


The first attending officer has a massive responsibility when attending a crime scene, they have to make sure that they’re focused at all times because if they’re not it can lead to cross contamination which will mess up evidence for the offender to get arrested (college of policing 2020). When the first attending officer is dealing with a situation, they have to make sure they have order in place to make sure that they can keep all the evidence at the crime scene intact so when the forensics team show up they can get straight to work gathering the evidence with no problems in their way (college of policing 2015).

Golden hour is crucial because evidence after an hour can be contaminated or even disappear so the first hour after the offence is committed is crucial to having evidence that you can use in court to prosecute someone for the crime that they have committed. When the first attending officer is going to the scene they will have considerations in mind to make sure that they are in control of the situation they’re dealing with , they will make sure that they identify the victims and support them this is crucial to do because the number one oath is to preserve life so when they attend the crime they got to make sure that they preserve life straight away if they have to(college of policing 2013). They also identify the scene because they can corner off the area of the crime to make sure that no one is coming in and out of the crime scene cross contaminating the evidence. This is needed in most crime scenes because the evidence in that crime scene could be crucial in convicting someone for the crime that they have committed , so if the police officer doesn’t identify the scene correctly and lets people roam around places which could be used for evidence this would contaminate the original DNA and evidence there making it hard for the forensics team to identify who’s evidence it is(college of policing 2013).Scene control is also important when you’re the first attending officer because you can log people coming in and out of the scene with a pocket notebook. This is important to do because you will have control over the situation and have every detail written down in your pocket notebook on who’s come in and out of the scene which keeps order in place and stops contamination from happening on the evidence which makes it easier for the FAO to control the scene ready for the forensics people to gather the evidence needed (Prospects 2022, Merseyside police 2020).

Initial assessment is also very important for contamination of evidence because the first attending officer would consider the health and safety risks this is important to stop cross contamination from happening because if there is risks in the crime scene that could harm the officer this could lead to cross contamination because if they cut themselves on glass or a sharp object that will mess up the evidence in the scene which could make it harder to find out what happened in the crime scene later on(Forensic science regulator 2015). Initial assessment is also important to stop cross contamination by wearing ppe equipment this is important for the first attending police officer because they haven’t been given much information on the scene, they’re steeping into so by the officer wearing the ppe equipment this makes it much safer for them to attend the scene safely and prevent injuries to them self which could lead to contaminated evidence. The gloves the first attending officer wears helps prevent contamination on evidence because it keeps them for having blood contamination on their body which could lead to HIV and stops the officer from putting their DNA all over the crime scene making the evidence contaminated (West Yorkshire Police 2020).

 Initial Assessment also can stop contamination of evidence by the FAO making control room and officer aware of the situation they they’re getting in to. This would stop contamination because the officer had made control room and other officers aware of the situation keeping them up to date on what to do when they arrive at the scene to stop contamination of evidence and to keep the other officers safe. This would make it where the other officers won’t go into the situation blindly not knowing what is going on which could’ve led to them contaminating evidence. Instead with the officers knowing a lot of details on what situation they’re dealing with, this would make it easier for the other officers to approach the scene in the manner that they think is acceptable to deal with the scene and keep all the evidence at the scene untouched (college of policing 2013). Moreover, the First attending officer would ask for assistance at the scene if its hard to control and to keep the evidence intact an example of this was in Swansea on the streets of Mayhill area cars was on fire and cars was rolling down a steep hill which could’ve injured people, the FAO at the scene wouldn’t have control over that situation because they’re there to preserve life so the will be knocking everybody’s door and either evacuate them out of the building because of a risk of a fire or tell them to stay indoors for their own health and being. The polices job is not to get rid of the fires on the cars that are burning down so they would ask for assistance off emergency services to support the FAO to make sure they stay safe and that the fire service can deal with the fires. In this situation it would be hard for the police officer to not cross contaminate the evidence because the fires was right next to peoples houses so the people that had to evacuate would be contaminating the evidence. In this situation the Police corned off the area and put out social media posts to tell people to stay indoors (Uk news 2021). 

