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Introduction

This report will critically examine key elements in relation to the vulnerability and needs of family B who have historically faced difficulties, culminating in a detrimental impact on their well-being. The objective of this report is the prevention of reoccurring incidents. The analysis will examine the relevant policies and the support provided by the agencies involved and effectiveness of their actions. My approach is based on a theoretical study of the case beginning from risk factors and concluding with relevant recommendations for the improvement of services provided to meet the needs of the vulnerable family.


1. Family B Vulnerability

The family were in a vulnerable position for several reasons, a historic past of difficulties seemed the main contributor. This had fuelled problems and in addition the adolescent boy had been in care of the local authority suffering behavioural issues. The Children’s (Leaving Care) Act 2000 specifically protects such cases, understandably transition to adulthood is a difficult period for many, particularly for those who have been in care and without parental support. Government research shows they are less likely to be in education, more likely to live independently, and more likely to have a criminal conviction (Gov.UK, 2019).



2. Supporting Evidence

Vulnerability is a complex phenomenon that leads to negativity due to material, social and emotional difficulties. All these traits were visible in family B through rent arrears, bullying, anti-social behaviour, and parenting resulting in exclusion from school. Children who are in care should be considered for high-level of vulnerability. Following public outcries from cases including that of Baby P (Shoesmith, 2016), had multi-service information sharing been improved family B may have received adequate care and not been in this situation.


During this period, the Labour party were in power under Tony Blair, a moral discourse was evident in the aftermath of many high-profile inquiries such as the Laming Inquiry and James Bulger murders. Much blame was directed on single mothers who were cast as social problems and referred to as the ‘new rabble’ (Rosneil and Mann, 1996).  This not only disadvantaged family’s dependent on the welfare system but deprived them the route to integration and soon became products of ‘moral underclass discourse’ (MUD) recognised to have low values (Levitas, 2005).  The potential impact on the delivery of social care was disastrous on vulnerable families. Though there was a glimmer of hope with David Cameron’s social policy to fix “broken society” based on voluntarism, this was short-lived due to times of austerity (Shoesmith, 2016, p. 102).  Foucault’s biopolitics model integrates both society and individualism, where society and social are devices for power and politics is just the apparatus (Abel, 2005). 


3. The Referral of Family B

The referral was initially made by the youth offending team; the family consisted of mother and her looked After Child (LAC). The analysis suggests that the professionals involved in the family’s care should have intervened prior to the youth offending team as the team only get involved when a child breaks the law (GOV.UK 2018). Agencies could have intervened to prevent the child from crime by referring to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs framework where practitioner works to understand and meet the needs of the vulnerable child (Hobart and Frankel, 2009 pp.19-22). 


Multiple house-moves in a short space of time had an impact on the children’s education and social life. The involvement of Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAHMS) uncovered the family had stress and anxiety issues which have been linked with unfit housing (Bonnefoy, 2007). The Mental Health Act 2007 grants professionals the power to detain, assess, and treat people suffering from disorders.


The support re-enforced the Children and Family Act 2014 and through key agencies involvement the family were re-housed, one of the son retained place at school after impending exclusion, connexions support for the older children, activities for the other children, and arrangements for mother to attend parenting lessons and employment training. Close liaison with social workers continued guiding the family meanwhile Neighbouring Services carried out property repairs. This support proved crucial in helping safeguard the children who otherwise may have been made homeless. Agencies have a duty of candour to be honest and transparent which was clearly highlighted by the positive feedback from the family who gained much confidence and proactively interacted with other agencies, however the lack of agency integration was a concern. The 2013 Caldicott review found that patient information was not being shared when sharing was in the best interest of the patient leading to the 2015 Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act aimed at reducing anxiety of data sharing (NHS Digital, 2020).


4. Process Analysis

The process of blame and denial are products of human emotions which urge relief (Welch, 2006). Having considered details of this case, my perspective is local care authorities should have been closely involved with the family and integration between agencies involved may have created more awareness of the family’s vulnerability, hence allowing action to be taken accordingly and efficiently. 

