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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

I propose the following question for my dissertation. – What are the advantages and disadvantages of using body-worn cameras in policing?

I selected this topic because there is currently a great deal of intense scrutiny focused on the use of body-worn cameras by police officers, as well as on the conduct and behaviour of officers while on duty. The increasing public concern and media attention on these issues make it a particularly relevant and timely subject to explore. By examining the role of body-worn cameras, I hope to shed light on how they impact both the accountability of officers and public perceptions of police behaviour. Despite this, the adoption of body-worn cameras is increasingly seen as essential in modern policing. Due to the urgent nature of grade 1 response calls, police officers are often required to respond quickly to situations that may involve a threat or potential threat to life. These calls typically demand immediate attention, as they can involve scenarios where individuals are in immediate danger or where the risk of harm is high. Officers are required to make decisions that are both justified and proportionate to the situations they encounter. However, these decisions can sometimes lead to frustration among members of the public who may not fully understand or agree with the actions taken by the police. This frustration can, in turn, result in formal complaints being filed against the officers as the public may perceive the actions as unfair or excessive.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The primary goal of my research is to gather data on the frequency and nature of complaints related to police attendance and to assess whether the use of body-worn cameras has influenced the resolution of these complaints. I aim to analyse how effectively body-worn cameras capture critical evidence during incidents, which can be instrumental in court to support investigations and prosecutions. Additionally, I will examine the potential risks associated with body-worn cameras, such as the possibility of footage being selectively edited, mishandled, or misinterpreted, which could lead to biased outcomes in investigations or legal proceedings. I will also consider technical challenges, such as malfunctions, limited battery life, or the failure to capture crucial moments due to human error, which may impact the reliability of body-worn cameras as a tool for accountability. Furthermore, I intend to explore how footage from body-worn cameras can be utilised for training purposes, helping officers review real-life scenarios to enhance their future responses and decision-making. Finally, I will assess how the use of body-worn cameras contributes to increased public trust by providing greater transparency into police activities and decision-making processes.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will be examining key literature, including policing reports and statistics related to the use of body-worn cameras. Additionally, I will seek out articles and textbooks that explore the integration of body-worn cameras into policing practices. My research will focus on analysing the effectiveness of body-worn cameras during police responses to various calls, particularly assessing the success rate of footage and identifying the most common outcomes of these calls. I will also investigate the role of body-worn cameras in different types of calls and determine the typical outcomes associated with these situations.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD:


I will create a survey and will ask questions of this nature to gather the perspectives of currently serving officers on their views regarding the use of body-worn cameras in policing.
 
How often do you use your body-worn camera during your shifts?

What challenges do you face when using body-worn cameras?

In your experience, how has the use of body-worn cameras impacted interactions with the public?

Do you feel that body-worn cameras have influenced the way you conduct your duties? If so, how?

Have you received feedback from the public or your peers regarding the use of body-worn cameras? What has been the general sentiment?

Are there specific types of incidents where you find body-worn cameras particularly useful or problematic?

How do you handle technical issues or malfunctions with body-worn cameras during your duties?

Do you believe that body-worn cameras contribute to a safer work environment for officers? Why or why not?

What improvements, if any, would you suggest for the current body-worn camera systems and their implementation?

How do you feel body-worn camera footage impacts the investigative and legal processes?

Do you believe the current training for body-worn cameras adequately prepares you for their use in various scenarios?
How often do you review footage from body-worn cameras for training or personal evaluation?

In your opinion, how effective are body-worn cameras in preventing misconduct or complaints against officers?

What privacy concerns do you have regarding the use of body-worn cameras, both for yourself and for the public?

How do you perceive the balance between transparency and privacy when it comes to body-worn camera footage? 


I will ask questions of this nature to gather the perspectives of currently serving officers on their views regarding the use of body-worn cameras in policing.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will gather insights from current police officers by asking for their opinions on the use of body-worn cameras in policing. In addition to seeking the perspectives of officers, I will also be conducting a survey open to members of the general public who are interested in sharing their views on the use of these cameras by police in order to get their opinions.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
One of the most significant ethical issues is the potential invasion of privacy. Body-worn cameras capture not only interactions between police and suspects but also bystanders, victims, and individuals in private settings. The ethical management of the vast amounts of data collected by body worn cameras is another concern. Ensuring that this data is stored securely and protected from unauthorised access is crucial. Additionally, questions arise about how long the footage should be retained, who has access to it, and under what circumstances it can be shared or released to the public. Mishandling of this data could lead to breaches of privacy and misuse of information.

	TIME SCALE:
I will strictly comply with the established timelines, making sure that all academic work are completed and submitted within the designated deadlines.







	REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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