Finally scene control is important when dealing with a scene because if you have corned off the area from the public and made sure that no one without authorisation can come into the scene, This will make the FAO easier when getting details off witnesses because the FAO has control over the scene so they have made it from a chaos environment into a calm one so when they’re interviewing witnesses they won’t feel at ease because they can have a clear mind when telling the FAO what happened at the scene because it isn’t chaos going on around them. This will stop contamination from happening on evidence because you have made the scene a controlled environment so the witnesses won’t be at ease and get angry and stressed , This would also stop contamination from happing because they witnesses will listen to instructions that they FAO gives them because they’re in a controlled environment which would make most witnesses feel safe(college of policing 2015).

Scene hazards are something that the first attending officers has to be aware of because if they’re not it can lead to contamination on the evidence. The FAO could deal with a agitated victim in the situation they would need to keep the victim calm because if the situation got out of hand the crime scene could get contaminated because the victim could lose control and start tampering and stepping all over crucial evidence needed to prosecute the criminal (HMIC 2015). Also, weapons are a scene hazard that the FAO has to be aware of they would do this by wearing all their PPE gear to make sure when they’re going into that hazardous scene they’re prepared and also got the right gear on to deal with the weapon(Gov.uk 2021).The FAO would wear gloves when dealing with weapons because it can be a health risk to the FAO because there could be blood on the weapons which if the FAO gets on their skin or in a cut it could lead to major health problems in the future like HIV(Home office 2017). They would also wear gloves when dealing with weapons at a scene to make sure that they don’t get their DNA on the weapon this is crucial for the evidence to convict the criminal because by the FAO wearing gloves when dealing with the weapon this protects the FAO from diseases and injuries which would’ve contaminated the evidence if they didn’t have PPE on (Police .uk 2016).

 In conclusion all these methods are crucial when keeping evidence intact and will help any FAO deal with scenes that have risks to the FAO and civilians as well. golden hour is to make sure you gather all the evidence needed in that first hour. Risk assessment is a method to make sure that it’s safe to enter that scene to keep the evidence intact from contamination. Finally, scene control has a massive impact on evidence because if you have a controlled environment, it makes it easy for the FAO to deal with the challenged ahead (College of Policing 2017).
















Police officers need to know about the basics of forensics when they attend a crime scene, they need to know about how to bag evidence that is needed to convict the suspect, also the police officers need to know about the legalisations and acts to make sure that they’re doing everything under the act correctly because if they don’t this can lead to mistakes being made which can lead to evidence being contaminated. Also police officer need to know about toxicology which includes roadside breath tests , blood , urine and tissue tests to see why the incident has happened and to see if it’s a medical or drugs incident that made the crime scene happing in the first place(Gov 2021).



Seizure and packaging is important for police officers to do when attending a crime scene because they have to make suer they get all the evidence that they can in the golden hour to make sure they have enough evidence to prosecute the criminal, Police officer use different packing techniques this is because some packing techniques are not for the evidence that they have found which could lead to loss of evidence or contamination of evidence making it invalid to use( Home office 2016). 

One of the bagging techniques they use are called paper fold they use these a crime scene to bagged evidence that are small and fragile this would include dry materials like powder. They only use dry materials in paper folds because its paper so if they had wet materials in the paper folds it would seep through the paper and evidence and would get contaminated and the evidence could also go missing from putting wet materials in the aper fold an example of this is putting a knife in paper folds you wouldn’t do this because the knife could have blood on it and that blood needs to be untouched so they can use that blood as evidence when convicting the criminal so if they put it in a paper fold it would sink through the fold and go everywhere which would contaminate that evidence so quickly which would make it invalid to use for evidence(Home office 2020).Another bagging technique they would use is polythene bag they use this to bag evidence that is needed for evidence. The type of things that you bag with a polythene bag is mobile phones they would need mobile phones for evidence because they could have some crucial evidence on there that could reveal key events of the crime scene that the police officers couldn’t figure out. Polythene bags are good for products like mobile phone because they keep all the evidence sealed tightly, they’re more complex to seal this is because they’re very secure bags that are needed for the evidence that could make or break a crime scene case, so they make sure that that the evidence is extra secure to avoid contamination or evidence going missing (Home office 2020). The police have disciplinary acts in place this is because if an police officers keep making the same mistakes when bagging evidence the sergeant has to come up with if he wants to give the police officer a disciplinary. In most cases this goes through a misconduct hearing where the officer ahs to give a stamen and explanation on their conduct and say why they have kept making the same mistake on crucial evidence if the public is not convinced that he conducts that they’re getting convicted for is genuine they would get a disciplinary which could be getting fired or a suspension (Metropolitan Police 2022). 

