



Antoninus Pius: A Good Emperor?
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To conclude, Antoninus Pius can be seen both positively and negatively as an emperor of Rome. He did many things during his life and reign that can allow us to make this assumption.
	He was very good at making relationships with other states and provinces which suggests he was trustworthy as well as a strong leader. This can be deduced because he would have taken into account their welfare as well as being a fair leader.
	Although, Pius can also be seen in a negative light because of how he did not have any military influence during his reign. Despite this being seen as a good thing because he did not want any wars to happen it can also be seen as a major hinderance in terms as a leader. Leaders are supposed to have a good relationship with their legions and show them support. This is something that Pius did not seem to do or get a good grasp of. He, therefore, can be seen from this viewpoint as both being a good and bad emperor of Rome.
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Political Interactions:
Antoninus was granted the name ‘Pius’ when he forced an unwilling senate to declare Hadrian as divine. This could present Pius in both a positive and negative light. Positively, because he followed his previous Emperors wishes by granting divinity which showed loyalty, but he went against what the senate though to be right.
	Pius adopted Marcus Aurelius as his heir in 140 CE when they were both consuls. Aurelius described him as the “model emperor: kind, diligent, polite to subordinates, unwilling to decide in haste, and always looking to the good of the community ahead of anything else” (Potter, 2009, p.120). Although this statement would have been filled with bias due to the close relationship that can be assumed between Marcus Aurelius and Antoninus Pius, it portrays Pius as a very good emperor who can be looked up to and used as an aspiration to future generations.
	Pius was described as being subjected to play a credible but not prominent place in Roman politics, he was heavily trained in domestic duties. He had good character and inherited lots of property from his mother’s side of the family.


Figure 4: The Roman Empire
During Antoninus Pius’
Reign
(Source:
 https://en.wikipedia.org
/wiki/Antoninus_Pius#/media
/File:Roman_Empire_in_150
_AD.png
Coinage:
Ancient Coins are important today, but especially in the ancient world. This was how public affairs were announced. “Victories, treaties, social and economic” importance’s were published on coinage, as well as what the future was to hold (Toynbee, 1925, p 170). In essence, coins portrayed the present while foreshadowing the future and what it had to hold.
	The Emperor Antoninus Pius differed from Hadrian, whom he succeeded, which can be established through his ways in coinage. He did not show such a love for the Greek ways as his philhellenic predecessor Hadrian did, but instead kept his affection with Rome and Italy. He predominantly exhibits the scenes of very Romanised events on coins such as “Horatius swimming in the Tiber” alongside “three roman soldiers” (Toynbee, 1925, p 170). This suggests he wants the Roman to be represented in his coins rather than the Hellenistic approach which considerably dominated for many years.
	Aeneas is portrayed also on coins, this dates back to the very beginning in terms of Rome, as legend has it that Romulus and Remus descended from Aeneas, linking the Romans back to divinity as Aeneas was Aphrodite’s child. These coins are thought to be a celebration of Rome and that they mark the anniversary of the foundation. This solidifies that Antoninus Pius wanted to show odd Rome for all that it was.


Figure 1 and 2: The Obverse and
Reverse of Antoninus Pius Coin
(Source: http://numismatics.
org/ocre/results?q=deity_facet:%
22Aeneas%22)
Early Life:
Antoninus was born on the 19th September 86CE, near Lanvium at a rural country house. According to Capitolinus, he was named Titus Aurelius Fulvus Boionius Antoninus, Fulvus is thought to be his correct name as seen in inscriptions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	He came from a good family, which had at least three generations who had provincial influence. Compared to Spanish Trajan, he made what Bryant describes as “friendships” with other provinces, suggesting that Antoninus Pius was a good Emperor because he created relationships with provinces and as a result would have gained lots of respect and trust from citizens and those who had Italian rights. He is said to have regarded Lorium as his home, where he spent the first years of his life. He was educated by his grandfathers who had previous knowledge and experience with the provincial government and held offices.
	

Antonius Pius Reigned from 138 CE until his death in 161 CE
Later Life:
Antoninus was reported to have gone back to his ancestral estate in Lorium two days before his death. He developed a fever shortly after this and the imperial council were summoned. He was said to have turned over as if going to sleep and passed away. He held the record for the second longest reign for 168 years until it was surpassed by Constantine the Great in 329 CE.

 

Battles:
Pius is said to have had no real influence or action on the Roman Military during his reign. He did not command any military forces and is said to have not been within “five hundred miles of a legion” (Wilkes, 1985).
Figure 3: The Bust of Antoninus Pius
(Source:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoninus_Pius#/media/File:Antoninus_Pius_Glyptothek_Munich_337_Detail.jpg)
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