







BMPL 4001
EVIDENCE BASED POLICING & APPLICATIONS


Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence based policing.
Any behaviour that goes against the legal code or the laws is considered a crime. In other words, both breaking the law and following the law are social constructions that are changeable and prone to modification through time (Crossman, 2018). A vast spectrum of criminal acts exists, from those targeted at specific people to those with no identifiable victims and everywhere in between, including violent and nonviolent white-collar offences. The study of crime and deviance is a sizable topic within sociology, with researchers devoting a lot of time to figuring out who commits what crimes and why.
Within the framework of drug trafficking, there is obvious evidence of a community problem: law-abiding locals avoided the local convenience shop to avoid the drunks that frequented there. In 1987, Eck and Spelman presented the S.A.R.A. Model to address community issues and criminal activity, which was an expansion of the Problem-Oriented Policing approach. S.A.R.A.'s mission is not to simply treat the symptoms of crime and disorder, but rather to identify and eliminate their underlying causes. The methodology can be used to any problem that may develop in a society by carrying out the four processes it outlines: scanning, analysing, responding, and assessing (Kelly, 2020). The police department have come to the conclusion that addiction is a contributing element to the problems facing this town, even if they cannot solve them entirely. The policing here is based on policies made around control through effective assessment, scanning, response and analysis of the criminal. The criminals can be caught here through means of help from the public and community in general or with some other proactive policing measures that have been dosucssed in the later sections of this work. 
There is currently a large body of evidence about what works in police, especially  regarding reducing crime rates. One such strategy that has been employed is employing a combination of methods. Although it may be challenging to keep these connections alive without financial support from outside parties, they are more likely to succeed if they are mutually beneficial and centre on issues that interest academics and practitioners (Cody, 2018). The use of internal champions and forensic analysts to put research into practise is another option. 
According to the standard criminological theory, criminal behaviour is always the outcome of an intentional choice to break the law also known as the classical theory of crime. It is based on the pain-pleasure principle, which argues that people act in ways that maximise pleasure and minimise pain. Other theories of crime are the demonological, neoclassical, rational choice and deterrence. Demonological explains itself as the person being possessed by some demonic identity which ultimately results in commitment of a crime. The neoclassical theory though explains crime as an opportunity totally in support of the rational choice, wherein the crime is presented as a thoughtful balancing of the cost and opportunity on both ends. The deterrence commands as instilling a criminal with a reasonable fear of the legal repercussions of their actions is one way to deter them from continuing their criminal behaviour and encourage them to cooperate with the law (Hughes, 2022). The tenet of classical realism holds that human beings are essentially hedonistic, seeking pleasure whenever possible and avoiding pain at all costs which is why it is presented below in depth with relation to the chosen case. The classical school of thinking holds that the threat of arrest and punishment is an effective deterrent against criminal behaviour.
The offender will not commit crime when the cost of pleasure becomes heavier than the pleasure obtained. This concept originates from academic research into criminal behaviour that uses standard economic theory. Though this is totally negative in the cases where the offenders are driven by a psychological need to commit the crime or are ready to take the  risk on the other end. The countries with strict laws and tough puncihsments are also seen facing criminal scenarios like these ultimately providing no specific explanation for such happenings.
One type of classical method is the "regular activities" or "situational crime prevention" strategy. This point of view centres less on the factors that motivate specific persons or communities to engage in criminal activity and more on the conditions in which criminal activity occurs. This perspective looks into the likelihood of various crimes occurring and tries to lessen them by enhancing urban renewal and environmental design. To achieve this, we must look beyond criminal behaviour and examine the causes of criminal behaviour (Sherman, 2013). This tactic is based on the idea of everyday behaviours, or, stated another way, on the assumption that the prevalence of organised crime is influenced by various variables that facilitate criminal behaviour. Attractive targets and opportunities are readily available, as are a low level of supervision and a low chance of being captured. Focusing on immediate measures that can be implemented to reduce the possibility of criminal acts or the damage they inflict has replaced studying the underlying causes of criminal behaviour.
In the last few decades, a lot of attention has been paid to the transportation of drugs because it is the illegal item that gets the most attention when it is moved by organised crime. Three worldwide drug control conventions govern many aspects of the drug trade. Among these include manufacturing, distributing, and storing prohibited drugs for research and therapeutic use. It is the intention of these conventions to promote the orderly and responsible conduct of these endeavours. The International Narcotics Control Board was established to replace previous supervisory committees and was a result of the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Substances and its 1972 amendments, which sought to consolidate and simplify existing multilateral treaties on the subject (UNODC, 2023). 
It wasn't until the Convention on Psychotropic Substances was ratified in 1971 that the international system for the control of drugs was widened to encompass psychotropic chemicals. LSD, amphetamines, and barbiturates are just a few examples of hallucinogens, central nervous system stimulants, and sedative-hypnotics that fall under this category. Substances often utilised in the unlawful manufacturing of prohibited drugs were brought under the purview of the control system when the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances was ratified in 1988. (so-called precursors). The framework of international cooperation in criminal matters, such as extradition and reciprocal legal assistance, is strengthened while the growing problem of transnational trafficking is also addressed.
