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[bookmark: _GoBack]My background of Welsh is quite limited. Welsh is not my first language so I do not practice this on a regular basis. I learnt Welsh through primary and secondary school and achieved a grade B within GCSE level. After achieving this qualification, I did not practice my Welsh skills, or attempt to take Welsh any further. I attended all Welsh top up lectures within the university as evidenced within the portfolio with the notes made. Within preparation to go into school I was practicing my pronunciation and memorisation of the Welsh vocabulary as I felt that I would use this the most. Within these sessions I learnt about the alphabet in Welsh compared to the English, the pronunciation of each letter, as well as mutations of these letters within the words in an increased depth. I also recapped things that I already new through these sessions, such as my name, age, how I am feeling, where I live, family and also how to ask the questions that accompany these answers. Through these sessions I then built on questions and answers such as Pwy ydych chi? As through the sessions I was taught about the difference of formal language in Welsh compared to the informal, an example is, instead of the informal questioning pwy ydych chi? Formally this would become, beth ydy’ch enw chi? This informed me how to speak to professionals within the workplace and use Welsh not just at a childs level, but also how to use well in a professional formal manner within the workplace. From this I am able to have a short conversation, to greet an adult and explain about myself, including who I am, my age, where I live, what I work as and where I work. Additionally, to this formal and informal chat, I also expanded my knowledge on the nouns that are used within a school environment, such as torri (scissors) or gludo (glue). When I used this within the classroom, I included connectives such as ac (and) and ond (but). After learning this I then focussed on prepositions as I had to know how to tell the children how to put the scissors on the table for example. I learnt the prepositions of yn, ar, dan, wrth, tu ôl, o flaen ac rhwng (in, on, under, next/by, behind, in front and between). Additionally, I also signed up to the app Duolingo, this is an app where I improved my Welsh sentences and vocabulary on a regular basis. I also used Ap Geiriaduron, this is a type of dictionary app to find the translation of a word that I didn’t know in Welsh. This improved my own personal ability as I was able to remember the Welsh as I had to look it up.
 Within placement I used simple greetings such as Shwmai, bore da, prynhawn da and hwyl fawr (hello, good morning, good afternoon and goodbye). I also used commands such as cerdded, gwrando, eistedd and edrych (walk, listen, sit and look). Additionally, I used Welsh when the children in the mornings when I was taking the register to ask the children what they were having for food, cinio or brechdanau (dinner or pack lunch). This is informing the children of vocabulary and reinforcing the use of Welsh. I also had the children to answer the register in Welsh by saying “yma” (here), creating a daily routine with the use of Welsh. After the register was taken, I then chose a helpwr heddiw out of the pupils in the class. By using these little bits of Welsh this expanded the childrens understanding and pronunciation of Welsh themselves. Additionally, to prompt the children, I also talked to the children about the weather in Welsh and included the question (what is the weather like?), Sut mae’r tywydd heddiw? This prompted the children to answer the question with a sentence starter such as (it is…) mae hi’n…, helping the children to begin using sentence patterns. I ensured that Welsh was integrated into other subject areas as I used counting within my maths lessons for example with money, this was completed bilingually as the children counted in English and then Welsh. Within lessons that I planned I also asked the children what specific items were In Welsh to reinforce the use of the language. Within my placement I didn’t have many comments on my Welsh cooperation as I was using simple phrases already within my teaching, but a comment that I did receive was to use more incidental Welsh around the classroom.
 My individual Welsh lesson was successful as the children achieved the outcome that I intended through my objectives for the lesson. All children participated and understood the tasks at hand (evidenced within the folder) and became involved within the task further by suggesting items that are associated with the colour within the game that we played. An example of this was a child when I showed the children coch (red), all of the children replied “coch”. With one of the children they also suggested “afal coch” (red apple) which showed a further understanding and a link between topic areas. From this I then introduced other fruits and items of clothing that matched with the colours I was suggesting, for example “esgidiau du” (black shoes). From this it was clear that the children understood and had exceeded my expectations within my teaching of a topic. 
 Within my time in the classroom I also used Welsh to mark work (which is also evidenced within the portfolio) from reading to writing, I used this marking to praise the children in Welsh to give them a sense of using Welsh in this manner is normal, but also to help them understand the relevance of using Welsh. Through my PTE I improved the childrens Welsh in simplistic terms, as the children could have a brief conversation with myself quite fluently, also understand and answer questions using vocabulary and connectives to create sentences. 
Curriculum Cymreig is included within the current foundation framework and is also residing within the new curriculum for Wales in 2022. This is implemented so that the children are aware of their Welsh heritage and gain a sense of belonging to Wales, through the language, art and literature. Within my PTE I attended a trip with my class to Cardiff castle, this informed the children of their heritage, Wales and its history. Within the Qualified Teacher status, it suggests that there should be a commitment to incremental development of personal skills using the Welsh language. To achieve this, I feel as though I need to prioritise Welsh within all lessons and focus not only on the Welsh language, but the Welsh heritage too.
