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BMCP5004
Family Law and Practice
Assessment 1: Child Rights/Law Communications plan

Your name: Katie Grandon, 2403612

Area of law: Parental responsibilities


	Which legal challenge will your resource address? [Tip, keep this narrow]
	What rights and commitments do I have as a parent: Parental Responsibility

	Who is your intended audience?
	Lay audience such as unmarried parents, parents who are separated and other guardians of a child.

	What is your primary message?
	Parental responsibilities can provide an understanding of how to protect your child and ensure that their future is your priority.

	What is your secondary message (if any)?
	Parental responsibilities can become complicated when parents have separated, therefore it is important to know how to appropriately contribute to the development of your child.

	Will you include a call to action? (optional)
	Following this guide, you will learn about parental responsibility and if you have any.

	Which communications platform will you use?
	This legal design will be in the form of a magazine.

	What asset(s) will you produce?
	Defining parental responsibilities and what they are, why it is essential to your child’s future and its benefits.

	Do you require any visual assets?
	





Part A- Legal design
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Part B- Report
[bookmark: _Int_RTqVEKBn][bookmark: _Int_DvdI3Q6n]The legal problem which I have chosen for my resource to address is parental responsibilities. According to the Children Act 1989, Parental responsibility is defined as the legal rights, obligations, powers and duties which a parent has regarding their child and the child's property. It is important that both the child’s rights and parental rights are explored within this topic. Childhood is said to begin at birth, and this was established in the case ‘C v S’ (1987) where the father of a foetus tried to stop an abortion at eighteen to twenty-one weeks. His argument was that abortion would breach the Infant Life (Preservation) Act 1929 which deems it criminal to destroy the life of a child capable of being born alive. The court stated that at the stage of the foetus development, it was not capable of being born alive under the act. Therefore, parental responsibility exists from birth until the child is 18 years old, when they have the ability to make their own decisions. 
Parental responsibility is automatically assigned to the legal mother and the biological father. You have legal parental responsibility if you are the legal mother of the child and this is the woman which gives birth to the child. It is regardless of whether the mothers' gametes were used to create the child (UK Government, 2011a). The biological father of the child automatically gets parental responsibility If, after the child is born, they marry the birth mother or enter a civil partnership with her, except where it is shown that he did not consent to artificial insemination (UK Government, 2011b). Some of the decisions that those who obtain parental responsibilities include deciding what school the child goes to, deciding their religious beliefs and providing consent to medical treatment such as vaccinations (childlawadvice, 2023). I chose to focus on the legal problem of parental responsibility for separated or divorced parents as lay people might find it more unclear and confusing to understand. Parental responsibility can become a significant issue between separated or divorced parents due to miscommunication; therefore, the child’s needs are not being prioritised. According to Knauf (2023), a breakdown in communication between co-parents can lead to poor child arrangements, therefore affecting the essential decision-making role within parental responsibility. This can negatively impact the parents' relationship with their child as it affects the child's sense of stability and can also impact their well-being.
Individuals with little or no legal understanding may find the concept of parental responsibility challenging to comprehend, especially when the parents are separated. This could be for many reasons such as uncertainty to what roles they have, and they may be unsure of what rights they do and do not have. For example, separated parents be unconfident about child arrangements and therefore need legal assistance. If you are a separated parent, under section 1(3) of the act, (Children Act, 1989) you do not have the right to spend time with the child, and this should be established through a court order. However, people with no understanding of the law may not already be aware of this. In many cases parents that are no longer together may struggle to agree on child arrangements, and this is where the court can step in and aid with plans (House of Commons Library, 2023). If mediation fails, parents can apply for a child arrangement order and that order will legally set out and address issues such as where the child will live and other arrangements like what relatives they will spend time with. In the case of ‘J (Parental Responsibility), Re’ (1999), a 12-year old’s mother was put in prison and the father of the child applied to have parental responsibility. The welfare report revealed that the child considered the father more like a stranger so did not want contact. The court reviewed this, and it was found that his attachment to the child was weak and therefore refused the order. However, it was argued that the magistrates' findings were not supported by evidence and that they misunderstood the meaning of parental responsibility, therefore this was granted.
[bookmark: _Int_rzZEAQ6o]There are cases were parental responsibility gets refused. For example, in the case of ‘H (A Minor) (Parental Responsibility), Re’ (1998), a father was refused parental responsibility as the judge found that he had inflicted injuries to the child. Following this, it was concluded that parental responsibilities are to benefit the child and they would not in this case.
 Overall, in some circumstances, such as the case of ‘J (Parental Responsibility), Re’ (1999), where issues may arise over parental responsibilities concerning child arrangements, the legal system can be considered as ineffective in assisting lay people to solve this. On the other hand, there are legal applications that can be used to ensure the betterment of children's futures. 
I have chosen to present this legal design in the form of a magazine. The form of a magazine allows for the members of the public to retain information surrounding parental responsibility without becoming overwhelmed by information. It also attracts more attention than lists of information as it is easier to read and more engaging. A key strength of my resource is that it is organised in a way that is made easy for lay people to understand. For example, each section is arranged by sub-headings that provide simplified and clear information on the topic. 
As members of the public who have little or no knowledge of family law may find it difficult to understand legal concepts, I refrained from using multiple pieces of legislation as this can become confusing when trying to help the intended audience learn about parental responsibility. I found it important to include main pieces of legislation such as the Children Act (1989) becuase this defines parental responsibility, and parents should be aware of this.
Another strength of my resource is that it directly addresses the reader. This is important because it engages the reader by making the information appear less complex which makes the guidance easier to follow. The information in the resource is concise and to the point so that it hopefully answers any concerns that the reader may have.
As I did not use class feedback to inform my resource, but if I were to, I would prioritise visual elements such as a chart to show the steps of acquiring parental responsibility to show how it is obtained. I would also consider feedback surrounding the layout of the magazine and if there should be any changes in the presentation of information. If individuals felt like there was too much information, I would break down the sections and create more subheadings with more detailed information following.