These three agreements have broad international support and serve as examples of and catalysts for international collaboration in the fight against drug trafficking. The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations established the Commission on Narcotic Drugs in 1946 as the principal United Nations policy-making body regarding drugs. This is because combating drugs globally has been a goal for many years. Once a year, the Commission will meet to examine international drug control issues and compare strategies (UNODC, 2023). Additionally, the Commission determines whether or not any additions are necessary to the tables and schedules.
Investigations into international drug trafficking have revealed that corruption and inefficient law enforcement play a major part in keeping the illicit drug industry thriving. Corruption has been found to permeate the entire drug distribution network, from cultivation to retail, and to affect a wide range of sectors, including law enforcement, the judicial system, and even the healthcare industry (Dandurand, 2021). Several terrorist groups, such as the Taliban, insurgency movements, and non-state armed groups, have been linked to the drug trade, according to current academic research. Using the money trail left by the drug market is an effective tactic in the war on drugs. Money motivates drug trafficking; thus, tracking the money trails, including the investment and laundering networks, is an effective deterrent. When governments work together to combat and prevent money laundering, they lessen the likelihood that criminal activity will harm the global economy and society.
In the centuries since the classical school of criminology and classical philosophy were first developed, the death sentence, torture, and other types of physical punishment have all but disappeared from the justice system (UNODC, 2019). The jail system as we know it today was set up and grew during the second half of the 18th century and the first half of the 19th century. Prison was designed to punish inmates' minds and spirits rather than their bodies, with the belief that this would have a more significant impact on their ability to reform their criminal ways. 
Many features of classical ideas are very useful in modern society, demonstrating theory's merits. The concept that all criminals are rational, which derives from classical thinking, cannot be generalised to the entire community when taken from the viewpoint of a crime as significant as drug trafficking; this is one of the most significant weaknesses of the classical school of criminology. This is because some people might be unable to think and act rationally due to innate characteristics. So, it might not be the individual's choice because it might be innate; the person might not be able to make a reasonable choice because of a mental illness like schizophrenia (Popescu, 2020). Reasonableness is out the window if the person is disoriented or high on drugs himself, both of which alter brain function and, by extension, behaviour. In addition, if human beings are guided by rationality and free will, then why are the poor disproportionately represented in the criminal justice system. Because the purpose of law enforcement and other criminal justice agencies is to decrease crime rates, prioritising efficiency over fairness in the justice system is not always possible. Finally, power is a factor, and the rationalisation of the court system could signify a loss in their power, which could have the opposite impact of what was intended in terms of functioning as a deterrent.
In classical thinking, crime itself is the primary object of inquiry. The criminal was imagined as having normal human traits like free will, logic, and calculation. The conventional Western view is that punishment should fit the crime. On the other hand, the positivist school of criminology is diametrically opposed to the classical school. The criminal, according to positivists, should be the focus of study because his or her behaviour is a product of a combination of biological, psychological, and psychiatric causes (UNODC, 2018). Their strategy involves providing care for an indefinite amount of time, the length of which will vary depending on the individual circumstances of each instance.The positivist view, on the other hand, holds that criminal behaviour is not rational and may be the product of a condition (biological, physiological, or psychological) that a human possesses, thereby partially excusing the individual from responsibility for the crime which is seen completely absurd from drug trafficking point of view. 
Criminals, in his professional opinion as a psychiatrist, represented a regressed form of human behaviour. The strengths and weaknesses of both the classical and positivist schools of criminology are made clear by comparing and contrasting their respective theoretical foundations. Nonetheless, there is evidence that classical education can reduce crime rates, serve as a deterrent, and help with the containment of those who resist authority. Classical education, although having significantly less biological fact and data to back up its views, has been demonstrated to be effective in lowering crime rates.
Criminals need to see examples of how committing a crime would make them feel worse than it would make them feel good. Criminals, on the other hand, keep breaking the law because the cost of doing so is more than the reward. Whereas, the positivist school focuses solely on treatment and does not employ any sort of punishment. Hence, rational people who are thinking about breaking the law would not break the law since there are laws in place that are intended to discourage criminal activity (‌Ovcharenko, et. al., 2020).The biggest problem with the classical school of criminology is the assumption that all offenders are rational and make choices of their own free will. Unfortunately, hardly everyone acts in a completely free and rational manner. A mental disease or a physical disability, for instance, could drastically affect a person's outlook and actions.
Justice through policing based on evidences is the approach that holds the potential to disintegrate the practices of classical criminology from unbiased decision-making against the offender or the trafficker. Proactive policing, which uses data from crime analysts to focus on high-risk areas, individuals, and times, is a successful method of lowering overall crime rates (Potts, 2019). Many local police agencies in the United States do not use cognitive interviewing techniques when speaking to victims and witnesses of violent crime, although substantial data showing the victim would feel heard and empowered by such approaches. Proactive evidence-based policing through cognitive interviewing sure shows hope of redressal in identifying criminals associated for trafficking and sentencing them with correct punishments. 
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