Criticality in Writing

Activity 1: Examine Paragraph 1 and 2 and decide which one is descriptive and which one is critical? Explain why? 

Paragraph A: Côté and Morgan (2002) claim that there is a strong link between emotion regulation and job satisfaction and intention to quit (Côté and Morgan 2002, cited in Robinson 2011, p.7). The findings showed that workers exaggerate positive emotions more than they hide negative feelings. Côté and Morgan (2002) also found that suppressing negative emotions leads to less job satisfaction and that amplifying positive emotions leads to better social interaction at work and therefore more job satisfaction (p.8).

Paragraph B: There does seem to be a link between personality and job satisfaction. Côté and Morgan (2002) demonstrate that there is a strong link between how emotions are regulated at work and job satisfaction. Workers exaggerate positive emotions more than they hide negative feelings (Côté & Morgan, 2002, p.5) . In addition, suppressing negative emotions leads to less job satisfaction and amplifying positive emotions leads to better social interaction at work and therefore more job satisfaction (Côté & Morgan, 2002, p.7; Edwards, 2008, p.9). Côté & Morgan (2002) suggests that if someone can channel negative feelings to use them in a constructive way at work in order to find a solution to the problem, they will probably have higher job satisfaction than someone who hides negative emotions without trying to resolve them. This could imply that even pretending to be positive and happy in the workplace, could lead to actual happiness and positivity, and therefore, greater motivation and performance in the workplace.












Activity 2: Look at the table below.  Complete the table with the missing statements:


	Descriptive writing
	Critical writing

	States what happened
	Identifies the significance of what happened

	1. 
	2. 

	Gives the story so far
	Analyses how the story so far impacts on the current state

	Says how to do something
	Analyses why things are done a certain way

	Explains what a theory says
	Shows why a theory is relevant

	Explains how something works
	Indicates why something will work (best)

	Notes the method used
	Identifies whether a method was suitable or appropriate

	Says when something occurred
	Identifies why the timing is of importance

	Identifies the different components of something
	Weighs up the importance of component parts

	States options
	Gives reasons for selecting each option

	Lists details
	Evaluates the relative significance of details

	Lists in any order
	Structures information in order of importance

	3. 
	4. 

	5. 
	6. 

	Provides information for comparison
	Makes a reasoned judgement on provided information

	7. 
	8. 



a. Argues a case according to the evidence
b. Draws conclusions
c. Evaluates the strengths and weakness of something
d. Gives evidence
e. Gives information
f. Shows the relevance of links between pieces of information
g. States links between items
h. States what something is like






Activity 3: Read the following paragraph and decide whether it is descriptive or critical. Justify your answer. 
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Activity 4: Examine a different way to structure your paragraphs
In the previous weeks you were introduced to the TEEL structure. To demonstrate critical writing though, it is not enough to just provide a simple explanation with some evidence. Students must also make an attempt to interpret the evidence themselves, to show critical engagement with the text. Therefore, TEEL becomes TEEIL. 
 
Topic  
Explanation  
Evidence  
Interpretation and linking sentence  
 
Interpretation (before or combined with Linking/Concluding Sentence): This section is where the writer evaluates the evidence and explains why the information is important and how it supports their overall statement. 
 
-Sometimes this interpretation can be combined with the concluding sentence 
 
In the paragraph below, find the student’s attempt to interpret the evidence.  
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Activity 5: With a partner, what interpretation could you add to this paragraph? 
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Paragraph A

An important benefit of studying abroad is the opportunity to mix with people from other
cultures and, as a result, learn different perspectives on life. This can be difficult if
international students are not able to integrate with other groups of students. According to a
survey of 1,000 overseas students studying at leading UK universities (Grey, 2015), 62% of
respondents said that they did not have a close UK friend and 49% reported that they did
not feel that they had learned much of UK culture apart from how to do perform basic tasks
such as where best to shop and what public transport to take to a given destination. Of the
62% that said they did not a have a close U.K. friend, just over half felt that the reason for
this was a lack of opportunity to meet people outside their nationality group (ibid.). From the
above evidence it can be seen that the failure to help international students to integrate
results in them not enjoying one of the mostimportant benefits of studying abroad. The fact
that many students cite that they have few chances to meet other students suggests that
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Paragraph B

Many students at university have different motivations that drive both their academic and
extracurricular activities. For instance, some students are deeply interested in their
subjects and have a strong desire to learn more. These students are motivated by their
passion for knowledge and academic excellence. On the other hand, others are driven by
future job prospects, seeing their studies as a critical step towards a successful career
(Brown, 2023). Additionally, involvement in clubs and sports can be motivated by social
reasons, as students seek to build friendships and engage in campus life. Finally, the
support of friends and family is crucial in maintaining motivation, because motivation can
often change overtime. Interpretation/Concluding sentence here:





