[bookmark: _GoBack]In reading The Canterbury Tales, the main focus is on the person telling the tale. Their character is easily identified with vivid descriptions for the reader to determine what type of person that character is. Jeni showed examples of (in portraits nine and ten) The Miller and The Reeve and we were easily drawn to the character who we could identify and picture. Chaucer focused on the individual character. It is easy to understand why Chaucer wrote The Canterbury Tales when you understand the changes that he lived through in Medieval England. The most important event in Chaucer’s life was the plague in 1348 – 1350.

The plague ended feudalism which then empowered the labourer. The Medieval ruling classes of England were losing half of their income and their response was to restrict the peasants with regulations and taxes. This resulted into a class warfare and the Peasants Revolt.
 
Chaucer had a privileged life living in London. He was a soldier, a controller of customs and clerk of the King’s works. He was loyal to King Richard the second and suffered allegiance when the King’s party failed. 

When writing The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer decided to turn away from aristocratic culture. 

What interest me mostly about today’s lecture, lead me to investigate the times that Chaucer lived in and why he was not interested in the same topics of his contemporaries when he wrote The Canterbury Tales.  