Reflecting on my final resource, it is effective for educating separated parents about what parental responsibilities they have. It is a clear legal output design which is compact so it can easily be understood by lay people such as separated parents. As I have used language that does not solely contain legal concepts and points of law, any member of the public would be able to understand the basic principles of parental responsibility. I have used a supportive tone throughout the resource to ensure that the reader feels encouraged to action. Furthermore, I have also included a hyperlink for online versions of the magazine so that the intended audience find it accessible to apply for specific orders if that is a concern they are having.

If I had the opportunity to develop the resource further, i would have included more links to helpful websites such as GOV.UK as they could find further information on specific issues there. I could additionally add more visual elements such as images to make the magazine more engaging. Lastly, if I were to develop the resource further, I would connect relevant phone numbers that the reader could call if they had any further questions regarding parental responsibilities.
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BY KATIE GRANDON

Parental Responsibility

———— WHAT RIGHTS AND COMMITMENTS DO I ——

HAVE AS A PARENT?

UNDERSTANDING WHAT PARENTAL
RESPONSIBILITY IS

arental responsibilities can provide
an understanding of how you, as a
parent or guardian, can protect your
child and ensure that their future is
prioritised. Under Section 3 of the
Children ~ Act 1989,  “parental
responsibility” is defined as the legal
rights, obligations and powers which
a parent has regarding their child
and the child’s property.

HOW TO KNOW IF YOU HAVE
PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

You automatically
responsibility if:

* You are the birth mother of the
child

e You are
father

have  parental

the Childs' biological

GUIDANCE FOR SEPERATED
PARENTS

If you are a separated parent and
hold parental responsibility, you do
not have the right to spend time
with the child, but the other parent
must communicate with you when
making important decisions in the
childs life. This includes what school
they go to, medical treatment,
religion and where they will live.
You do not need to consent of the
other parent to make general
decisions. If you cannot come to
agreements with the other parent,
you are able to apply for a Specific
Issue Order or Prohibited Steps
Order.

Parental responsibilities can
become complicated when
parents  have  separated,
therefore it is important to
know how to appropriately
contribute to the
development of your child.

By using your parental
responsibility appropriately
and effectively co-parenting if
you are separated, you are
contributing to the
betterment of your childs
development and future.
Taking parental responsibility
will also benefit you as their
parent becuase by taking a lead
in decision making for your
child, you are strenghtening
your relationship as their
parent.

PRIORITISING YOUR CHILD

Going through a divorce is a
difficult time, but you need to
remember to prioritise your child's
needs. It is essential to remember
that separation does not diminish
your parental responsibilities away
To prioritise your child’s future you
should maintain stability. If you
are separated this may mean
ensuring that both parents are
contributing to decisions for the
child. You need to put your child'’s
needs first to make sure that
emotional needs are met alongside
physical and educational.

By following this guide, you will
learn about parental responsibility
and how to put your child first.