5.  Relevant Recommendations

All children who indicate risk of vulnerability have access to ‘Mind of my own’ app which provides digital solutions to children’s rights supporting Article 12 of the UN convention on the Rights of the Child 2016 (UNCRC). Participation is a source of protection for vulnerable children (Limber and Kaufman, 2002). Screening vulnerable parents for mental health issues should be made mandatory. The current lockdown measures have had major impact on mental health as 1 in 17 people who have had Covid-19 could be diagnosed to have mental health issues (Roxby, 2020). 

There were limitations to this study, firstly the timeline of the study was unclear though presumed to be 10 years ago. The location was also unclear preventing information about the local authority in concern.

Conclusion

Overall, this study addressed key issues surrounding vulnerability of family B. The findings expressed concern on several aspects of care which should be reflected upon. Firstly, a need to prioritise support for families with historic difficulties and children who have been in care. Lessons from other cases such as Baby P highlight the tragical outcome and the magnitude of failure. Therefore, to protect the quality and well-being of children it is important that material, social and emotional needs are met with individuality and structure; Maslow’s model of support was suggested. In-depth analysis exposed lack of integration between multi-agencies involved which government policies should address as a matter of urgency. Recommendations such as screening parents for mental heath issues should generate ambiguous response under the current covid-19 pandemic as should access to ‘Mind of my Own’ app which supports many child concerns.




















References

Abel, C.F. (2005) ‘Beyond the mainstream: Foucault, power and organization theory’ International Journal of Organisation Theory & Behaviour, Vol. 8 No. 4, pp 495-520.

Bonnefoy, X. (2007) ‘Inadequate housing and health’ An overview’ International Journal of Environment and Pollution 30(3/4) pp. 10-11. DOI:10.1504/IJEP.2007.014819 

Bulman, M. (2019) ‘Services are pushing young people into violence and exploitation, experts warn’, Independent, 26th February, p. 1.

Donovan, T. (2015) What the Children and Families Act 2014 means for social work and social workers - Community Care. (online) Community Care. Available at: https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2014/04/16/children-families-act-2014-means-social-work-social-workers/ (Accessed: 9 November 2020).

Equality and Human Rights Commission (2010) The Human Rights Act Equality and Human Rights Commission. (online) Equalityhumanrights.com. Available at: https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/human-rights/human-rights-act (Accessed: 9 November 2020).
[bookmark: _Hlk56022773]

GOV.UK (2018) Youth offending teams Available at: https://www.gov.uk/youth-offending-team  (Accessed 2 November 2020). 

[bookmark: _Hlk56020914]GOV.UK (2019) Care leavers in prison and probation. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/care-leavers-in-prison-and-probation (Accessed 5 November 2020).

Hobart, C. and Frankel, J. (2009) Safeguarding children. 3rd ed. Nelson Thornes Ltd
Leaving Care Policy Children (2000) Legal Framework Definitions and duties. (Leaving care Act 2000). Available at: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/statweb/compaperarchive/archive/older_meetings/Reports/103/443/9 .pdf (Accessed: 8 November 2020).

Levitas, R. (2005) ‘The inclusive society? Social exclusion and new labour.’ Basingstoke: Macmillan.

Limber, S. and Kuafman, N.H. (2002) Civic participation by children and youth. Globalization and Children’s Lives (eds N.Kaufman & I.Rizzini). Academic, New York.

NHS Digital (2020) Information sharing resources. Available at: https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/looking-after-information/data-security-and-information-governance/information-governance-alliance-iga/information-governance-resources/information-sharing-resources (Accessed 6th November 2020)

Roseneil, S. and Mann, K. (1996) ‘Unpalatable choices and inadequate families: lone mothers and the underclass debate.’ In E Bortolaia-Silva (ed.) Good Enough Mothering? Feminist Perspective on Lone Motherhood. London and New York: Routledge. 

Roxby, P. (2020) ‘COVID-119 ‘raises new psychiatric disorders risk’, BBC NEWS, 10th November 2020.

Ruch, G. (2005) Relationship-based practice and reflective practice: holistic approaches to contemporary childcare social work. Child & Family Social Work, 10, 11-113.  

Shoesmith, S. (2016) Learning from baby P. The Politics of blame and fear and denial. Jessica Kingsley Publishers London and Philadelphia
UNICEF (2016) UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Unicef UK. Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/ (Accessed: 9 November 2020).

Welch, M. (2006) Scapegoats of Sept 11th: Hate Crimes and State Crimes in the war on Terror, New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.
‌



1

