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Enhancing children’s language development through storytelling.
University of Kansas (2017) states that there is strong evidence to suggest that language acquisition begins in the utero as babies can hear, distinguish between sounds and are able to recognise intonation, rhythm, and patterns in the womb. Book Trust (2024) implies that reading during pregnancy enables babies to retain repetitive words which enhances their concentration and focus. Neaum (2012) highlights that storytelling develops and expands children’s linguistic skills. According to Auger et al. (2014) research has shown that children who are read to from an early age demonstrate richer language skills in comparison to children who were not read to or those who start reading later in life. 
This paper will discuss how three aspects of storytelling can promote children’s oracy, writing and reading. These three aspects are: props, rhyme, and repetition. This paper will include links to the recordings and relevant theorists.

Props and puppets 

According to Azadbakht (2019) props are implements that should only be used when they are closely related to the topic. Similarly, Medlicott (2019) believes that storytellers can be too enthusiastic when using props. For example, overusing the amount props, thus, causing the listeners to feel overwhelmed and causing confusion and distraction for both the storyteller and the listeners. Giannikas (2023) states that using puppetry to help children develop their speaking abilities might be difficult as they can be easily distracted which makes it difficult for them to contribute to activities.
However, Mujahidah et.al. (2021) states that storytelling with props and puppets has a positive impact on children’s language. According to Mujahidah et.al. (2021) there is clear evidence to indicate that storytelling with props and puppets enables children to speak more fluently, gives them confidence, enhances their listening skills, fosters early literacy, and enhances children's vocabulary and word recognition while also helping them to strengthen their oral language abilities. Moreover, children proved to be more eager to retell the story with the use of props.
Giannikas (2023) highlights that Piaget thought that props and puppets encourage children to engage their imagination which helps them develop cognitive and creative skills as children can understand the roles, regulations, circumstances, and resolutions. Furthermore, children may explore and enjoy learning language in this environment (Giannikas, 2023). 

Yonzon et.al. (2023) state that storytelling with props and puppets encourages children’s engagement and helps them develop oracy. Coram Beanstalk (2018) highlights that giving children props to play with can enable them to express their ideas and have conversations about the props. Thus, helping them learn how to utilise language and literacy. Westlund et al. (2017) states that it is the role of the storyteller to make a story enjoyable and memorable for children by performing and using a suitable tone of voice, facial expressions, and gestures. On the other hand, Coram Beanstalk (2018) states that children using eye-catching props during storytelling can dramatically enhance the experience and promote a positive relationship with books and stories. Furthermore, props can help capture children’s attention when reading stories and can better their understanding (Coram Beanstalk, 2018). 
According to Grayzel (2019) providing props during storytelling enables children to engage in memorable and immersive language learning. According to Barton (2013) a study demonstrated that children who used props understood the story better than the group of children who did not use props. Sirigatti (2013) believes that stories come to life with the use of props, giving children a meaningful and enjoyable learning experience throughout the telling of the story. Puppets can show emotions such as laughing and crying. Thus, enhancing children’s imagination and literacy skills (Sirigatti, 2013). 
Research studies have shown that puppets help enhance and expand classroom conversations, improves communication by fostering a comfortable environment, and promotes communication between children and teachers (Giannikas, 2023). Early Years Careers (2017) suggests that children can choose a prop to use during the story, or they could hold the props with the storyteller. This enables an enjoyable experience which can help children develop their vocabulary and become involved in the story (Early Years Careers, 2017). This technique was used in the recording of the story ‘Room on the Broom’ where the children placed the characters onto the broom to involve the children and to capture their attention. Giannikas (2023) suggests that stories can be performed with puppets to enhance children’s fluency and storytelling abilities. 
Toddler Tales (2017) implies that using props such as a toy or puppet helps children develop their descriptive language, reading skills and widens their vocabulary. According to Lewis (2019) for a child to establish new vocabulary, it is critical that they view reading as a fun activity. Therefore, it is beneficial to incorporate props during storytelling as it is enjoyable for children. 








Rhymes 

[bookmark: _Hlk160273975]‘Room on the Broom’ which was read in one of the recordings is based on rhyme, repetition, and rhythm (Book Trust, 2024).  Literary Devices (2020) states that rhymes are a sequence of words ending in the same sound, that creates the narrative rhythm. Crystal (1998) strongly believed that rhymes appeal to many senses such as visual and touch and that rhyme is a “vocal-visual choreography”, referring to the teaching of nursery rhymes involving movement and signing. Furthermore, Crystal (1998) believed that early exposure to nursery rhymes enables children to advance their literacy later in life and helps them develop pronouncing skills through language play. The National Literacy Trust (2023) states that nursery rhymes and songs is an effective way to help young children learn a language as it promotes dialogue and serves as a crucial introduction to new words. 
However, The Mail (2018), Lee (2017) and Burton-Hill (2015) state that nursery rhymes are pointless for children as they are not politically correct and no benefit to education. The Mail (2018) states that nursery rhymes such as ‘Ba ba black sheep’ entails offensive terms and expressions and therefore, many nurseries choose a distinct colour such as ‘rainbow sheep’ to convey a sense of cultural diversity. In addition, they state that nursery rhymes are old-fashioned and obsolete. Furthermore, nursery rhymes are absurd such as ‘Eeny, Meeny, Miny, Moe’ and some have dark meanings behind them such as ‘Ring Around the Rosie’ which is a nursery rhyme about the Bubonic plague (The Mail, 2018).
In contrast, Pourkalhor and Tavakoli (2017) imply that popular nursery rhymes are a fun way to help children make sense of a story as it enhances their sense of perception. Dyke (2019) highlights that Froebel belived that singing rhymes is educational for children and is a way to express maternal love and care as he believed that singing songs and rhymes helps to build positive relationships with children. Research demonstrated that when early years practitoners sang songs and rhymes to babies, the babies communication increased through eye contact and they had a better understanding of the songs (Powell et al., 2013). Furthermore, the babies showed greater engagement and happy sentiments was shared. 
Harper (2011) argued that children can learn to recognise the sound patterns found in language through rhyme, which helps to build their early language and linguistic skills. Neaum (2012) states that a child's engagement with rhyme, song, music, and poetry is crucial to their understanding of the prosodic (intonation and rhythm in an individual’s voice) structure of speech. Furthermore, speech has a prosodic structure that allows a person to employ language in subtle and effective ways. Thus, children must learn this through linguistic engagement and interaction. Therefore, rhyme, song, music, and poetry permit children to investigate these facets of interaction (Neaum, 2012). 