Finally, another packing technique that the police use are boxes they would use these for large items because most of the packing that the police use are for smaller items and if there is evidence that need to be stored that is a large they would put it in a box. How they would do this would be by putting the large evidence into the box and seal it with tape or cable ties to keep it secured they also have to make sure that they put the officer number badge number down and a officer’s signature to make sure that people know that they found the evidence on sight at the crime scene. The police officers also can get smaller boxes and put the evidence in the box and seal it and put in into a polythene bag to keep it extra secure, so no evidence goes missing or contaminated (Forensic science 2020). All this comes under the police and criminal act 1984 where police officers in England and Wales can combat crime and provide codes of practice for the exercises of those powers. An example of this is under part V of questioning and treatment of person by police they’re allowed to take samples off the person to see whey the crime scene occurred this is because the Police officers can get a better understanding on what went on at the crime scene to use for evidence in court (Home Office 2020). They can use swabs that they can put into a polythene bags so they can be taken to labs to see if they was on drugs when they committed the crime the police officers have the power to do this because it comes under the police and criminal evidence act 1984 which states they’re allowed to do this under the circumstance of a crime scene when they need to gather all the evidence that they can( Home Office 2010).


Toxicology is used all the time when Police officer attend a crime scene this is because they have to use different methods such as roadside breath tests to see why that crime has gone on and if drugs or medical issues are the reasons why they committed the crime in the first place (Gov 2017). The types of tests that Police officers would do in a instance of a crime are urine tests, roadside breath tests and blood tests. They would do all these tests because this would give them a better understanding on what has happened in that crime which they could use for evidence in court to convict the criminal (Gov 2015). Firstly, if it was a RTA and the police officers was attending the incident and the driver that crashed into the other car is ok they would perform a roadside breath test, the police officers would do this to see if the driver was under the influence of drugs or alcohol when driving the vehicle. By the police officers doing this test they can get an outcome of the situation, and this will give them more information on what has happened in this RTA which they can use for evidence in court at a later date (Gov 2021). 

The police officers are allowed to do this because it come under the Road traffic act 1988 where they can do breath test on anyone at any time if the officer has reason to think that the driver has been under the influence of drinking or drugs, if they think that the driver has committed a traffic offence or if they have been involved in a RTA. If the person refuses to do a breath test, they will be arrested and taken to the station to do one there (Gov). The police officers at the RTA would gather all the evidence needed from the person to see if they’re guilty or not. This would come under the criminal procedure and investigations act 1996 which states an investigation would be conducted by police officers where they will come to a conclusion to say if a person is guilty or not off the evidence gathered for that crime (College of policing 2022).	In the RTA they would use the toxicology method to conduct tests on the person to see if they have been influenced from anything like alcohol or drugs. If the person has taken drugs or alcohol, they can gather that evidence and use it under the criminal procedure and investigation act 1996 to say that they’re guilty of the offence (Gov 2020). The police officers can also uses the regulation of investigatory powers act 2000 which states that they can use covert surveillance by public bodies to get evidence on someone that they think has committed the crime (Gov.uk 2022). The police officers can intercept private call and messages on the person that they think is guilty to try and gather more evidence on the person to convict them of the crime. They do this because on times when the police officers arrive at a crime scene they dint have enough evidence to convict the suspect so they will uses powers under the regulation of investigatory powers act 2000 to get more evidence needed to convict the suspect (Gov 2020).

In conclusion its important to have a good understanding on the basics of forensics when arriving at a scene because it stops problems from occurring at the crime scene and evidence getting lost or contaminated. It’s also important to know the legalisations because the police officers know their powers when arriving at a crime scene (Home office 2020).
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