An online defence of ethical considerations.

Swansea is now the opioid capital of the UK, here there is not only a burgeoning black-market in opiate based prescription medications but also a considerable rise in dealers sourcing opioids in bulk from China (BBC report 2019). A report from Public Health Wales, has revealed that drug deaths are now at record levels in Wales, increasing by over 80% in the last decade, the most common cause of overdose is now amongst the youth population and those who use opiate based drugs for recreational purposes (Senedd Research 2019). The US is currently in the grip of an opioid crises, current research done within the US infers that the etiology of this epidemic is fuelled by economic and sociological factors (Dasgupta et al 2018).  My research posits a critical study of the pre-supposed correlation of socio-economic factors in rural Wales and the rising cases of opioid addiction amongst recreational users. 

[bookmark: _Hlk26207430]This research will address the lack of current information presently available and direct a focus towards the multiple factors of structural poverty in rural Wales, this study is extremely valid and highly viable in today’s present climate. Due to the highly sensitive nature of this research, privacy considerations will be built into the design. Using a critical realist paradigm and taking the holistic epistemological approach of the politically engaged fieldworker I plan to study the impact of neo-liberal ideology and whether opiate abuse functions as an expression of resistance. Utilising the Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies concept of critical studies I will adopt an ethnographic methodology. Critically engaged ethnography demands a  reflexive approach that allows the researcher to integrate their research within the understanding of social science whilst highlighting issues that affect the socially vulnerable and establish a political commitment to the people they study (Robben and Sluka 2012). 

The appropriation of methodology congruous to this design will see a triangulation of research methods, this posits for greater credibility in an ethnographic research design and is incredibly important if the research relies heavily on a small sample group of initial informers (Creswell 2009). The methods I propose utilising are: Testimonio’s, semi-covert observations of festivals/ free parties and a reflexive journal/field notes. Narrative ethnography is a collaborative tool, which allows for an in-depth study of socially oppressive situations using the voice of the informant to tell their story (Tedlock 1991). My main research will be conducted in the form of a ‘testimonio’ a first-hand account, a narrative that bears witness and functions as a direct protagonists account of lived life experiences, it is a highly credible and valid tool as there is little scope for researcher influence or bias (Beverly 2004). Such research must be ethically grounded with free and informed consent, notice provided as to whom has access to research findings, the purpose of study, any anticipated outcomes of the research, ability to withdraw and the storage of data (ASA Guidelines and BSA 2002). As the researcher, particularly in light of the subject, I am honour bound to protect the anonymity of my participant/s, despite any conflicts that may arise and therefore must constantly consider the propriety of even recording certain key pieces of information, despite it being freely given (ASA Guidelines 2011 and BSA 2002). Such an in-depth study demands a great deal of trust and a recognition of the power dimension between researcher and participant/s, the researcher must anticipate any harm that may befall the participant/s and protect against it, the provision of a pseudonym  must be utilised in relation to all data collated (ASA Guidelines 2011 and BSA 2002).

Testimonios are sometimes viewed as controversial, the detail of such studies may be emotionally disturbing, the ASA states that in such situations it is the researchers duty to halt the narration, remind the participant that they may withdraw at any time, and if they so choose make sure all data relatable to them is destroyed (ASA Guidelines 2011).  In such situations it is important to remind the participant of data protection laws and to strictly abide by them (BSA 2002). Data minimization is a key part of GDPR compliance, all data must be intrinsically relevant, and explicit consent for holding and sharing data must be gained and continuously updated (Taylor 2018). All data must be safely stored, hard copies must be kept under lock and key, with soft copies being password protected, all data should be backed up on a hard drive and not stored in the cloud (Taylor 2018). 

Bourgois (2006) states that there is no wrong or right answer to the methods utilised when observing persons involved in illegal activities. Covert observation is fundamentally the best tool to observe illicit crowd behaviour without influencing the study, it is imperative to not document anything that could cause harm to participants, university institution or researcher, it is an ethical nightmare, but it is not devoid of ethicality (Calvey 2017). Covert research is an opportunistic tool and makes particular sense when observing public crowds, clearly not without risks it must be sensibly conducted and not be  undertaken lightly (Calvey 2017). With covert observation the risk needs to be very carefully weighed against any benefits (UWTSD Research Ethics 2017-2020). The ASA (2011) states that:
Large-scale events are clearly legitimate and necessary foci of anthropological study, but should be subject to various ethical considerations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If any contact is established during the observation then full ethical disclosure is imperative, with hopefully explicit consent gained, failure to do so would result in all information pertaining to that individual becoming scraped. Waquant (2000) states that many initially covert works become overt over time. Calvey (2017) states that covert observation has rarely caused any harm to any participant but is in fact reputationally tainted by the infamous four which are extreme purist examples.  

[bookmark: _Hlk26016790]Reflexive ethnography focuses on the role of dialogic data collection, all fieldworkers effectively influence the data gathered, a reflexive positionality allows for the anthropologist to critically consider their bias (Robben and Sluka 2012). To this purpose a reflexive journal will be retained, this will also incorporate any field note entries from observations, thereby allowing for a thematic analysis of discourse in conjunction with reflexive thought (Ortlipp 2008). This therefore encourages not only an awareness of  researcher bias and the intersubjective process of data gathering but also a working imperative of constant awareness and evaluation of ethical considerations throughout all research and the researchers own positionality (Ortlipp 2008). It also presents as a highly accountable audit trail as it documents each individual process of thought, recorded field data, demonstrates thematic analysis process and the resultant theoretical basis of empirical study. 
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