DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Are current policing practices sufficient to safeguard vulnerable unborn babies and children, or is significant structural reform required following the national review?

The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel's findings, revealed ongoing systemic failures in infant protection, such as missed opportunities for early intervention and inadequate multi-agency collaboration and have drawn more attention to the protection of vulnerable unborn babies and children. These results raise important issues regarding whether the current methods of policing are enough or if more significant structural change is needed (UK.Gov, 2019) This subject is topical, socially relevant, and closely related to modern day policing practices, making it worthy of undergraduate research. The protection of vulnerable infants and unborn children has been the subject of significant concerns raised by national safeguarding studies, which have called into question the adequacy of current policing strategies. It is both professionally and academically pertinent to examine police competence in this area because safeguarding is a fundamental policing role under laws like the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004 (Children's Act, 2004) Furthermore, multiagency collaboration is crucial for this to become effective. That being said everyone must work together to provide care and assistance to those who are most vulnerable (Research in Practice, 2024) Multi agency work includes different services coming together to effectively complete ae same goal, this is crucial in child neglect cases (Safeguarding Wales, P11-P12, 2021)



THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources.
This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
In this research there will be discussions of if current practices are enough to protect vulnerable babies and unborn children. There will be research into case studies to see if enough is being done to protect these individuals and also how agencies can improve (NSPCC,2025) There will be research taken from multiple different sources, such as governments reports, police reports, books and 
online sources. This research will have a variety of different reliable sources in order to provide the best information. In order to determine if present policing methods are adequate to protect vulnerable unborn babies and children of whether structural restoration is necessary, this study will drawn from a variety of government reports and policy frameworks improper Citation V, 2026) Important statutory guidelines will be used to evaluate how police, health, and social care services are supposed to carry out their safeguarding duties. Furthermore, reports from the HM Inspectorate of Constabulary will provide light on the weaknesses and efficacy of the current methods of law enforcements and public services in safeguarding children who are at risk (NHS England, 2024)
Additionally, reports from the HM Inspectorate will shed light on the advantages and disadvantages of contemporary policing strategies, especially about risk assessment, information exchange, and early intervention. This research will use a mixed-methods approach, using both quantitative and qualitative research methological, in addition to secondary research. An anonymous survey will be used to get quantitative data on opinions about the efficacy of policing and safeguarding procedures. The purpose of using an anonymous format is to promote truthful and objective answers. Open-ended survey questions will also be used drawn from a range of qualitative insights by enabling respondents to share the opinions and experiences. Getting research from a range of sources ensures that the information is reliable and non biassed. There will be a survey sent out that will be anonymous, meaning participants will be more likely to share their experience. Due to the sensitivity of this topic it is essential that the survey is kept anonymous and no personal data or information is shared (Justice inspectorates, 2018)




SUMMARY OF RESEARCH-SURVEY METHOD:
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
This study will use both qualitative and quantitative research approaches to examine whether current policing practices are sufficient to safeguard vulnerable unborn babies and infants. It will focus on analysing secondary sources such as academic journals, national safeguarding revigw reports, legislation, and professional guidance from organisations 4zcluding the College of Policing and the National Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel.
Relevant statutory frameworks, including the Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004, will also be examined
(UK.Government, 1989)
Quantitative data from the Home Office, the Office for National Statistics and also Legislation. gov may be used to provide context and highlight trends in safeguarding and vulnerability. If primary research is conducted, an anonymous questionnaire of policing professionals may be used. Ethical considerations, including consent and confidentiality, will be prioritised throughout.




SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK:
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 
Because the subject is delicate, this study will concentrate on gathering opinions from the broader public rather than speaking with abuse victims directly. Adults 18 years of age and older would be eligible to participate in primary research, no specific training or prior experience with abuse would be necessary.
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