Read et al. (2014) states that rhymes expand children’s vocabulary and sparks their memory. Furthermore, children are more likely to retain precise wording and can anticipate words in the rhyme (Read et al., 2014). Book Trust (2018) states that repetition, language, rhythm, and sounds assist children in making predictions about what will happen next. This can facilitate learning to read by making the rhyme's words easier to recall and by emphasising each sound separately. Read et al. (2014) highlights that a study demonstrated that a storybook with rhyme was far more successful in helping children retain words than a story not containing rhyme. The children's ability to predict what words would appear next was the result of the rhymed story helping them learn and retain the words. 
[bookmark: _Hlk160274474]Wang (2015) claims that teaching children rhymes improves their phonological awareness, which is the capacity to recognise the rhythm and sounds of words.  Thus, Ahrndt (2023) states that rhyme creates the basis for proficient phonemic awareness skills which is essential for the development of literacy, including reading and spelling. Harper (2011) states that children who are often exposed to rhyme are more likely to acquire casual but beneficial reading skills in the future. 



















Repetition 
Sari et al. (2017) characterises repetition as a "persuasive strategy" that can inspire children to learn new words by stimulating their imaginations. Reading new words aloud to children repeatedly helps them become accustomed to them which can improve their literacy abilities. Similarly, Kuppen (2018) indicates that children's reading skills are improved by narrative repetition, and that listening to stories helps children learn both the meaning of the words and how to read.
However, Lipman (1999) states that repeating the same words can be tedious or confusing. Furthermore, some parents find reading the same storybook repeatedly to their child is tiring. In contrast, First Five Years (2019) states that children find reading the same story repeatedly is fun as they become familiar with the characters and the words. Therefore, Repetition, rhyme, and rhythm are crucial to language development (First Five Years, 2019).
BBC (2024) states that children love repetitive stories and knowing what will happen next offers them a sense of security and enables them to engage with the story on a deeper level. Additionally, children's language development is aided when they feel content knowing what will happen in the story. Furthermore, BBC (2024) highlights that a study found that children's memory of new language was found to be significantly better when they were read the same narrative again than when they were read a variety of different stories. Moreover, BBC (2024) states that by use of repetition, children start to comprehend the world around them as it will not be arbitrary to them anymore. Jones et al. (2019) outlines that Montessori believed that repetition sharpens children’s senses, fosters their independence, promotes their focus, and helps them builds self-confidence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk160306903]Smidt (2013) believes that the more times a child observes, undertakes, or repeats something, the more robust the brain's neuronal circuit becomes, enabling the child to retain information. Evidence Based Teachers Network (2017) states that through repetition, brain cells build connections with novel which is presented in a repetitive pattern. Horst (2013) states that a child can think about a word more deeply and in various ways each time they hear it as they have the chance to store pertinent information about the words which helps them comprehend their meaning and know when to utilise them. 
Penguin (2024) states that children can learn that words are made up of distinct letters by pointing to the words as the reader reads. As a result, the repetition of words will eventually be recognised by children which will help them to learn how to read and write. This was demonstrated in the recording of the story ‘We’re going on an egg hunt’ to show the children that the words in the book have meaning to them (Penguin, 2024). 



Baldwin (2015) states that Steiner understood the value of repetition in learning. He believed that children process stories in their subconscious minds when they hear them and go to bed that night. Thus, they will have a stronger understanding of the material when they read the story again (Baldwin, 2015). Follett (2019) states that when adults tell stories, they set an example of effective communication, expand a child's vocabulary, and aid in their language development. 
Arnerich (2018) highlights that repetition is beneficial for children who are learning English as a second language as frequent repetition aids in strengthening children's vocabulary. According to (Communication Trust, 2012) children can learn new words in an enjoyable way by utilising all their senses when rhymes incorporate repetition. Tovey (2017) states that combining rhyme and repetition with storytelling is a fun and engaging activity for children. Saxton (2012) implies that children’s language development is impacted by how well they can imitate others and the more adept they are at imitating, the better they are as early speakers. 
To conclude, it is evident that children's language and literacy development is greatly impacted by storytelling. Props can enhance children’s focus and enables them to recall words used in a narrative. Furthermore, props will help engage children to participate and can emphasise the importance of comprehending a story. Moreover, rhyme enables children to identify the sound patterns in language, which supports the development of their early language and linguistic skills. The repetition of words from a novel enables children’s brain cells to form connections which will help children memorise the words. Finally, all these methods of storytelling are enjoyable for children and helps them reach their full potential in language and literacy. 
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