26%) answered support for this question.
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15. What more can the police and Crown Prosecution services do to help support women victims? More details

Latest Responses
63 "Better outcomes, greater understanding of coercive control,”
"Start with being more informed and less judgemental of women - need mor... "

Responses "Higher penalties for the instigators of domestic violence.”

15 respondents (24%) answered victims for this question.
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