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The assignment will follow several clear themes in working towards an answer to the assignment research theme. The first part of the assignment will establish a baseline for a clear understanding of the law as it stands for Cannabis use in the UK (Home office, 2024). There will be a brief overview of the Classification of drugs in the UK (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). The focus of the misuse of drugs act and the classification of drugs will be Cannabis. 
According to the office of national statistics (2020) between 2020/21and 2022/23, the number of cannabis users grew by approximately 350,000, representing a 16% increase. This surge was primarily driven by individuals aged 25-29, who made up about 60% of the overall rise in users. While other age groups also saw increased usage, the jump amongst 25-29-year-olds was particularly pronounced and statistically significant. The increase was notably influenced by males, with 221,000 more men reporting cannabis use in the past year, compared to an increase of 131,000 women. Both increases were statistically significant (Black, 2020). Cannabis was reclassified and changed from being described as a Class B substance to a Class C substance before being reclassified as a Class B substance (Connolly, 2009).  The establishment of clear understanding of the Law regarding the guidelines and any change in the law are paramount to the research topic. 
Any mention of a change in legislation leads to heated debate. The cost of policing illegal cannabis use, supply and production is a huge drain on the police budget. The headline grabbing ONE MILLION HOURS of police time are used annually will be examined and broken down for outcomes (Stone, 2017). 
The argument for changing the law regarding legalizing cannabis use along with the decriminalisation of cannabis use is a long standing one. A central theme of the assignment will look at the very complicated and often highly emotive issues that form arguments for and against the legalising of cannabis. The assignment will develop an understanding of both sides of the debate.  
The main arguments for the legalisation of cannabis are 
Yes
· Cannabis is not harmful
· Better use of police resources
· Less harmful than tobacco
· Cannabis can have a lot of medicinal benefits
· Cannabis should be legalised and taxed in the same way as tobacco. Taxing revenues would be huge and could be used to pay for the policing of cannabis related issues.
· Cannabis should be legalised but there should be an age restriction about the use and supply 

NO
· Cannabis is a gateway drug that leads to the misuse of other drugs
· Cannabis is not healthy
· Danger to individuals from an increase in mental health issues
· Consequences of using cannabis, drug driving.

The oversimplification of the consequences of any change in legislation will leave the policing of cannabis use with a different set of problems.  Cannabis use is changing. The reclassification of cannabis from a class C drug, back to a class B drug classification is an example of how the chemical makeup of cannabis can change and have serious on the mental health of the consumers and the police intervention of cannabis psychosis on individuals (Office for Health Improvement & Disparities, 2024). 
The assignment will have a brief look at the development of the super strength cannabis strains and the effect on the consumers and the long-term consumption along with the development of medical uses of the medicinal cannabis. According to Mackinnon (2023) over 1.8 million people in the UK are using unlawful fully sourced cannabis to manage their personal diagnosed debilitation. Chief medical officer, Professor Dame Sally Davies says, 
“Conclusive evidence, of the therapeutic benefit of cannabis medicinal products, for certain medical conditions.”  (Rough and Barber, 2021).

The current legislation and policing of the illegal cannabis trade hit the headlines in 2023 with a much-publicised crackdown on the production and supply of cannabis in England and Wales (Home office, 2023). The amounts of money involved along with criminal gang activity on a national scale were arguably only the tip of the iceberg, verified by a most recent report from the National Crime Agency (2024). The assignment will seek to examine the scope of the illegal cannabis production, and the criminal activity involved.  
The legalising of cannabis use in the UK would result in an opportunity to create vast amounts of taxable revenue. Referring to Mackinnon (2023) If 1.8 million people started obtaining cannabis legally, crime rates could drop, and the medicinal cannabis industry would gain more funding. This increased funding would likely boost clinical trials and research into the effectiveness, quality, cost-efficiency, and safety of cannabis-based treatments. The opportunity for the criminal exploitation of a change in legislation to legalise the use of cannabis will present a different set of challenges for policing in the UK (College of policing, 2022). 
Criminal gangs are becoming incredibly sophisticated in the way they exploit loopholes in the legal system. Money laundering and the intelligence gathering by police forces around the UK to counter the criminal exploitation in the 21st century will require a huge investment in equipment, manpower and skills needed to combat drug gangs. The assignment will consider some of the advances in AI and where it could be utilised in policing the CANNABIS INDUSTRY. 
The continued development of vaporisation to consume cannabis and derivatives of cannabis is going to be a very serious issue for police forces across the UK. The assignment will seek to highlight some of the problems and major issues that policing the illegal vape industry springing up.
The assignment will examine how a change in the law to legalise and decriminalise the use of cannabis could lead to a much-improved perception of the police force and policing in areas of the UK where there is a low level of trust and goodwill towards the police. Particularly when it comes to policing powers of stop and search. Under section 23(2) of the Miss use of drugs act (MDA) whereby a constable is authorised to search an individual suspected of possessing a controlled substance and may detain them to carry out the search. Additionally, they can inspect any vehicle or vessel believed to contain the drug and can instruct the individual in charge of the vehicle or vessel to halt it for this purpose (College of policing, 2022). This act was exploited by police officers through which carried out the stop and search act on British world championship medallist Bianca Williams and Portugal Olympic sprinter Ricardo Dos Santos, whilst their baby was in the car. The stop was due to officers claiming they could smell marijuana. The act performed by the officers was found to have amounted to misconduct and the athletes claimed they were racially targeted (Warren and Campbell, 2023).  The perception of a disproportionate number of people using cannabis getting stopped by the police would alter dramatically.
The assignment will include a survey, gathering the opinions of professionals involved in dealing with the effects of cannabis use. 
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